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THE 1499 **-2 
Chriſtian's Manual. 
Jn Two Parts. 


{. The CATECHUMEN: Or, An 
Acccunrt given by the Young Perſon of his 
Knowledge in Religion, betore his Admil- 
fion ro the Lords Supper, as a Ground- 
work for his right underſtanding the 
SACRAMENT. 


Il. An INTRODUCTION to the 
SACRAMENT; Or, A ſhort, ſafe, and 
plain Way ro the Communion Table ; be- 


ing an Inſtruction for the worthy Receiy- 
Ing the Lord's Supper. 


To which 1s added, 


The Communicant's Afiſtant being 
Devctions to that purpoſe ; firred to be uſed 
before, at, and after the Receiving the Bleſſed 
Sicrament. Colleded tor, and familtarly Addreſ- 
{ed ro every particular Communicant. 


By LADDISON, D.D. 
Dean of T37hjeld. 


The Fifth Edition, 


LOND O N: 
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ATECHUMEN: 


EE OR; Ak 


{Account given by the Young Perſon 
| to the Miniſter, 


| 


OF HIS 


nowledge inReligion, 


; Upon his Firſt Admiſſion to the 
: 5 
| Lord's Table. 


But ſunftifie the Loyd in your Hearts; and be ready to 
give » apt ] an Account of every Man that 
asveth you a Reajm of the Hpe that is in you, with 
meckneſs and fear, 1 Per, 3+ 15» 


Vith the Epiſtles of Two Eminent Di- 
vines of the Church of Eng/and. 


Licenſed, Z. Than. 


The Fifth Edition. 


LONDON: 


# Princed, and are to be Sold by Henry Bonwicke, at the 
Red-Lion in St, Pauls Church-yard, 17009, 
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TO THE 


lauTHoOR 


: 


= #'> 
Have ever had a peculiar Eſteem 
for all tuch Diſcourſes, as peace- 
bly tend to beget in Men's Hearts a 
1ght Knowledge of the Sacrament of 
he Lord's Supper : Which I look up- 
n as the highelt Myſtery in Religion, 
jand the beſt Inſtrument. to convey 
Vertue, and promote it'in a Chriltt- 
an's Soul. | 

And ſeeing the /izall Piece you ſent 
to be peruſed by me, is deligned to 
inſtruct the younger ſort (who are the 
Hopes of the Church) in ſuch Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, as are neceſlary 
to be known by them, before tlity be 
admitted to the Holy Communion, 
you may well preſume not only of 
my Approbation, but earneſt Deſire 
to have it made publick. 


Yours, &C. 
A4& T 0 
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' To the Bookſeller. 


SIR, 
Have carefully peruſed theſe Papers: 
and though I know not the Author off 
them, yet ſeeing you aefrre ny Opinion, 
think my ſelf obliged to do them thi 
Right: As for the Matter contamtd i; 
them, 1 think it very Orthodox, an 
fully agreeable with the DoCtrine of ourf* 
Church ;ard as for the Compoſure,Tthin 
it very Regular and Clear, Judicious 
and Inſtructive: Ard as for the Whole, 
think it of very great Uſe for all that 
bave honeſt and teachable Minds, and 4 
fincerely enquire after the Truth, as it 
3s in Jeſus ; but more eſpecially for ſirch as8 
li have gone through ter Catechile, whoſe) 
| Underſtandings, I donbt mot, will be 
| very ruch opened and enlargedby a Care:J 
| ful and Diligent Feruſal of it. That God ; 
Almighty may proſper the Deſign of it, ſi 
7 
l 


l and make it a Blelſens to the Souls 0 
' Men, 3s the hearty Prayer of, 
| Sir, Your truly 
| AﬀecCtionate Friend, 
From my Hoſe in , 
Eroadſtrect, ( 
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%J CATECHUMEN: 
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oul Toung Perſon's Account of 
ould his KNOWLEDGE #t 
RELIGION, @*c. 


hs 


e, 1 
hat| 

6 HE tollowing Account being 
f ith only a Taſte of the Proficien- 
) asf cy 1 have made under your 
'ofe} pious Dilizence in Catechi- 


belt fing, I have no apprehenſion it will be un- 
welcome to you. Many things 1 know 
might be {1id in disfayour of it ; bur the 
Piety of the Defign is all I ofter in excuſe. 
Beſides, I underitand not the Uſe or Be- 
nefit of Arologies, and therefore | will 
begin this Account wirhour them. 

It was my ſingular Happineſs, not only 
to be born of Chrittian Parents, bur of 
ſuch as were true Members of the Church 
of England, whole Piety took Care to make 
'T AS5 choice 


| — 
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| Choice of fit Perſons to preſent me to] 
Holy Baptiſm the firſt Szzday after my |} 
Birth, according to the Rule and laudablef 
PraStice of this National Church: , 

The Perſons, I fay, who preſented me} 
to Holy. Bapriſim, were Canonically qua-| 
lined for that Charitable Office, being of 

good Report, and ſuch 2s had received | 
the Holy Communion. 

Theſe I call my God:-fathers and God:-mo- | 
zher, to whom] bear a Revererce ſuitable } 
to that Appellation. And by my Parents | | 
Approbation, theſe gave me that Name, # 
which puts me in mind of the Chriſtian 
Faith, in which I was Baptized, and by Þ 
which I was liſted under Chriſt, and be- 
eame his Soldier.and Servant. And it is} 

| called my Chriſtian Name, becaule by it [| 
{ ſtand related unto Chriſt, and diſtinguiſh- | 
| ed from Men of all other Religions, as} | 
| Fews, Pagans, and Mahumetans. 
C 


This Name was given me at Baptiſm, | 
whereby being made a Chriſtian, I was 
entitled to all the Privileges appertain: & . 
to thole who truly bear that me :6 : 
| - that] who by Nature did not belong = | 

| to the Church of Chriſt, which is his 
| Myſtical Body, being Baptiz'd, became 
| a Member of the fame. And being a 
Member thereof, I am no more, as I was 

| by Nature, a Child of Wrath, but a Child 
'þ of | 
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of God by Adoption, through Clniſt , 
who is the Son of God by Nature. And 
being thus a Child, I amalſo an Heir of 


* God, and Joint-Heir with Chriſt to a 


Kingdom of Glory. 
Burt theſe Privileges were conferr'd up- 
on me in Baptiſm not abſolutely, but on 


} Condirion rhat I would perform what my 


Godfathers and Godmother did vow and 
promiſe in my behalf, when I was bapt1z- 
ed. For notwithitanding that both mine 
and all Parents are expreſly command- 
cd to be diligent in teaching their Chil- 
dren God's Holy Word, and to bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of 


| the Lord, yet becauſe Parents may die, 
! and ſo be uncapable to do this; or they 
may be negligent, ard ſo either not do it 
! atall,or not as they ovght : the Church,as 
4 *twere, took Bond, or Security of my God- 


tathers and Godmother tor my pious Edu- 
cation: Who are theretore called my Swre- 
tres, ard who were encharged to hive 
a Religious Care to teach me, as {oon as 
[ was able to learn, what a folemn Vow, 
Promiſe, and Profeſſion I made by them 1n 
Baptiſin. 
Now the things which thel- Surcties 
vouched - ro be performed by - ive, are 


| Three, ( an{werable ro the Three Benehrs 


allured to me when 1 was Bannzed.) 
The 


4 The Catechumen. 


The firſt was an utter renouncing of all 
tholz Spiritual Enemies that inceſſantly 
war againſt my Sou! ; namely, the De- 
vil, the World, and the Fleſh. 

50 that the firſt Spiritual Enemy I am 
to renounce, forfake, and fight againtt, 1s 
the Devil, that evil Spirit, that loſt An- 
gel, whole malignity againſt me appears 
in his continual ſoliciting and tempring me 
to Sin, and accuſing me when I have fin- 
ned ; andrefiſting and hindering me when 
I am about to do good, Whom, accord- 
ing to my Sureties Bond, I ſtand obliged 
to renounce together, with all his Works 
which, in-gencral, are all Sins committed 
by his inſtigation ; and, in particalar, all 
Sins committed after his Example, or 
which bear his Image, ſuch as Murder, 
Lying, Pride, ' Malice, and the like. 

I amalio bound ( by virtue of the Bond 
my. Surerties gave in my Name) to re- 
nounce this preſent evil World. By which 


| underſtand theſe wicked Men who are! | 


Enemies to Godlineſs, and all thoſe other 
Creatures which the Devil, the Prince of 
this World, uſeth as Bates and Snares to 
ſeduce me to Sin. But beſides my re- 
nouncing the World thus underſtood, 
{ am allo to forſake and withſtand 
its Pomps and Vanities ; that is, all 
Pleaſures, Pride, and Wealth, when wy 
_—_ 
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become injurious to Religton, and diyert 
or {top me in my exerciſe of Piety : 
Which they will certainly do, if my Af- 


 fetions toward them are inordinate, im- 


moderate, or unieaſonable. 

And becauſe worldly Vanities only gra- 
tine my Carnal Part, and Senfitive Ap- 
petice, Iam alſo bound to renounce that 
which they gratifie; 1 mean the Fleſh, 
or my unmortified Corruption , which 
is Enmity againſt God, and doth not 
only hinder me from doing Good, but 
doth alſo incline and ſpur me on to do 
Evil. 

For I find; That from this unmortified 
Corruption, there ſprings up in me many 
inordinate AﬀeCtions, and evil Concupi- 
{cences, which are called the Luſts of bh 
Fleſh : By means whereof ( until they are 
mortifed ) I am brought to entertain the 
Temptations of the Devil, and ro abulz 
the-good things of the World to Sin. And 
tho* the renouncing of theſe Luſts of rhe 
Fleſh, together with the Devil and thz 
World, be made an Article of my Chri- 
ſtanity, and a Conditionapon which the 
Privileges of Bapriſm are beltowed upon 
m2; yet ſezing they are my foreſt Ene- 
mies, and continually endeavouring not 
only my preſent, but my eternal Rum 
( without any other Tie ) Selt-preſervation 
prompts me to withſtand them, The 
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The ſecond thing promiſed in my he: | 
half, when I was baprized, is my Belief } 
of the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, ſumm'd | 
up in the Apoſtles Creed : My Faith of þ 
which, if it be not more thaneither barely * 
Hiſtorical and Temporary, I ſhall not þ 
{ſurpaſs the very Devil, and wicked hy- | 
pocritical Men in believing ; for the one | 
believes always hittorically, and the other | 
only hypocritically for a time. | 

Bur the Faith 1 vowed in Baptiſm, is a | 
firm and conſtant Affent unto rhe Word | 
of God, and Goſpel of Man's Salvation, | 
and an unſhaken Reliance upon the ſame: | 
| So that the whole Scripture is the gene- 7 
| ral, and the Articles. of the Chriſtian 3 
| Faith, ſumm'd up in the Creed, is the 

particular ObjeCt of my Beliet. 

An&1 look upon this Faith to be ſo ne. | 
ceſſary for me and every Chriſtian, that | 

{ forteit that Title without it: For a Be- 

liever is but another Word for Chriſtian. | 

Bur ſtill I know, that how neceſlary 1ſo- 

_ ever Faith is to the dalvation of my Soul, 
yet it 1s not to be got by my own Power; 
tor it 1s the Gitt of God, and the Gracious 
Work of the Holy Ghoſt, which doth 
enable me to aſlent unto, and rely upon 
the Holy Scriptures. 

But becauſe Faith will not profit to 
my Juſtification, without Works of Obe- 
dience 


. 
; y 
4 
®, 


be- | dience to the Commands ot Chriſt ; there- 
iet # fore my Sureties under:ook char I ſhould. 
1d # keep God's Holy Wul and Command- 
of | ments, and walk in the ſame all the Days 
ly Þ of my Life. So that I do acknowledge 
10tY my ſelf bound to pay Obedience to the 
hy- # whole Will of God, revealed in his Word. 
»ne | And I cannot think my ſelf fir to come to 
her Þ the Lord's Table, unleſs I am reſolved to 
{ keep God's Law, and have regard unto 
Safi all his Preceprs; and that too with 
ord | my whole Heart, or fincerely ; and al- 
on, | ways, without intermiſhon or diſcontinu- 
ne: | ance. 
ne-} But whenl profeſs this to be my Duty, 
ian} it 15 not as if I thought I wereto be ſaved 
the # by the Tenor of the Firſt Covenant, the 
* Condition whereof was perfe&t Obe- 
ne- || dience; for this I am no way able to per- 
hat | torm. But becauſe I hope to be ſaved by 
Be- | the Second Covenant, called the Cove- 
ian. Þ zant of Grace, I think my {elf bound to 
{o- F perform the Condition thereof, namely; 
oul, | Obedience, or Faith fruicful in Good 
7erz | Works; which Good Works are the ge- 
ous || nuine Off-ſpring of my Faith, and do 
oth | flow as naturally from it, as Fruits from 
pon || their Tree; and without which , my 
Faith is dead. And you have ever taught 
to | me to ſet a peculiar value upon Good 
Jbe- | Works, becauſe through means thereof I 
zNCC 
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/ glorifie 
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glorifie God, edifie my Neighbour, and ju- 
ſtifie and declare my Faith before Men, 
And according to my prelent Sentiments 
of Religion, 1 look upon Faith and Good 


— — 


Works to make up my whole Duty, as a | 


Chriſtian: And theſe, I hold, are not to 
be ſeparated in my Practice, becauſe Faith 
withour Works is dead, and Works with 
out Faith cannot pleaſe God. 

And though it is my fhrm Reſolution 
to obſerve them hoth, and to believe and 
do as my Sureries have promiſed for me ; 
yet I know I cannot do 1o, but by the 
afliſtance and help of God ; and there- 
fore I will by diligent and humble Prayer 
beg a continual ſupply of Grace, to en- 
able me to believe and do all things 
which at Baptiſm were ſtipulated and 
promiſed in my Name. And I will alſo 
daily offer up my unfeigned Thanks unto 
God, that he hath called me to the know- 
ledge of the Truth; that he hath brought 
me out of my natural State of Sin, that 
he hath admitted me into the Church ; 
and that there he doth vouchſate me the 
appointed Means of Holineſs and Salva- 
tion. And I humbly pray God by his 
preventing Grace, to encline my Will ; 
by his afhſting Grace to give me Strength; 
and by his conſummating Grace to bring 
me actually to pertorm all thoſe Duties 
which 
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which in Holy Baptiſm my God-fathers 
and God-mother undertook in my ſtead. 

And as you ever minded and made me 
ſenſible how greatly I was bound to my 
Sureties, for what they did for me at 
Baptiſm ; ſo you likewiſe have let me 
know the Obligation I had to take up 
their Bond as ſoon as I was able, and ſo 
to diſcharge them. And this I did at 
Confirmation, when I ſolemnly took up- 
on my felt to believe and do all that my 
Baptiſmal Sureties had vow'd and pro- 
miſed I ſhould believe and do. But now. 
alas ! Puing conſcious to my felt that I 
have broke my Baptiſmal Covenant, it 
is my earneſt Defire to be admitted to 
the Lord's Table, on purpoſe to renew 
If. 

But before my admiſfion to that Hea- 
venly Entertainment, I am of Opinion 
that I ought to have a competent Under- 
ſtanding of the more eminent Parts of 
Chriſttanity which you have taughe me z 
and they are theſe Four: Namely, Faith, 
Obedience, Prayer, and the Sacraments. 
And to you who are to admit me, I think 
my felt bound to give an account of my 
Knowledge in each of theſe, and to defire 
vour Judgment whether or no it be ſuth- 
cicnt in order to my Admitlion. 
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I begin with Faith (as that without 
which all the reſt are nor only inhgnih- 
cant, but finful ) which being conſidered 
as my ACt of Believing, I have already |} 
ſaid, That it fignifies my Afſent unto, and 
relying upon the Word of God's Truth, 
and Goſpel of Man's Salvation : So that 
I take the Scriptures to be the general Ob- 
Je of my Faith, and the Creed to con- 
tain the main Particulars to be believed 
by me. I mean, that Creed which bears 
the Name of the Apoſtles, as its Compi- 
lers; and which, I ſuppole to be that Form 
of ſound Words, to the Profeſſion where- 
of Paul exhorts T:mothy to keep conſtant 
and teach others. 

And becauſe before my admiſſon to 
the Holy Communion, I think I ovght 
to be able to recite the Words of the 
Creed, to have a competent Knowledge 
of their meaning, and of the influence 
each Article ought to have upon my 
Converſation: I will therefore . firtt re- 
hearſe the Words thereof, and then give 
you ſuch an account of their Senſe and 
Influence, as I have been taught by 
YOu. 
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[| Belteve in God the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of Peaven 
and Earth: 

Andin Jeſus Chriſt hts only Son 
our Lo2d: Who was conceived 
by the Holy Ghoft, bozn of the 
Uairgin Mary, ſuffered under Pon- 
tius Vilate, WAS crucified dead, 
and buried ; be deſcended into 
Hell : The third Day he roſe a- 
gain from the dead : be aſcended 
into Heaven, and ſitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father A1- 
mighty : From thence he ſhall 


| come to judge both the quick 


and the dead, 

J believe in the Yoly Ghoſk, the 
DPoly Catholick Church, the 
Communion of Saints, the 
Fo:giveneſs of Sins, the Keſur- 
rectton of the Body. and the 
Life everlaſting, Amen. 


Having thus rehearſed the Words of 
the Creed, my next Task is to give a 
{ſhort plain Declaration of whar I believe 
In every Article. 


ARTICLE 


, >—"VA5 PONY KAT pes 1, 
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ARDTICInL 


J believe in God the Father 
Almizhty, Baker of Heaven 
and Carth, 


In this Article I have been taught to 
believe that there is a God, and that he 1s 
an Eternal Spirit, whoſe being is of Him- | 
ſelf, and not from any other ; and that 
{ him all things have their Being. | 
And I further believe, That this God is 
but One, becauſe he is the Infinite, In- 
dependent, and Omnipotent Cauſe, which 
can be but One. | 

[ believe alſo, That this God is the E- 
ternal Father of Chriſt, and that for his 
{fake he is alfo my Heavenly Father z and 
that being Almighty, he can do for me 
whatſcever he will. 

I hkewiſe believe, That in fix Days 
this GOD created all Things of No- 
thing by his Word, for his Glory ; and 
that he {till preſerverh a!l Things by the 
{ame Word of his Power. 


Artic 


"F. 
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AnTIiICLEK 


And in Jeſus Chriſt His only 


' Son our Lo2d. 


In this Second Article of the Creed, I 
have been taught to believe in Jelus 
Chriſt, and that he is the only Son of 


| God, and of the ſame Divine Effence 


with him : That he is called 7e/ws, be- 


| cauſeke is the only Saviour of Mankind : 


And that he is called Chriſt, or Meſfah, 
which ſignifies Anointed, becauſe he was 
anointed to the Three Offices of a Pro- 
phet, Prieſt, and King; which Three, un- 
der the Law, were in an eſpecial manner 


Anointed. 
And I believe, that all theſe Three 


met in Chriſt; and that as a Prophet he 


doth inſtruct his Church, outwardly by 
his Word, and inwardly by his Spirit. 
And I believe that as a Prieſt he made Sa- 
tisfaCtion unto God for the Sins of Man- 
kind, when he once oftered up Himſelf 
upon the Croſs; and that by the Sacri- 
ice of Himſelf, he reconciled God and 
Man. And further I believe, that as a 
Prieſt he continually makes Interceſhon 
for me, andall true Chriſtians, at the right 


hand of his Father in Heaven, and dorh 
bleſs 


=_ 4 - - s - _— = 
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bleſs me in the turning me from my Ini- 
quities. 

In like manner I believe, That 7e/7 
was not only Chriſt, that is, Anointed:to 
be a Propher and a Prieſt in the ſenſe 
now declared ; but that he was alſo a- 
nointed to be a King: And that, as «| 
{uch, he doth govern and preſerve his 
Church : He erects and ſets up his 
Throne in the Hearts of Believers : He 
gives them Grace to ſubdue every rebel- 
lious Luſt, and habit of Sin, that it 
reign not in them: He conquers Satan, 
and reſtrains his Power: He overcomes 
Death, and having received all Autho- 
rity in Heaven and Earth, he rules over 
all Men, and all Creatures , and that of 
his Kingdom there ſhall be no end. So 
that to him belongs ablolute Dominion 
over all, and Obedience is due to him 
trom all. 


AaTICLE IL 


Who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghoft, bozn of the Utr:;11n Mary. 


In this Article I profeſs to believe, That 
when Chriſt was made of che Seed of 
David according to the Fleſh, he was 
made in all things like to my 1elt, except- 
ing 
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ing Sin : For that could afteC neither his 
Humane Soul nor Body, becauſe in both 
he was moſt Holy, as being conceived 
only by the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 


| and born of a ſpotleſs Virgin. For Chriſt, 


that he might be our Kinſman, and capa- 


$ ble to redeem us by paying our Debts in 


the ſame Humane Nature in which they 
were contraCted, it was neceffary heſhould 
be the Seed of the Woman. And that he 
might plainly appear to be that Seed of the 
Woman which was promiſed, it was like- 
wiſe neceſſary he ſhould be born of a Vir- 
gin, who was of that Lineage and Houſe 
of David. All whichT believe from God's 
Word was accompliſhed in the Bleſſed Mo- 
ther of Chritt. 


ARTICLE Iv. 


SUuffered under PontiusPilate, &c. 


This is an Article that you have often 
told me I onght well to underſtand ; for 
it reſpects Chriſt's Death, upon which the 
whole Hinge of my Salvation turns. 1 
find the Hiſtory of it to be clearly and 
fully ſer forth by the Evangeliſts ; and as 
to the knowledge of it, St. Pau/ valued ; 
It 10 highly, that he defired to know no- 
thing elſe but Jeſus Chriſt crucified. _ 

y 


TO * He 0 TEE Umen. 


by my believing of the Crucifixion, I con- 
tels, that according to the Prophecies Chriſt 
ſuftered in his Humane Nature both in 
Soul and Body ; his Divine Nature being 
uncapable of ſuftering. And that this hap- 
ned at thetime when Pont:z5 Pilate was the 


Roman Governour of Fudea; who being 
addicted to Cruelty and finful Compliance, 
condemned Chriſt to be crucified : And as 
Moſes lifted up the Serpent on the Pole 
in the Wilderneſs, ſo was Chriſt lifted up 
on the Croſs ; and by a paintul, ignomint- 
ous, and accurſed Death, did expiate my 
vin, and redeem me from all vain Con- 
verlation, and from the Curſe of the Law, 
and gave me an Entrance into Heaven. 
AIF which unſpeakable Benefits are juſtly 
to be aſcribed to the Blood ct Chriſt, be- 
cauſe it was of infinite value, as being the 
Blood of that Perſon who was God as well 
as Man. © 
And asTI believe Chriſt voluntarily laid 
down his Life, and that his Soul was 
really ſeparated trom his Body ; 10 1 like- 
wile believe, that as a dead Man he was 
buried, after the manner of the Few!/h 
Nation ; namely, that he was bound in 
Grave-cloaths with Spices, and laid in the 
Grave, with a heavy Stone rolled in the 
mouth of the Sepulchre. All which were 
certain Tokens of his Death, as being the 
uſua! 
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uſual known Rites of a Few#h Funeral. 
I alfo believe, That Chriſt being dead, his 
Soul and Body remain'd in a ſeparat2con- 
dition, under the Power of Death ; and 
thar his Soul was reunited to the Body be- 
tore ir did putrifie in the Grave. Bur as to 
the various Opinions about his Deſcent in- 
to Hell, I think them either too high, or 
t00 unprofitable for my reſearch. 

And as you have taught me, ſo I be- 
lieve, that Chriſt's Birth, Death, and Bu- 
rial, or being under the Dominion of 
Death, were the Three Degrees of his 
[Humiliation ; anſwerable to which were 
ihe Three Degrees of his Exaltation., name- 
tr, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and Glorit:- 
(aun tn Heaven. 


UTICLE 


The third Day He roſe again 
from the Dead. 


Though, being a Chriftian, I nezd no 
proot ot Chritt's rifings trom the Dead ; 
ret Oo confirm my Belict of 1o emine:t 
a1 Article, God has given me the Telti 
mMoiy of Angels, ot the Men thatguarded 
t2 Sepulchre, the many Aapparitions of 
Chritt viter he was rifen, the Eftifion of 
12 roy Ghoit upon the Apollles, rh: 
Miracles doue by them in his Naz, $0 
>: 
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that I have juſt ground to believe and pro. 
feſs, Thar the Body of Chriſt ſaw no Ccr: 
ruption,as did the Bodies of the Patriarchs. 


And becauſe it was impoſiible he ſhould 
be holden of the Power of Death, I do 
believe that he did really riſe again, and 


that the very ſame Body and Soul of our 


Saviour, which were ſeparzted by Death, 
were by his own Divine Power reunitcd in 
his Reſurrection. 

And as to the time when he aroſe, I 
have been taught, and do believe, Thar it 
was the Third Day after his Death, which 
hapned to be the Firſt Day of the Week ; 
which Day we celebrate in memory of his 
Reſurrection, and which has immemorial- 
ly been called The Lord's Day. 


Sn CT1CKI 2 ML 


 Peaſcended into Yeaven, and 
lifteth, &c. 


I believe, That Chriſt aſcended by the 
ſim2 Power he roſe: And thar this was no 
other Power than that of his own Divi- 
nity ; by which, as an High-Prieit of good 
ta'ngs ro come, he once aſcended vilibly 
and locally into the Heaven of Heavens, 
as rhe Fiigh-Prieſt once every Year centred 
Into the Holy of Holies, And the rid of 


his 


— 


] 


| 
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or-Bhis. Aſcenſion was I believe, to prepare a 
hs ſplace for Believers, and to receive them 
11d to it ; that where he is, they might be al- 
do 1003 
nd After Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
zur Me took his place at the Right Hand of 
th, $601: Not thar I think God, who is a 
| jn Wnolt abſolute Spirit, hath either Right or 
eſt Hand ; but that this is ſpoken after 
, Ib manner of Men, who place thoſz 
r it (207 they will moſt honour upon their 
ich Fight Hand. And from Chriſt's being 
k ; Wius placed in Heaven, I collect, That he 
his Þ<r< took up his Abode in a ſtate of Ma- 
341- Þi'y and Power, to ſhew that he was 
aave all Creatures in Heaven and Earth. 
x4 that he is exalted ro be the King of 
\nts, and Judge of Sinners ; the Prince 
t our Salvation, and High-Prieſt of our 
nd Þoffon: And that in Him there was 
Union os the Regal Power and Prieftly 
mce, when he fat down at the Right 
the End of the Father Almighty. 50 thar by 
;no Ie former he is perſetly able ro ſubdue 
ivi- Þ his Enemies , and by the latter he 
09d Fth ever inte: cede for, and crerraily ave 
bly Wole that are his. 


well the Quick that thall be alive at thy 
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aTIiCLE VI. 


From thence he hall come to 
Judge, &c. 


As I helieve that Chriſt redeemed me 
by his Death and Patlion, and that by his 
Aſcenſion he is become my Advocate and 
Interceflor with God ; ſo I believe that 
he ſhall come rhe ſecond time from Hea 
ven with great Glory to judge the World. 

Fcr beiides the particular Judgmen 
that paſſeth upon every Man immcdiate 
ly upon his Death, when the departe 
Soul is ſet at God's Tribunal, and exam 

ed of all irs Thoughts, Words, and Achi| 
ons ; I ſay, beſides this particular Jude 
ment, I believe there ihall be 4 genera 
Judzment, when all {hall be judged, 7: 


Day. as the Dead who fha!l then he 5a 
fed up. £:9 that in this laſt Judgmen 
Chrilt Himleit asa ſupream Judge, ſha! 
paſs the nat Sentence, and that the Sain 
as Af! Hors, ſhall paſs their Sentence « 
An;robation. 

| b:1icve too, That Iand all Men thi 
be Ju 16; oy <4 (21!NTS done in the Bod! 
whether Good or L:il: And that ups 
the pronvanciys Ot the. Sevtence, t! 
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ruty penitent ſhall paſs to an Eſtate of 
Eternal Happinels ; and finally, the Impe- 
niteit toan Eſtate of Eternal Miſery. 


SETICLE 
J beltcve in the Holy Ghoſt. 


[taving briefly declared what my Faith 
's in God the Father, and God the Son - 
[ am next to declare whar I b-lieve con- 
cerning God the Holy Ghoſt. And firſt, 
| believe, That without Faith in the Holy 
Ghott, [ cannot believe in God the Fa- 
ther, nor in his Son, as my Lord. For - 
Man can call God Father, but by 1 
Holy Ghoſt; nor can any Man ſay bo. 
te: ſus 1 'S ti12 Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, 
whom I believe to be rhe Third P:rfon in 
the Divine Being, and therefore Truc God ; 
/\nd that as he proceedeth from the Father 
and the Son, (which I believe he doth) he 
is 2 Perſon diltinct from both. 

The Spirit in whom TI believe, is called 
Holy, becauſe in Himſelt he is without 
ll Pollution and Sin; and becauſe he is 
th: Author of all Holineſs in me, and all 
who truly believe in Him : So hat all my 
Holineſs 1s buta Ray of Eftuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which doth furniſh my Heart with 
{piritual and faving Graces, by the Work of 
SanRificarion. B 3 ARTI- 


2I 
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SRKTECQCLE IA 


J believe the Holy Catholick 
Church, the Communion of 
Daints, 


After this plain Account given by me 
of the Arcicles which concern the Bleſſed 
Trinity, I will now give the like Account 
of thoſe that follow ; which reſpect fuch 
only as truly believe in, and obey and wor: 
ſhip the Trinity in Unity ; and who are 
here called the Church. Which I plainly 
take to fignifie all thoſe whom Chriſt hath 
called our of the World, to be his pecu- 
liar People: Over whom he hath a Sove- 
reign Authority, in regard of which they 
willingly and cacartully pay him Homage, 
and obey his Law and Ordinances. 

For by Cr] have been taught to 
underſtand the Corporation and General 
Family of ail True Believers, which 
Family truly deſerves to be called Holy, 
in reſpect of its Head, which is Chriſt, 
who is Holy in Himſelt, and whoſe Holt 
neis iS imputed to all ſincere Believers : 
And vio through the < Grace given to 
tnem, do labour, ſtudy, and endeavour to 
Le I oly. 

And the Church, in this familiar ac- 
ception, I vcNeve is Univerſal, as well as 


Holy ; | 
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Holy ; and that there are in all the Quar- 
ters of the World thoſe who by Baptiſm 
are 14micted into it, and fo made Mem- 
bers of Chrift's Mytical Body, wno are 
gnided by his Soirir, nouriſhed by the 
joy and S:crament; and who are ohe- 
ent to the Rule and Government of 
the Biſho ops and Paſtors, lawfully called 
to their Ofmncics. 
And of chis Soczety of Believers, which 
con{titute the "urhh, {ome are in a ſtate 
us War continually fighting againſt their 
vn and Chriſt's Ecemies ; but yet in daily 
- x60 os ot Triumph, "and a Crown : 
And theſe are called the Chzrch Militant, 
which is on Earth. And fome are 1n a ſtate 
of Peace ; for having fought thegood Fight 
67 Faith, - aud fin! he t their Wariare, tits 
are cant into their Maſter's foy : And 
theſes make the Church Triumphant, which 
is Crown'd in Heaven. Now, theſe I hold 
are not two divers Churches, but the ſame 
Chutch under a different State and Con- 
dition : For I believe the Church to be el: 
ſentially but cne. 
And as Chriſt's Myſtical Body the 
-harch has an Ucn with Þ:, as being 
the Head of it; ſo I believe there is 2 
Common Union among the Members ; 
both thoſe that are glorihed in Heaven, 


Jand thoſe that in ſome degree are fantti- 
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fied on Earth. And this 1s called rhe 
Communion of Saints; ard is the firſt Pri- 
vilege of the Chrittian Church. And 
by Virtue Of ts, ail true Chriſtians COm- 
municate 1n all Offices of Pzery and Cha 
rity; in doing good to one another's 
Bodies and Souls. And this they do up- 
01 the account that they have in common 
One God, one Chriſt, one Spit, ore Lord, 
ze Faith, one Bapiiſm, one Hope. - 


SnTICLE A 


The Fo:gtveneſs of Sins. 


As the Communion of Saints genuinely 
ariſeth trom the Nature of the Univer/a 


both. For none ſhall have their Sins 
forgruen, but thole who /rve and die in the 
Commmunion of the Church: For unleſs 1 
abide in this Ark, I ſhall ceartainly periſh. 

Now Sin, as have been 2ſt: ued, is off 
two ſorts; the one Or1874/, which is the 
Sin of my.Natrre ; the other 47u2/,which 
is the Sin of my Converſation. The for 
mer I brought with me into the World, 
the latter 1 commit while I live therein. 
And both theſe forrs of Sin deſerve erer-$ 
pal Death, and can only be pardon'd by 
the Merits 0: Chriſt. ( For Sin being a 
Tranſgrefiion of the Law of God, it can 
only}! 


S— p—_—y ms A «% 


” 
(| 6 2a = 
. Let 8 hw 


makes it die daily. 


The Catechitmen, 25 


only be forgiven by him whoſe Law it 
trangreſjeth.) For Remiſhon of Sins is the 
Second Priviledge of the Church, which is 
preached to all in theName of CHRIST, 
and ſealed in Baptiſm ; wherein I believe 
my Original Sin 1s preſently pardon'd, and 
tiat my Afaual Sins committed afrer Bap- 
1:/m, {ſhall be pardon'd, it 1 truly repent 
me of the ſame. 

Now, this my Beliet of the Forgive- 
nels of Sins, ſuppoſes that I believe, Thar 
God gracioutly and treely, without any 
Deſcrt on Man's parr, gave his Son to 
die for the World ; and, That for the 
{lake of his meritorious Death, he remits. 
hz Fauir, abſolves trom the Guilt, and 
4cquirs from Puniſhment, a/l1rily pentent 
ard beltievins SINKS. 

And I do fariher believe, That he im- 
pPutes to them the Obcidience of his own 
yon, 40d his Rigntcouſnels, and by means 
thereof accounts them jſt in his /ghr, 

{ bulicye, Thar ll who are Juſtited, 
and thus accuitted. .have tlolinels in fome 
accordin' ro the Condition of 
2 Which Holineſs, tho! it can- 


. . 
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in.gnoc altorether dilcharge them trom Sin, 
Jyct it doth not fatter them to reg over 
them : So that a juliiacd Perſon is not un- 
derits Dominion, nor yields himſeif a.Va/- 
al to it; but refhtis its Commands and 
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And for the greater ſecurity of the 
Forgiveneſs oft Sins, God hath comrmitred 
to his Miniſters an indiſpenſable Power 

and Charge to preach Faith and Repen:- 
zance a5 the Condition of this rorgive- 
nels: te hath likewiſe appointed them 
bo [7 wm and intercede, and ailo to baptize 
tor the Forgiveneſs of ins z and to ad-} 
miniſter the Lord's Supper in memory of 
that Blood which was ſhed tor the Remi/- 
fron of &ins. And indeed all that God 
nath lett-in the Hand and Power of his 

Miniſters, eſpecially tends 'to make Men 
capable of receiving what they believe, 
namely, the Remiſhon of Sins. 


AnaTICLAE AL 


The Ueſurrection of the Vody, 


It was the hope of the Fathers under 
th2 Old Tettameat, as well ir is off 
Chriſtians under the New, That thereſ 
ſhall be a Reſurrection both of the JuſtÞ 
and Unjuſt: And it it were otherwiſe, | 
Chriſtians of all Men would be moſt mi- 
ſerable ; and all that I have learn'd, andſ 
you have taught me, concerning Chritti- | 
anity, would be in vain, Bur I firmly 
and truty believe, Thar my mortal Body 
ſhall! be raiſed trom the Corruption of 
the 
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27 
the Grave, by virtue of the ReſurreCtion 
of Chriſt. And this my Belief is founded 
upon the Power and good Pleaſure of God, 
who both can and will raiſe from the dead 
the very ſame Body that died. 


AATICLE ME 


The Life everlaſting. 


The Enjoyment of everlaſting Life, is 
the laſt Chriitian Priviledge, and that 
which crowns the reit : And I have lear- 
ned to underſtand by this Life, the Enjoy- 
ment of all trv2 Happineſs in Soul and 
Body. For I believe that the Faculties of 
the Souls of juſt Pertons, ſhall be perfeCt- 
ly entightned and ſanctificd, and thar their 
Bodies {hall live aiter the manner of Spi- 
rits, and be exccedirgly slorified. 

And oppoitce to this Life everlaſting, 
there i3 ain everlaſting Death 
which is tae Porcion of the Wicked. And - 
that as Lite everlaſting conſiſts in the Fru- 
on, fo 1 believe everlaſting Dzarh con- 


Nlits in tae Lols of Goll's Pretence, and all 


other Comforts; and is the enduring of 


. the ſting of Conſcicnce and Torments of 


Hell for ever. 

But as my v-lteving all the Ayticles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, us rhzy are ſumm'd 
up in that which 1s called the Apoſtles 
Creed, 


— 


Creed, ſuppoſes that I am to learn not 
only the Words, but likewiſe the Sex/e of 
the Creed ; ſo it alſo implies, that I ſhould 
live like them that do believe ; for other: 
wil? my conſenting to the Truth of the 
Articles will ſtand me in_no ſtead. And 
therefore, not medling with remote and 
learned Inferences, I will draw ſuch from 
each Article ,as are near and fimiliar.fhort 
and edilying. 

As for example : From my believing 
that God created me,. I inferr 1 am bound 
to be obeilient and ſubject to Him. By my 
believing that Chriſt redeemed me, I think 
it my Duty to yield up my felt to tim as 
his Purchaſe, and to be wholly diſpoſed 
by Him, and employed only in his Ser- 
vice. My bclieving Chriſt's Conceprion 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and his Birth ot the 
Virgin, ſhould make me diligent to firmy 
Heart for the Holy Ghoſt ro overſhadow, 
and for Chriſt to he born in it. My beliet 
of Chriſt's Crucifixion, ſzould teach me 
to crucihe the Fleſh, with the AﬀeCtions 
and Luſts, ard to de{troy the Body of Sin. 
My belief of his Death and Burial, ſhould 
mak2 me content to die for the ſake of 
Truth, being affured, that if I ſuffer for 
Chriſt, I ſhall alſo reign with him. It 
ſhould alſokeep me from being diſhearr- 
i.ed.by Death, ſeeing that Chriſt by dying, 
hath. 


hath taken away the Scing of Death , 
which is Sin, and made it an Entrance in- 
to Lite. My believing the Reſurrection 
of Chriſt, ſhould make me actually riſe 
from Sin to a new Life; and utterly to 
torſake my Sins, as Chriſt did the Grave, 
to which (atter he was once riſen trom it) 
he return'd no more. My believing Chriſt's 
Aſcenftion, and fittieg at the Right-hand of 
God, ſhould teach me to ſet my Aﬀtections 
on things above, and not on things on the 
Earth. The believing a Judgment to come, 
ſhould make me careful ſq to walk.as that 
[ may not be condemned in it. My believ- 
11g the Holy Catholick Church and Com- 
munion of Saints, ſhould renderme migh- 
ty circumſpect to preſerve Charity, which 
is the Bond of Peace, and to avoid all 
things deſtruQtive of Catholick Unity. 

The Remiſtion of Sins, which I believe, 
!/hould make me highly toeſteem all thoſe 
Ways and Means which God hath ordain- 
el in his Church to convey uy#$# me this 
Remiſhon, and to perform the Condition 
on which it is promilcd. 

My believing the riſing again of my 
Body, ſhould make me watchtul againſt 


411 things that may keep. it from being in 


4 fit condition to riſe to Glory; and to 
praiſe all ſuch Vertues as may prepare 
it for that Heavenly Condition to which L 
expect 
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expett it ſhould be raiſed. And my beliey. 
ing the Life Everlaſting, ſhould make me 


diligent to employ my ſhort moment ofF, 


Time here, that my Everlafting Life here- 
afrer, may be a Lite of Joy, and not cf 
Miſery. 

And thus from all the Article of the 
Crezd, I am to draw Motivesto ſtrengrh- 
en me in all Chriſtian Practice; to 
which end my learning and believing of 
them is defign'd. And mill I do this, I can- 
not rationally pretend to make good what 
I have promited when I was baptiz'd, 
namely, To believe all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith. And withont this, I think 
my felt unfic to partake of the Lord's 
Supper. 

I now proceed to Obed:cnce, which you 
have frequently taught mz, 1S the ſecond 
Head of my Chriitian Prutefhon, and that 
it has the Ten Commandments tor its 
Rule ; and of theſe, as well as of the 
Creed, I ought ro have a ccnvenient 
Knowledge, both as ty the Words and 
Meaning, before 1 come to the Lord's 


Fable; becauſe the keeping of God's Com: | 


mandments. is ce part of that Vow 
which I have broken, and come thirher 
tO I2New. 

And ©:cſt, I have veen Catechiſed, That 


in each Commandment there is ſomething | 


required, 


rec 


In 
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required, and ſomething forbidden , fo thar 


"BI may be guilty of trangrefling it, either 


LEA 
6.1 


by doing what I ought not to do, or by 
aving undone what 1 ought to do. 

As to the things forbidden by the 
firſf Commandment , 1 have learned. 
that they are chiefly Atheiſm, or the De- 
nial of God's Berng, and the multiplying 
and ſerving of falle Gods , as alſo the not 
lerving the only truce Gop aright. And 
of this laſt I look upon my felt to become 
egregioully guilty, when I ſufter any 
thing to ſhare with God in my Worthip 
of Him; and when 1 am guilty of Hypo- 
crifie, Irreligion, Indevotion, | Arai L wk 
pets, Herefte, Schitm, Apoſtacy, Infidelity, 
Preſumption, Deſpair, Carnal Security, 
Fride, Diſobedience, Impatience, and 
Murmuring, and willtul Ignorance of his 
Word. 

And I have been taught, That by this 
{1me Commandment it is required of me 
t9 acknowledge but One God, and to have 
Him for wy God, and to love, fear, obey, 
and truft in Him above all others, and to 
ferve Hlim truly all the days of my Lite. 

And as to the things forbidden in the 
Seconn Commandment, 1 doubt not 
bur they are, The appointing of any kind 
of Image for Religious Worſhip, the re- 
preſenting of God by a viſible likeneſs ofs 
any 
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any thing z, the worſhipping of Creatures; 


the neglect of the Worſhip of the True 
God, or the Worſhipping Him after a 
falſe manner. 

And the Duties enjoined in this Com:- 
mandment, are to Worſhip the only True 
God, according to his own Preſcription ; 
ro Worſhip Him both in my Body an4 
Syiritz to bear a due regard to all the 
Parts of his Worſhip, as Prayer, the 
Word, and Sacraments; to come t9 
them with ſuitable Preparation, and to 


yield 2 due Veneration to all P/aces, Times, | 


Perſons, and Things, rightly ſet apart. for 
God's Worſhip. And to ſuch as thus 
worſhip Him, he hath promiſed Mercy 
and Kindneſs ; but has threatned to be 
a ſevere Puniſher of them that do other- 
wile. 

[n the Third Commandment, I am 
forbidden all irreverent Thoughts of God; 
all Blaſphemy, or diſhonourable mention 
of his Name ; all Perjury, or breach of 
lawful Oaths ; all occaſioning the Name 
of God and True Religion to be blaſ: 
phemed. 

And, on the other fide, I am enjoined 
to think and ſpeak reverently of God's 


Name and Attributes ; ro glorifie him in | 
his Holy Word and Ordinances; to uſe | 


%is Name with Reverence in taking Re- 
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ligious Oaths; to ' obſerve ſuch Oaths 
with an hoiy Care and Conſcience ; and 
to gloritie his Name by a pious Conver- 
ſation. 

The Fourth Commandment.requires 
me to keep holy; or to fanctifie all ſuch 
Days, which are ſeparated from a Com- 
mon to a Religjous Uiz. 

After God had in Siz Days finiſhed the 
Works of the firſt Creation, he ſanctifed 
the Seventh Day , and commanded his 
People to ſanQtifie it. But after the Re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt, inſtead of the 
Seventh Day from the beginning of the 
Creation, the Firſt Day of the Week was 
hallowed, and called emphatically The 
Lord's Day. And the Obſervation of it 
has been the univerſal practice of the 
Cliriſtian Church. And 1 think my Ieit 
bound to ſpend this Day in an eſpecial 
attendance on God's Service; ſuch as 
Prayer, Preaching, whey of the 
Sacrament : Relieving the Poor, Medita- 
ting upon the Works of Creation and 
liedemption, &c. 

And on this Day I have been taughr, 


| that] am forbidden all worldly Under- 


takings and Employments, vain Sports 


C and Kecreations, and all Actions but 


thoſe of Piety , Mercy, Neceility and 
Decency. 
Now 
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Now theſe forr firſt Commandments 


reſpect my Duty roward God ; and the fix - 


ap 


that follow, regurd my Neighbour and 
my felt. 

And the firſt of rheſe fix (which is th: 
Fifth of the Ten) Commandments, 


may be called the Commandment ot Re: 


the 


/ 
\ 


lations: For it teaches me firſt my Duty, 


to my Natural Parents, and that I am to 
honour them. Which implieth, that I am 
to fear, reverence, ſuccour, and obey 
them. It ſecondly teacheth me my Duty 
to my Political Parents, namely, the King, 
and all in lawtul Authority under him; 
whom alſo I am to honour and obey. It 


(thirdly) teaches me my Duty to my Ec-E 


clefiaſtical Parents, Spiritual Paftors and " 


Teachers. And it likewiſe binds me to 
carry my felt lowly an reverently to all 


my berters. In ſhort, I have been ravght, Þ- 


that this Commin1menr doth concern 


all the mutual Ducies among all forts and [7 


degrees of Inferiours and Superiours, from 
the King to the Maiter of a Cottage. And 
there is an eſpecial Promiſe annexed to 
this Precept, t encourage all to obey it, 
In pzrtorming their reſpective Datics one 
to another. 

In the Stxth Commandment, which 
concerns Man's Lite, all thoſe things are 
forbidden me which any way tend to 

the 


ts, 
f18 
ind 


The Catechumen. TY 


the injury of the ſame ; as Hatred, cauſ: 
Jeſs and revengetul Anger, contrivance 


t Man's Death, occaſions of, and actual 


and wiltul Murder. And at the ſame 


ime this Commandment requires me, as 


"Far as I am able, ro preſerve the Lite of 
Man; and that I ſuſtain ir with Food 
and Raiment, that I prudently avoid all 
Dangers, and conſcientioully fly from all 


ſuch Vices, whereby humane Lite is ha- 
zarded ; and which are deſtructive both 
of the Body and Soul of him that com- 

its them. Such as Drunkenneſs, Un- 
leannels, Ec. 


which concerns a chaſte Conſervation, I 
am forbidden all Atts of Adultery, and 
rornication, together with unlawtul Mar- 
age. And likewiſe all fuch Thozghts. 

ooks, Attire, and Words, as promprt and 
Inveigle to Uncleanneſs. I have turther 
vcen taught, that by this Commandment 
all ſuch things are torbidden as may oCca- 
110n any of theſe, as Idleneſs, Exceſs 1n 
ating and Drinking. So that on the 
ontrary, Iam enjoined to keep my Body 
In Temperance, Soberneſs and Chaſtity; to 
preſerve Modeſty in Thought, Behaviour, 
and Apparel. 

In the Etghth Commandment.which 
oncerns Man's Eſtate, I am, as 1 have 


been 


——_— 
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been taught, forbidden all Detraudation 
or deceittul Stealth, Opreitiyn, and vio 
lent Robbery, Sacriledge, or pillaging 0! 
God ; all Bribery and with-holding orhe! 
Men's Dues, with all covetous Deftres. 

And on the contrary, I am bound b 
virtue of this Command, to give to. a 
their Dues, to live in ſome lawtul Cal 
ling, and therein to be diligent; to re 
ſtore that which hath been ſtolen; t 
give Alms to the Poor, and to avoid thi 
Company of all ſuch as would entice m 
to break this Law. 

The Ninth Commandment, concern 
Man's Good Name, and forbids me t 
Lye, to raiſe or receive, or to divulg 
any falſe or malicious Reports againſt m 
Neighbour. It likewiſe forbids all ground 
leis Suſpicions, together with ſubornin: 
and encouraging of falſe Witneſles, 

And. on the other hand, it enjoins m 
to love and ſpeak the Truth ; ro preiery 
my cwn Reputation, and when it is ſea 
lonable, to vindicate my own Innc 
cence, and the Innocency of my Neigh 
bour, when I know either to be unjuſltl 
alperſed. | 

in the Laſf Commandmet, which « 
Ipecially reſpe& Man's Detires, I am to! 
bidden ro cover my Neighbour's Goods 
ot what narurce or ſort ſoever : And I an 

rs 
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equired to regulate my AfﬀtcCtions , to 
cltrain all finful Defires; ro he content 


8 oFiwith my preſent Condition, tolearnand la- 
rhFbour truly to get mine own living, and to 
S. Ko my Duty in that ſtate of Lite unto 
1 bitwhich it hath pleaſed God to call me. 


And now. having given this account 
of the Ten Commandinents, 1 leave ir 
reſto your upright Contideration, whether my 
knowledge of them be ſufficient toqualifie 
JF me for the Holy Communion. 

The Obedience 1 owe to © theſe Pre- 
cents, is the next thing that important. 
er ly concerns me. And here [ openly con: 
e 1 icis, that it is not in my Power to obey 
God's Commandments, without his the- 
cial Grace ; bur rhar it this be once {hd 
Tin my Heart, it wilt enable m2 ro obey 
1110Y them. And when my Obctliercz is 2re. 
fanbjul, and ſincere, thovgh mix'd witi1 
my much Weakneſs, Imperiections, and ma- 
erVY ny Sins, yet (it therein I live not wiltully 
ſel impenitenr) 1 do unteignedly believe God 
nn will accept and crown It. 
ighll Bur I have been often taught, thar this 
{UW ſpecial Grace of God cannot be obtained 

but by diligent Prayer ; which you hive 
h & to!d me is the Third General Branch of 
i my Chriſtianity, and . thar ir has for its 
oc Rule that Divine Form Chriſt compoſ:d. 
al and which trom him is called The Lord's 
L Pray- 
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Prayer. And this conn'ts of a Preface 

ſix Petitions, and a Conc! ton: Of each of 
which I wi:l now giv. luck an account a 
I have: learned from vou, beginning with 
the Preface, nam<-:y, 


Durfatyer which art inDeaven: 


Wherein I am taught to dire&t my 
Prayers to God, as to a Father whom [1 
ought to approach with holy Reverence, 


and with humble Confidence that he will] 


hear and. grant what I pray tor. 

And to him only . Prayers ought he- 
made, becauſe he only is every where 
preſent to receive them, and every way 
able ro grant what is pray 'd for. 

The Six Peririons now follow, where- 
of the Thre2 firſt concern God's Glo- 
lory ; and the Fhree laſt concern Man's 
Wants 


FaESTiTION L 


Dallowed be thy Name. 


In this Petition I am taught to dclire, 
and chiefly to endeavour the glorification 
of God's Holy Name, which Name in 
general {ignites God Himſelt, and in 
particular all his Titles, as Lord, geroveh, 
&C. next, all his glorious /\rrrioures C1 
LXCUCL 


KC 
hat 
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xcellencies, rogether with every thing 
ceFhat has a peculiar relation unto him, as 
olſhis Word, hl Houſe, his Day, Ec. 

aſl So that ih this Petition I pray, That 
30d would ſtrike my Heart with ſuch an 
eavenly Awe, that I may humbly reve. 
nce his great Name, and carry ſuch a 
ſpect to all things that relate unto him, 
1d his Worſhip, as may maniteſt my 
onour to his great Majeſty ; that my 
ly Profeſhon be not blaſphemed, bur 
orihed by my felt and others. 


PETITION TIT. 
ku Thy Kingdom come. 


{ © 


1y IN Divines tell me, and I heartily believe, 
at God has a Threefold Kingdom : 
e- Wi. 4 Kingdom of Povrer, whereby he 
O- Wcth over all Creatures, even his profet- 
5 Wl Er:mics. 
2. A Kingdom of Grace, whereby h 
eth in the Hearts of his Children, by 
Word and Sprrit. 
3. A Kingdom of Glory, which is in 
ven: And in a more eminent raanier 
2, FW! begin at the laft Judgment, when 
n Fit (as Man) ſhall deliver up the 
1 $:1om ro God his Father; when all 
1 F$>4arsihall be taken in to Retgn with 
» Þ: 4nl or this Kingdom there {hill be 


4 "TP 
'Y Cilis Aid 


<> 
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And in praying that God's Kingdon 
may come, I defire, that God would ſta. 
blith his Throne, and Rule for ever in 7 
my Heart; and by the Power of hi G 
Grace ſubdue all thoſe rebellious Cor 
ruptions that exalt themſelves again{ 
him : Thatthe Go/pe/ may be ſetled where 
it is not received, that all the Ends of the 
Earth may ſee the Salvation of Chriſt 
That he would haſten the coming of hi; 
Kingdom of Glory, and 1o conſummate an 
accompliſh the Kingdom of Grace. 


PETITION TIE 


Thy Will be done in Cart 
as it 1311 Deaven. 


{ have been corſtantly Catechized t 
believe,» That the Will of God is eithe 
(CC1 et Or revent:  ; and that I am to DJ 
Obedieiice to them both ; pariently 1ul 
nittting ro God's iccret Will, and chen 
fully pertorming, as far as I am able, hi 
revealed Will, as it is ſet down in | 
Word. 

Ard as the doing of God's Viill, an 
not my own, 1s the marter of my Uh: 
dtence, 10 the manner of my Chcdienhy 
1s the Example of the holy Angels i 
Heaven, who execute the Commands 
(G0 


Tye Catechumert. AL 


QGod with readineſs, ſpeed, faithfulneſs 
and conſtancy. | 
F $0 that in praying Thy Till be done, 
Ti &c. I defire God to enable me by his 
UF Grace, cheerfully to ſufter God's Will in 
"Hall his Aﬀictions, and readily to pertorm 
"Sit in all his Commands. And that God 
TK would give me of that Heavenly Zeal to 
Yhis Service, wherewith - the ble{ſed An- 
\.Meels are inſpired : That I may obey his 
| Will, with the like warmth ard ch=ertul- 
"MWnels : and that following them in their 
Obedience, while I am on Earth, I may 
be jcined with them to fing eternal Prat- 
ſes in Heaven. 


th PETITION IV. 
Bive us this Day our daily 
Wl Bread, 


This is the firſt of the Three Petitions 
hat concerns Man's Wants, in which I 
am taught to profeſs my dependance up- 
Sn God for this preſent Lite, and every 
hing that ſupports it : For by Bread 1 
ave: been taught to underſtand all out- 
ard Comforts neceſlary tor this Lite; 
Ind that I am to pray, that by direct and 
onelt means I may enjoy 1o much of this 
VV orld's good, as is convenient and agree: 

ible for my preſent Condition, and jul Oc- 
Go C cafrons. 
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caſions. And by laying | Day | TI int 
mate my Contentedneſs with preſent Ne 
celſaries, and my purpoſe to coatiny 
daily Prayer for them. And by thu 
praying, I calt my Cares upon God, an 

zclare that only from his Fatherly Han 
I expeCt the good things I want, and hay 
the good things I enjoy , and that by hi 
Bleſſings the Creatures are ſanCtified t 
my moderate and thankful uſe. 

I likewiſe under the term of Dat 
Bread pray, That God would pive 
that continual ſupply of his Grace, whid 
may ſuſtain and nouriſh my Soul-unt 
Eternal Lite. 


ERTLITLION Y. 


And fo2give us our Treflpa 
les, &c. 


By Treſpallcs, or Debts, are meant mi 


vins, for which I am daily ro beg p 

don, and to beſeech God not to exaCtt 

me the Penalty of them; but to accex 
of Chriſt's Satisfaction for me, and fd 
his ſake to diſchar;ze me from the Del 
which I owe to his Jaſtice. And that 
may not jorfe'r (:04 Pardon, by denyin 
mine to my 33 etautcizs t pray tor tho 


( 


( 
)! 
( 


Bowels of C-mpati.on ro ochers, veinidgj 


L {ig1il ii1o much nzed of from God. M 
| iq 
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Woroiving ochers tlieir Treſpafies, being 
ve uſed as an Argument to move God 
So iorgive me mine. And it I who am 
Wrote to revenge, cin by God's Grace 
orgive others; how much more will 
od, who is infinite in Mercy, forgive 
We ! Bur if Ido not forgive, Iſhall nor be 
Worgiven. 


FETITION VL 


And lead us not into Temp- 
ation,but deliver us fron Evil. 


As in the former Petition I am taught 
0 pray for deliverance from the Guilr 
and Condemnation of Sin, 10 in this I 
pray to be delivered from the power of 
din, And ſeeing I am unable to with- 
ſtand thoſe multitudes of Temptations 
that daily aſſault me, I beg of God either 
to reſtrain them, or in his Faithfulneſs 
not to ſuffer me to be tempted above 
har I am able; bur in all my Temptati- 
Wons to make me a way to eſcape, that J 
de not overcome by them. And becauſe 
Satan is that Evil One which is alway 
?mpting me. to fin, I beſzech God to de- 
oliver me from him, and from. being taken 

in his nates, 


C-2 The 


* - Je Ca ecYUmetN. 


The CONCLUSION. 

Fo2 thine is the Kingdon}* 
the Power, and the Glozy, fi. 
eber and ever. Amen. - 


Some tell me that theſe Words are 
| eſſential part of the Prayer, but an ad; 
) tion whichT may uſe or omit, without aſl. 
| injury to the Sacred Form. ' 
But for my own part, I think th. 

Words ought to conclude this and all m 
Prayers; becauſe rhey contain an Acknowlf 
, ledgment of God's Majeſty, Power, Gl. 
2 ry, and Eternity, which are chiet Mi 
*- rivesto pray, and which give Lite and 3 b 
rit to the Duty : For theſe Excellencies bill;. 
ing all in Am towhoml pray, they area. 
ſo many Props to my Faith, and Aſſurance: 

that 1 ſhall be heerd. | 
For it is a principal Reaſon for m 
praying to God, That his is the King 
dom, and that he Rules over all thi 
World; and that as a Good and Loving 
4 King, he is eafie to be ertreated by hi; 
ji Subjects; ready to procect and - lupplyſir 
l them amid{t all their R/ants and: Adverfip 

zures. And by my acknowiedgment 0l 

254's K ngdom, I oblige my #11 to obey 
L919 05 135 Goverment Mb 

uſt 
uti; 
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"i of his Obedience, I cannot be thought 
be in earneſt, when I ſay, Thy King- 
B11 come, and Thine is the Kingdom. 


The Power. 


The Bcliet of God's Power and All- 
ciency, 1s a ſecond Reaſon to pray 
wo him. It were to no purpoſe to make 
cticion to One who is not able to be- 
w iyhar | deiire. For be the Will ne- 
ſo-rcady, yet where Ability is want- 
F. the Ferttioner 1s never the nearer to 
an his Requelt. Bur ſeeing God 1s 
' rather, he cannot want Will; and 
inz he .1S aifo my King, he cannot 
> 0rt Power to giv2 what 1 ask Him. 
w icing that the Boivels of a Father, 
| the Arm, of a king, ave bork 11 Fim 
mom my Supplicution is dirccted, I 
only may, bur juſtly ought, ro rely 
ba him for all things neceflary for this 
e, and rhe Lite to come. And when 1 
to place my whole and final Depen- 
ce on God, inſtead of honouring, 1 
roach him, when I acknowledge his 
Ver. 


Ci 
thi 
V1ng 
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EN 


bl The OGlozy. 
cnt: Glory of God, as it encourageth 
aſt Prayers to him; 10 it is that of which 
Cmielt is moſt tender > My Glory I will 
C 3 not 
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rot groe to another. This is the aim of a 
his own Diſpenſations, and ought to I 
the end of all my Faith and Prattic 
And when I tell God, that his grantinfÞf 
my Prayers is for his Glory , [ lay 

ftrong an Obligation upon him, as 
thinks he cannot refiſt. But if the HF 
nour of all I have, or am, be not, as 
ought to be, aſcribed unto God, fra 
whom I receive all ; if I impute ar 
thing to my ſelf, or my own pracu 
ment, I cannot ſay as I ſhould, Thane 


#be Glory. [ 
. Foz ever and ever. 


This is my acknowledgment of Go 
Eternity, that he is the ſame yeſterday, 
day, and for ever, His Kingdom 
have no end, and his Power and Gl 
is not like that of Earthly Princes, fadif 
and tranſitory ; but erernal, without| 
ginning and. end. Were I to make 
Requelts to a' mutable and a mortal G(Þ'c 
one ſubjeQ& to change or ending, I ſou 
want one of the moſt concluding Am. 
ments for Prayer. But ſeeing he, wh 2 
[ Petition, is for ever and ever the {ane 
merciful God, who hath always -heaſſter 
and doth {till hear the Prayers of pap"ne 
penitent Sinners : For ever a King, ad 
to obliged ro help his SubjeQs; tor of ta 
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of aſk Potentate, and ſo able ro do them good ; 
o Ind one, for whole Glory it 15 to grant my 
25 Kequelts ; [ may with comfort conclude, 
tin hat this Almighty, moſt Mercitul and 
ay F-crlaſting Father, will hear, and do tos 
Wne, rhoug oh not always according to my 
> P@viſn and defire, yer always as he {hall ice. 
15 Fao!t convenient for me. 


; Amen. 


ine \Vith this I am told the Fes uſed to 
iole all their Prayers; and that the Chri- 
tan Churcb enjoined the People in their 
iturgies, t9 conclude all their Prayers 
GoSvich this allo. And it was thought of 
"yp, great importance, that it was called. 
Wie Seal of Prayer. And by my hearty 
GleSind zcalous lay ho Anen to what IS pray- 
21d tor, 1 exprels 
at 7. My faithful aſſurance and reliance 
> fipon God, that he will hear me as he has 
 GFtromiſed : -Call xpon me in the day of trou- 
ode and I rid bear thee : Ask, aud ye ſhall 
Argp*ce- 
wh 2: I expreſs by my ſaying [| Amer] with 
{zz Congregation, that I agree with 
hexlem, and that we all do preſent bur 
" paſp}ue common Vote ; that with one Heart 
r ad one Voice we all Petition God. And 
7 ef have this to encourage me in this Har: 
C4 mony 
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mony and Conſent, That if God will 
grant the Requelts of Two or Three 24 
ther'd togerher in his Name, he will much} - 
more lend his Ear to a pious Mulritude, 

to a whole Congregation. 

My humble and zealous ſaying 
Amen, doth teftifie my. Attention to the 
Prayers : Thar I am nor alleep, or have © 
my Thoughts wandring. And indeed a 
Oie Way tO Keep out drowzineſs and diÞ 
{tracted, idle and impertinent ThoughrN" 
at the hearing of Prayers, is the Conſt 
deration thar at the end thereof I am toſſ 
{ry Amen ; that is, I am, as it were, toſf< 
{et my Seal to what has been prayed for, 

and that by fo doing I challenge a ſhare” 
therein, And indeed if I neglect this, I" 
can {carce ex»24 any part or inter in" 
the Prayers that are madz. l 

To conclude; In this Word | Amen } ally” 
the Prayer .is F - mm'd up and avmride'd; i 
and it was, as TI have been taught. 0; " 
{ch hngular importance with the Primi! 
tive Chriſtians, that they ſpoke it with” 

0 great Zzal, as that he'who heard their 
Vo! CC, Wi ould have thought 1c had been 
2 roaring Sea. or Thunder z; which ſhould 
awaken my Dr owWZinels, and move me q 
with Vigour and Warmth, to declare my 
f:zrvent Delirzs to have thoſe Prayers 
hzard of Cod, to which I ſay fuch an 
cariell, 


C6 
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earneſt, hearty, humble, 
Amen. 
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The Dodrine of the Sacraments. 


In the Creed I have been taughr, That 
God by his Son hath redeemed me and 
all Mankind ; and in the Doctrine of the 
Sacraments which makes the laſt part of 
my Catechiſm) I have been taught, how 

thar by them God doth exhibit and ſeal 
unto Believers, thar Redemprion which 
Chriſt purchalc d for them. 

And as to the numbcr of theſe Sacra- 
ments, L have learned they are but Two, 
und only Two; namely, Baptiſm, and 
the Lord"s Sup er. And Lam convinced, 
that all Men ought to receive theſe Two, 
_ deiire to be Saved : Vhich 1 do nor 
{0 underſtand, as it God could not Save 


(without them ; but that they are the In- 
; Fitrumenral Mcans, and ordinary Seals, by 


which God hath promiſ. < to convey and 
aſſure Chriſt's Merits ro me, and com- 
manded me this way ” receive them ; 
lo that wiltully to ect, or to W ant 
the IND ments Wien . 7 may be had, 
is to caſt aſide God's Ordinance, which 
every C arittian 15 boun d ro obey. And 
2ST have been taught, {o look upon the 
"ray its, as tie Conditional _——_— 
C J IPs 
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which God requires to be obſerved of 
them unto whom he impz *'s his Grace: 
Not as if this Grace, where © Worthy 
Receiver partakes, were a natural, or 
{upernatural Quality in the Sacrament; 
but that it is from God Himiclf, which 
is the Author of the Sacrament ; 10 that 
Grace is received from God by means of 
the Sacraments. 


And this I have learned not only tromB 


you who are our Pariſh-Divine, bur al- 


fo from Mr. Hooker, whoſe Judgment IÞ 


have heard much praiſed by many of 


our beſt Clergy. . This (faith he) is theſ 


Neceffity of Sacraments : Thar ſaving 
Grace, which Chriſt originally is, - or 
hath for the general Good of his whole 
Church, by Sacraments he ſeverally de 
Tives into every Member thereof. Sacra- 
ments ſerve as the Inſtruments of God 


to that End and Purpoſe. Moral Inſtru-N 


ments, the Uſe whereot is in our Hands, 
the Effect in his : For the Uſe we have 
his expreſs Commandment z for the Et- 
fect his conditional Promiſe : So that 
without our Obedience to the one, there 
is no appareit aſlurance of the other : 
As contrariwiſe, where the Signs and Sa- 
craments of his Grace, are not eirher 
through Contempt unreceiv'd, or not Te- 
ceiv'd with Contempt ; we are not to 
doubt 
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doubt but they really give what they pro- 
miſe, and are whar they fignihe. 

I tully acquieſce (as to this Point) in 
the Judgment of this Conſiderable Au- 
thor. The Sacraments of the Chriſtian 
Church, are, as I faid, Two; namely, 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. By 
Baptiſm I have my Admifhon and En- 
tranc2 into the Church; and it 1s the 
Waſhing of Regeneration, by which I 


'Þ am new-born : And by the Lord's Sup- 
| per (to which I now earneſtly defire to 


be admitted) I believe 1 ſhall be nouriſh- 
ed, preſerved, and grow up in Chriſt. 
And thzsſe Two Sacraments I am lure 
were of Chriſt's own appointment. And 
ſeeing that by the one 1 am entred into 
the Chriſtian Proteſſhon, and by the other 
| am therein ſtrengthened and made per- 
tect ; I ſee no need of any more. 

And not to trouble my {elf with the ſe- 
cular uſe of the Word Sacrament, it ſerves 
my turn to underſtand ir-in the Senſe of 
the Church ; which tells me 1t 15 an out- 
ward and viſible Sign, of an inward and 
ſpiritual Grace, OrJained by Chriſt him- 
{elf and a Means whereby we receive the 
fime Grace, and a Pledge to affure us 
thereof. Now this Deſcription of a Sa- 
crament, I have been often told, is the 
uneafieſt Point in all my Catechiſm : . 

Wi 
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will therefore, in order to be better 1n- 


torm'd, ſzr down my tenſe of this De- 
{cripion. 
And firſt, by an Oziward and Vinkible 


Sign, I underſtand that which preſents it | 
ielt to my Eye, and repreſents ſomewhat 


elſe to my Underſtanding. As for ex- 


ample, in Baptiſm zÞc Ourward and Vijible 
ſign is Water, wherein the Perſon is dip- 


pel or ſprinkled. And the inward and 


{piritual Grace which is thereby fignified, F 


is a Death unto Sin, and a New-birth un- 
to Righteouſneſs, both which by the 
means of Baptiſm, are conveyed to the 
Baptized. 

{ have heard you, Chatechiſing upon 
this Point, declare, That it was the an- 
cient manner of Baptiſm, to put the 
Perſon baprized under Water. ard then t0 
eake him out again; and that this was 
done to ftgnifie his dying unto vin, and 
Tifing again to Newnels of Lite. 

The firtt declared the weakning, thz 
deading, and putting oft of Sin : The 
latter thewed the perfortaance of thoſe 
Actions of Men, who being quickned 
by the Spirit, endeavour to ſerve God 
all their Days in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs. 

And in the Lord's Supper there is alſo 
an Outward and Viivle dign; namely, 

Bread 
{ 


— 
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Bread and Wine, and an inward Part or 


| Thing ſignified, to wir, the Body and 
| Blood of Chriſt, which are ſpiritual- 
| 1y received by all the worthy Communi- 
| cants, and which being 1ſo received, 
| their Souls are {trengthened and refreſhed ; 


and the ſame effect is wrought in the 


| Inner Man, by the Holy Myſteries which 
| is in tne Outward by theſe Elements. 
| And as firength is from Bread, and 
| cheertulneſs from Wine ; ſo I hope, and 


expect, that when I, am admitted ro the 
Lord's Supper, my Heart will be eſtabliſh- 
e1 by Grace, and my Soul ſtrengthened 
and my Conſcience made cheartul and 
light with the Bleflings and Benefits that 
tg Sacrament will exhibir, ſeal, and con- 
vey unto me ; ſtill ſuppoking that I am in 
{ome competent meaſure fit to commu- 
nicate. And in order to be ſo, I havelearn- 
ed from my Catechiſm, that theſe tollow:- 
ing Daties- are required of me ; namely, 
Selt-Examination , Repentance, Faith, 
Thankfulneſs, and Charity. 

And for my afiltance in the Know- 
ledge and Examination of theſe Graces, 
I have choſen The Iniredtion to the Sacra- 
ment, Wwrittea by Dr. Addiſon, Dean of 
Exuchpield, on purr oſ for luch Capacities 
as my own : And it ic this familiar ac- 
count of my Knowicage in Religion, 

you 
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you to whom I commit the Care of my 
Soul, ſhall judge me competent to be ad- 
mitted to the Lord's Table, I ſhall eſteem 


my Condition happy, as being perſuaded | 


that I have no other Means to repair my 
Vow of Baptitm, which by numerous 
ways I have broken, and to renew the 
Covenant I made with God when I was 
Chriſten'd ; and to he reſtor'd to all the 


Benefits of Baptiſm, forfeited by the Sins | 


I have committed ſince I was Baptized; 
I ſay, I am perſuaded that I cannot ob. 
tain theſe Things by any other Appornted 
Means, but by a due receiving the Holy 
Communion. 


MODS O —— = AA 
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THE 


Toung Perſon's Devotions, 
Upon his firſt Admiſſion to the 


LOR Ds TABLE. 


Expoſtul ation. 


Ile Thou then, O God, Vouchſate 

me to partake ot that which my 

Soul has ſo long thirſted after ! Shall I 
this Day be admitted a Gueſt at that Di- 
vine Banquet, from which my own Un- 
worthineſs ought tor ever to exclude me / 
Wilt thou be 1o gracious to a miſerable 
Sinner, as to accept of a renewing of the 
Covenant I made in Baptiſm, after that 
by numerous ways 1 have violated and 
broken it ! Then, Lord, I will nor abſent 
my felt, but draw near, hoping to be 
found in the number of thoſe whom thou 
doſt invite, even of thoſe who truly and 
earneſtly repent of their Sins, who are in 
Love and Charity with their Neighbours 
who intend to lead a new Lite, to 
thy 
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thy Commandments, and to walk from 
henceforth in thy Holy Ways. For upon 
theſe, and no Terms elſe, do I come t9 
the Holy Sacrament z which yet I dare not 
receive, till with all humility of Soul and 
Body. I have proſtrated my ſelf, and made 
Confeſſion of my Sins. 


The Confeſfion. 


Lmighty GoJ1, Father of our Lord 

Jeſus Chritt, Maker of all Things, 
Judge of all Men ; 1 acknowledge and be: 
wait my manifold Sins and Wickedneſs, 
which 1 from time to time moſt grievoul- 
ly have committed by Thought, Word, 
and Deed, againſt thy Divine Majeſty, 
provoking moſt juſtly thy Wrath and In- 
aignation againſt me. I do earneſtly re- 
pent, and am heartily ſorry tor theſe my 
Miſdoings ; the remembrance of them 1s 
grievous to me; the burden of them is in; 
tolerable. Have mercy upon me, have 
mercy upon me, molt Mereiful Father; 
for thy Son, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſike, torgive me all that is paſt, and 
grant that I may ever hereafter ſerve and 
pleaſe thee in Newneſs of Life, to the 
Honour and Glory of thy Name, through 


Teſlus Chritt our Lord, 


Prayer 


The Catechumen. 


Prayer for Pardon. 


Pais me, O Lord. whatſoeverl have 
tranſgreſs'd againſt thee, from the time 
of my Baptiſm, even to this very Moment, 
whether againſt Knowledge, or throngh 
lznorance, at home or abroad, fleeping or 
waking, in Thoughts, Words, or Deeds : 
Whether occaſion'd through the fiery Darts 
of my Ghoſtly Enemy, or by the unclean 
Delires of my own Heart ; Have mercy up- 
on me, and grant me pardon through Je- 
{us Chriſt. Amer. 

Remember not the Sins ef my Youth, 
nor my Tranſgreffions: According to thy 
Mercy remember me, for thy Goodnels 
like, O Lord. 

Lord, the Sins of theſe my younger 
Days are many, the Breaches innumerable, 
wherewith I have ignorantly or fooliſhly, 
tor want of Knowledge or Conſideration, 
oitended againſt thee: Lay them not, 1 
beſeech thee, to my Charge, bur of thy 
own free Mercy and Compatſon to 
4 wretched Sinner, be thou pleaſed to 
be reconciled unto me, and ſeal the ſame 
to my Soul by this Bleſſed Sacrament. 

For thy Name's ſake, O Lord, pardon 
my Iniquity, for it is great. 


| have 
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\ Thave mary ways greatly fined 2g2inft 


_ thee, and have no ground of hope tor 


Mercy, bur only from thy fize 2bundant 
Pardon, which I know exceedeth my vins, 
and for which I am the more abundantiy 
qualified, by how much my tate 1s more 
truly miſerable. Or the account therefore 
of thy Free Pardon to the greateſt Sinners, 
lo they be truly penitent, I beſeech rhe? 
to be reconciled unto me, who this Day 
unteignedly repent, and turn to thee. 


For purifying the Heart. 


A Lmighty God, unto whom all Hearts 
A. be open, all Deſires known, and 


trom whom no Secrets are hid; cleanſe 


the Thoughts of my Heart by the Inſpirati- 
on of thy Holy Spirit, that 1 may ſincerely 
love thee, and worthily magnihe thy holy 
Name, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Lmen. 

O Lord, give me Grace this Day to re- 
ceive the Bleſſed Body and Blood of thy 
Son, my moſt Bleited Saviour, into a 
clean, Charicable, and thanktiul Heart, that 
it may pertetly cleanſe me trom all Dregs 
of Sin; that being, made clean, it may nou- 
riff} me in Fa'th, 5:0pe, and Charity, and 
Obedience, with ail other Fruits of Spiri- 
tual lite and growth in thee : That in all 
the 
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the future courſe of my Life, I may ſhew 
my felt fuch an engrafred Member into 


| the Body of thy Son, that I rhay never be 


drawn to do any thing that may diſhonour 
his Name. Grant this, O Lord. I beſeech 


| thee, even for his Merit and Mercy ſake. 


Amen. 
For Self-Examination. 


A pay God, and moſt merciful 
Father, give me, I beſcech thee, 
that Grace, that I may duly examine the 
inmoſt of my Heart, and my moſt ſecret 
Thoughts, that I may know how I ſtand 
before thee. Lord, I confeſs all my Sins, 
and my Unworthineſs to preſent my ſelt 
at thine Altar. But thou, and thou only 
canſt forgive Sin, and give true Repen- 
tance ; do both moſt gracious Father, and 
then behold I am clean to come unto thee. 
Lord, make me a worthy Receiver of thar 
for which I come, even Chriſt, and For- 
giveneſs of Sin in Chriſt; and that for 
his own Mercy 1ake and thine. Amer. 


For 
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For belief of Chriſt's Preſence, without 


Diſputing the manner. 


Lord God, hear my Prayers ; and 

while others diſpute, grant that ] 
may ſtedfaftly believe z behold I quarrel 
not the Words of thy Son my Saviout's 
bleſſed Inſtitution : I know his Words are 
no groſs unnatural Conceir, but they are 
Spirit and Life, and ſupernatural. He 
hath promiſed me, if I come wortht- 
ly,- that I ſhall receive his moſt precious 


Body and Blood, with all the Benefits of 


Pafhon, without amuſing my felt then a- 
bout the manner of receiving Flim. Lord, 
make me able, make me worthy to re- 
ceive Him ; tor grant me this Favour, and 
I knowT can no more die eternally, than 
his Body and Blood can again die and be 
ihed. Lord, fo waſh and cleanſe my Soul, 
that I may now aid at all times elfe come 
prepared by hearty Prayers and Devotion, 
and b2 made worthy by the Grace of this 
blefſed Sacrament, the Pledge and Earrelt 
of Erernal Life, in the Merits of the ſame 
Holy Je\us, who gave his Body and Blood 
for me. ten. 
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Immediately before the fight of the Bread. 


Lord God,howl receive the Body and 

Blood of my moſt blefſed Saviour 
the price of my Redemption, is the very 
Wonder of my Soul : Yet thatI do receive 
them, is my firm and conſtant Belief. At 
this time they are graciouſly tender'd tome 
and my Faith : Lord, make me a worthy 


Receiver, and be it unto me according t9 
my Saviour's Word, Amen. 


Looking upon the Bread and Wine, ſay, 


Thou that fitteſt on high with the 

Father, and art here invifibly pre- 
ſent with us; come and ſanctifie theſe th 
Creatures of Bread and Wine, and thoſ: 
by whom they are to be received. Amen. 


As the Bread ts commg to you, ſay, 


E thy Body, I beſeech thee, O Lord 
Jeſu Chriſt, which was given tor me, 
preſerve my Body and Soul unto everlaſt- 
ing Lite ; and grant that I may take and 
at in remembrance that thou haſt died 
{or me, and feed on thee in my Heart 
by Faith and Thankſgiving, Amen. 


As 
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As the Wine 7s brought, ſay, 


Et thy Blood, I beſcech thee, O Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which was ſhed for me, 
preſerve my Body and Soul unto everlaſt- 
- 1ng Life; and grant I may drink this 
in remembrance thy Blood was ſhed for 
me, and be thankful. Amer. 
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To the Right Worſhipful 
ROB HH I D E, Eſq: 


y Truly Worthy and much 
- Honoured Patron. 


SIR, 


HE following Papers were at 
firft only deſigned for the Help 
nd Service of my own Pariſhwners, 
our Tenants ;, ) and being reſolved to 
xpoſe them to Puvlick Cenſure, 1 need- 
d not deliberate to whom they were 
Ire; wor did any Thought interpoſe but 
bis one, That they were ot worth your 
ye or Owning, However, I conceived 
bey might ſerve as a Witnels of my 
leep Apprehenfion of your Generous and 
riendly Patronage. 
And therefore, with all heartineſs 
nd heighth of Gratitude, I put theſe 
Pers into your hands, hoping that 
hc you read them over, you may meet 
with 


Epiſtle Dcdaicatory. 
with ſomething beſides my Frailties, e- 
ven thoſe Truths which will make you for 
ever happy. 

And now, Sir, being no great Friend 
#o the common Vanity of Letters Dedi- 
catory, pardon me, that for making 
Court to you, 1 humbly apply my ſel 
to your gracious Maker, That zou az 
enjoy Health and Proſperity, and be 
long, long happy in the inviolable Af- 
feion of that Honourbale Lady, yow 
truly Noble and Pious Conſort 5 ardff {; 
that the God of Bleſſings may daily tt 
bleſs you both. , 


in cl 


Your moſt Obliged, and S: 


Moſt Humble Servant, vc 


L. Addiſon 


M. 


AN 


| 


AN 


INTRODUCTION 


TO THE 


Sacrament. 


| Eing in your behalt to enquire 
into the Duties you are to 
dilcharge, when you come 
to the Holy Sacrament ; be- 
tore I deſcend to a diſtinct handling 
thereof, give me leave firſt to mind you 
of the End of your coming thicher 
which I take to be none other, - than 
chiefly to renew the Covenant you made 
with God in Baptiſm who is pleaſed in 
great mercy to admit you to the Lord's 
Table, in order to repair your Vow of 
Baptiſm, after that by numerous ways 
you have broken it. And when it ſhall 
be your Care worthily to Communicate, 
God will vouchſate graciouſly to accept 
you, and in the Lord's Supper to reſtore 
you to all the forfeited Benctits of your 
Baptiſm. 

II. Seeing then that the renewing of 


your Covenant is the great Buſineſs of your 


coming to the Blefjjed Communion, it 'S 
2 highly 
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highly reaſonable that you have a full 
and clear underſtanding of the Nature 
of that Covenant which you are to renew. 
And in order hereunto, you are to know 
in general, that the Covenant to be 7e- 
newed by you, is that into which you en- 
terd at Baptiſm : Where the Covenant 
God at firſt made with Mankind which 
is the Foundation of all Chriſtianity) is 
applied to every particular Perſon, who 
at Baptiſm ſolemnly give up their Names 
unto Chriſt, and enter upon the Profeſ: 
fion of his moit Holy Religion. And to 
the end you may more clearly compre- 
hcnd this important Truth, it 1s conye- 
nient that you a little reflect upon that 
double Covenant God made with Adam, as 
he was not only the Patriarch, but Repre- 
ſentatrve of all Mankind. 

IH. Where you may find that the firſt 
Covenant was made with Adam, imme- 
diately upon his Creation, when he was 
in his flozriſhing Integrity, and endued not 
barely with a perte&t Knowſedge of his 
Duty, but with a ſufficient Porwey of per- 
forming it. When Adam, (I ſay) was in 
a moſt excellent Szate and Condition, God 
made an Agreement with him to this 
purpoſe ;. v:z. That if he took care to 
continue in Obedience ro his Maker, 


then his Knowledge and S1rengib ſhould re- 
main z 
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main; and after a long and pleaſant Life 
upon Earth, at laſt he ſhould either put 
oft his Body, or have it, together with 
his Soul, taken up into Heavenz and 
therein both be happy and glorious to all 
Erernity : Bur it he diſobeyed, and ſo 
broke this Covenant, he was to loſe the 
perfect Knowledge of his Duty, and his 
Strength of pertectly diſcharging itz and 
was alto to be ſubject to temporal Dearth, 
which is a ſeparation of the Soul from 
the Body fer a time ; and to death eter- 
nal, which is a Baniſhment from God's 
#racious Prefence for ever. And as up- 
on his breach of Covenant Adum was 1i- 
able to the firſt fort of Death, and in the 
appointzd time ſuifer'd it ſo had he like 
wiſe undergone the ſecond kind of Death, 
if God in his unſpeakable Mercy had 
not come to new Agreement with him. 
Now all that you need to know concer- 
ning the firſt Covenant, is, (1.) That 
the Condition thereof was wonderful 
eafie for Adam to have obſerved, ſee- 
ing no more was required of him than an 
abſtinence from one Tree only in the 
Garden where Ged had placed him, 
which reſtraint could not be grievous, 
ſting he was allowed a freedom of all 
the reſt. (2.) That Adam, at his Wife's 
inſtigation, eat of the forbidden Tree, 
D 3 and 
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and by eating thereof, broke rhe firſt Co- 
verant; the effects whereof were no 
m:lder than rhe loſs boch ot the Know- 
ledge and Abilicy of doing what God 
required of him : For immediately upon 
nts tranizreting God's Commandment, 
the Light rhat vas in Adzm hecame dim, 
and his Strength (like Sampſen's upon the 
utting otr of his Locks) was extreamly 
weakened ; ſo thar he became {ſo teeble 
and detective, and miſerably crippled 
both in his Under ſ/i:nding and W:ll, that he 
could neirher clearly diſcern, nor exactly 
Zxecure his Dury. - (z3.) You are to know, 
Thar all Men being in the Loins of Adam, 
vere infected with his Sin, and like him, 
became deſlitute of a right underſtanding 
of their Dty, and Ability to diicharge it ; 
backward to Gcod, and prone to Evil : 
Tlumane Nature upon Adam's Fall became 
fike a fick Stomach, which doth not only 
oath what 7s tholſome, but luſt after that 
whicD 7 quite otÞerwiſe. 

TV. But when Adam by Diſohedience 
had forfeited the Benefits of the f/?, Gol 
was pleaſed to make him a j/ecord Cove: 
ant, and therein to accept ot another, to 
pay the Debts, and pertorm the Dwurzes in 
his ſtead, for which he had made him: 
ſelf altogether unable and inſolvent. And 
this is that Covenant which only now 
COll- 
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concerns you, and which at th2 Com- 
munion you arc t9 renew, and whereof 
you ought to have 2 tull and cler under- 
ttanding : For it would found very oddly 
tor a Man to pretend «4 moit foleinu rencow- 
ing of he knows not what ! 

V. Now in tracing cut the Nature of 


his Covenmnt. you wil find 3 ns 
this Covenant, you wilil nnd it was made 
$25 PS ® Ip FS \ . L J ” Sn - 7} © Ss 
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dering the oreat Love Ge 
ever Lore Minn, you may imagine ÞF 3; 
ur our Greet Farewt to.lie 
lons under the torture Reiefions and 
bellifh Pains, Wit vihich bis CO1:CIence 
was loadel by the Confideration of his 
Sin, and which have ever been found to 
bez the molt ratural Effeffs of doing vi- 
cioufly ; bur that he preſeptly relieved 
his afflicted Mind, by entring into a gra- 
cious Compact with him, and ſhewing 
him how he and his Oft-ſpring were tra 
be ſaved from that Deſtruction he had 
brought upon both. And the firlt reve- 
lation of this Covenant is met with in 
Gen. 3. 15. which with great plainneſs 
is repeated Ger. 22. 17, 18. compared 
with Ger. 12. 3. and Gen. 18. 18, The 
Contents of which Texts, the Son of Sz: 
rach calls the Bleffting of all Men and the 
Covenant, Ecclejtaſticizs 4.4. 22, 

D 4 VI 
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VI. And ſeeing, as has been ſaid, That 
the great Buſineſs of your coming to the 
Lord's Table, zs to renew the Covenant of 
your Baptiſm, which you have broken; 
(which Covenant of Baptiſm 1s no other 
than rhe ſecond Covenant made with Man; 
kind in general, applied to you in particu- 
ticular) you are to underſtand, That a 
(Covenant (as we now conhider it) zs « 
mittual Agreement betwixt God and Man, 
conſiſting of Mercies on God's part made 0- 
ver to Man, and of Duties {or Conditions) 
en Man's part required by God. So thatir 
is neceliury for you to know, 
1. What the Mercies are, which on 
(30.1's part are made over to Man. 
2. What the Conditions are, which on 
Man's part arc required by God. . 
VIE And /t, as to the Mercies which 
on God's part are made over to Man in 
the /econd Covenant, the ſumm thereof is 
the Seed of the IWoman, or the ſending 
Cyrift to take upon him the Nature of Man, 
andto be as a Second Adam to ſupply what 
was wanting in the Firſt, and to perform 
that ſinleſs Obedience which was the Cond: 
tion of the firſt Covenant he being voth in 
Birth and Converſation abſolutely Inno- 


cent. And though the thus ſending of 


Chriſt (the Second Perſon of the ineftable 
Trinity) be the abridgment of all Fon 
&[- 


we ns Ca a —_—_ xa =O Fe © 


— FE © 


A 


to the Sacrament. 7; 


cies of the Second Covenant; yet under 
this Title many Benefits are contain'd.. 
For you are not to. imagine that the Son 
of God came only to gaze upon the Mi- 
ſeries, and to condole the Wretchedneſs 
of that Nature he had taken, or to paſs 
by 2 as the Prieſt and Levite did the 
wonuded Traveller : But with the good 
Samaritan, he bound up our Sores, and 
provided us of all thoſe means of Recove- 
ry whereof we were utterly deſtitute, 
and put us in a right way of being 
and continuing healthy. And this he 
did, 

VII. Firſt, By making known unto 
you, and as many as believe on him, the 
whole Will of God ; afluring all ſuch as 
tail. not to do it, that they ſhall meer 
with a moſt gracious Acceptance, and 
bountiful Reward. During the time of 
Chriſt's troubleſome Pilgrimage upon 
Earth, you know it was one Chief part 
of his Employment ro give ſuch Com- 
mands and Counjels, as by their own in- 
ward Goodnels were ſuihcient to approve 
themſelves tro Man's Rational Nature. 
His Doctrine w2re no Veil, nor was It 
wrapt up in Typ23 and Shadows; bus 
both in its Perſpecuty and Zejtice, Chriſt 
ſhew'd bimſe't to be the Sor of Righreow/- 
neſs, Mal. 4. 2. He would not ſugter his 
5 Got 
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Goſpel like Moſes's Law, to confilt in 
Carnal, but Spiritual Obſervances ;*not in 
cleanſing the Pollurions oft the Body, bur 
in puritying the Aﬀections of the Soul. 
And by giving a Law proper to this End, 
he proved himſelf to be a true Prophet, 
whoſe Work is not only to foretel what 
ſhall be hereatter (though in this ſtricteſt 
ſenſe of the Word, Chriſt was io far 
torth a Prophet as was needtul for his 
Church) bur to inſtruct what Men are to 
do; to expound, fignifie, and make known 
the Mind and good Pleaſure of God. 
And this he did in his Sermons, efſnecial- 
ly in that on the Mount; wherein he 
hath ſhewn upon what Terms eternal 
BlefIedneis is to'be had under the Gcſp-:l. 
He alſo revealed ſome Commands of God, 
which were not before {o expreſly revea- 
jel; and expourding ſuch as were 1o oh- 
icurely revealed in the Old Teſtament, 
that Men thoughr not themlſclves fully 
obliged ro obey rizem. 

IR. And as a Prophet too, or Sovraign 
{n{tirutor of the Church, Chriſt appoin- 
ted Ceremonies and Dzſcipline, or Sacra- 
ments and Eccieliaſtical Cenfures ; All 
which he delivered either in Parables, or 
plain Propontions. lo which you are to 
cive a Willing and full Aaffent, a cheertul 
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eglecting the uſe of whatever he hath 
hought fit to preſcribe. And if you cannot 
it firſt fight ſo clearly comprehend ſome 

yſteries of the Goſpel, your Reaſon 
1, Fwhich in it ſelf is proud and carnal) 
er, Fnuſt be ſubjeQ to Faith, which can eafily 
It Brade through thoſe Depths, which to 
eſt (Reaſon are unpaſſable. Above all, give 
ar Kiligent attention co Chriſt as your great 
11s Prophet, being ready and defirous to be 
to Kluly inform'd of that 11/1// of God which 
v1 ſh: came to reveal. 
d. | X. And as the firſt Mercy of the ſecond 
al- KCovenant was to have Chriſt to be a Pro- 
he het in the ſence now mentioned ; 16 
al Enother Benefit thereof” was to have him 
1. I b: vour Pricit. You meet in Scripture 
d, Frith Two Orders of Prieſthood, vis. one 
d- Wt Aron, and another of Melchiſedech. 
9- Ehe Office of the Auroncal Prizfthood 
It Fonfifted chiefly in Sucrificing, "not Ex- 
ly Blnding B/e/ling of rhe Peo- 

!- Bur the Otlice of the Gen. 14. 18. 

IN Ble/:b;/edechion Pricfihood , 
N- Br principally tO Bleſs; nor dnying 
a- Bur that it bad allo a liberty to Sacrifice, 
IL Chrift wasa Pricit according 10 boti theſ; 
I Wr7”77's, 
0 NI. And t:-/t, he was a Prieſt accor- 
Il Firs to the Urder of 4urcn > by Virtue 
T Srhcrcoft, hu oferd up himſcit ujon tie 


_ ” 


76 An Jntroduction 


Croſs , and by that Sacrifice of Himſel 
once offer d, he compleated the who! 
Work of Satisfattion tor Sin, and put : 
end to all the old /egal Sacrifices ; (whit 
had indeed an Eye to this Satisfactio! 
but were not able to accomplith it. ) 
fatishie God for our Sins, not only th: 
one of Adam, but all the Sins of all Ma 
Rind that truly repent and amend ; 3 
by this means to obtain for Man Forgr 
neſs of Sins, the Favour of God, and 
demption from Hell and eternal Damnatio 
which was the Puniſhment due toe 5! 
Ani all this he did by his Death, So th 
if you truly and heartily repent of, a 
forſake your Sins, you ſhall receive tl 
Penefits of that Sacrifice of Chriſt, whic 
he offter'd as a Prieft ; and your Sit 
though never ſo many and heinous, ih 
be forgiven you, and you ſhall be ſave 
trom thoſe everlaſting Puniſhments whic 
aie die jor them. 

RU. Secondly Chriſt is a Prieft accc 
dirg to the Order of Melchiſedeck ; at 
though he did not enter upon this till 
ter he was 71/en from the dead, yet it th: 
rot End until the Conſiummation of 4 
things. His Aaronical Prieſthood expint 
with himiſelt upon the Croſs ;; but he 1 
mams a Prieft for ever, atter the Ord 
of Melchiſedeck. And as the Office 


[ 
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mſcFhis Prieſthood conſiſted in Bleffine and 
vholPraying for the People, (as you may col- 
ut affett from Gez. 14. 18.) it belongs alſo un- 
whicto Chriſt, God having ſent him to bleſs 
Ctiofyou, as St. Peter ſpeaks, As 3.26. And 
) Thhe following Words declare, that this 
7 thÞleſſing confilts in turning every one from 
Mais Iniquity. And thoſe excellent means 
; anſuſed by Chriſt tor this end (which ought 

2781080 be reckon'd for the greateſt Bleſſings) 
nd Rþire (1.) A Succeſhon of Prieſts, (an 
zationfloly Order , of Men) whom he conti- 
to Siually employs by their Miniſtry to work 
S0 thin Men's Hearts a fincere Obedience to 
f, anghe Goſpel. (2.) A giving to all humble 
ve tiChriſtians ſtrength to enable them to 
whiÞvercome vin. (3. ) His interceeding 

r Sitvith God for his Servants, that they may 
3, ihaFontinue in well-doing. And as he did 
2 ſavehis laſt while he was upon Earth, pray- 
 Whigrg that his Diſciples Faith might not 
ail ; ſo he {lil purſues the ſame Office of 

t accqpraying for the Church, now that he is 
e ; anpſcended up into Heaven, where, fitting 
till at the Right-hand of God, he makes re- 
it ſhahueſt for us, Rom. $. 34. And it is your 
of 4Puty, as a Chriſtian, to comply with 

expit{Chiiſt herein, and to be willing to be 
1t he Fhus bleſſed by him, in being turned from 
e Ordyour Sins : And not to rcfilt his Prayers 
Jilice and Interceflions, not to render all his 
i Bieſhings, 
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Bleſſings, the means of Repentance, voidf: 
and truitlels, by your wiltul continuance 
in Iniquiry. But when you ſhall uſe 
theſe Bleltings to the end they are de 
hgned by your Saviour, and ſhall ceale to 
do evil, and learn to do good, not expett 
ing Forerveneſs. or valvation, upon otherſp 
Terms than Chriſt has propounded them: 
when you ſhall be careful to run diligent 
ly the Race Jeſus has ſer before you; 
then may you expect to receive the 
Prize, even a Crown that fades not, 
which God the Righteous Judge ſhall {er 
upon your Temples ; nor tor you own, 
bur the Merits of your High-Prieft ; who 
according to the Order of Aaron, offer d 
himſelf a Sacrifice ; and according ro the 
Order of Mel: hiſedeck, blefſes and prays 
for you. | 
X1lI. And as the ſecond Mercy off: 
the ſecond Covenant is, thus to havef| 
Chriit tor your Prieſt; fo the zh7rd is, t9 
have him for your King. And he exer- 
cileth this'Supream Offce. by reigning 116 

your Heart by his Holy Spirit, (if you 
do not refift and quench it) which givcs 
you ſtrength to overcome Temprari 
ons to fin ; and enables you to do whatÞ 
God requires of you. And that _ you 
might have no pretence to refuſe the 
Kingly Government of Chrift, as roo 
hav 
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oidavy and difficult, he has made his 
nceſÞke eaſte, and Burden light z; having 
uſe ken oft from the hardneſs of the Law 
de.flt given to Adam, and inſtead of that 
> tofilels Obedience, or the never commit- 
eQ.þ2 the leaſt Sin upon pain of Death 
herſyhich was required of him) he now 
>m: Þks for no more than your honeſt and 
ent. arty Endeavour to do what you are 
Qu ;fe, and accepts of f{incere Repentance 
thefſhzre you fail or miſcarry. And it he- 
not, Þ the gracious Nature of Chriſt's King- 
{>| Office thus to govern and rule you, 
wn, to lubdue your Enemies, it would be 
vhoſſzthing worle, it poſſible, than Diſ- 
Pr dtenmty and Ingratitude, to diſob: ey and 
rheÞd out any diſloyal Paſſion or Rebel. 
rays Wt againſt him ; not to. vow and pay 
0 him pertect Loyaity and entire Al- 
of Fiance, not to entruſt him with your 
14veÞtection ; not to haye Peace or War 
\ toÞb any bur his Friends and Enemies , 
xer-Þ to pay him your Homage and Reve 
» jn ſee 3 not to give him a Tribute of your 
you ance, by relieving his necefſhtous 
ivcs Fmbers, &c. Now to keep you from 
ati. tering in theſe particulars, and to ob- 
char you to a cheertul diſcharge thereof; 
vou Fit, as your King, hath promiſed. and 
"th2Þ! not fail, to preferr you in his Cae- 
10 Nlal Court to an eternal we {ht of Glo 
2403” ry. 
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ry. and to make you Co-heir with hin{- 
{elf of that Kingdom of Heaven, which"! 
he went to take poſſeſſion of at his AF" 
cenſfion, and which he will give to ally"! 
who by their impenitent continuance. in 
Iniquity, make not themſelves unfit toſf" 
receive it. Your Duty herein is, to I! 
excecding careful not to forfeit youſſi© 
ſhare in that Kingdom which Chriſt ha 
purchaſed tor all that fairhfully obey hi 
which certainly you do, if you continu 
impenitent in any Sin. 

V. And when you have thus plain: 
ly conſidered the Mercies which in th 
jecond Covenant are on God's part mad: 
over to Man, you are next to conlide 
what thoſe' Conditions are, which 1 
Man's part are required by God ; and 
which you are to obſerve, it ever you 
hope to be partaker of the Benefits of the 
{zcond Covenant. And theſe you will F 
find to be not (1.) a perfe&, abſolute, ex 
act Obedience, ſo as never to offend in 
any kind ; this was the Condition of the)" 
farit Covenant. Nor, (2.) never to have 
tormerly committed any deliberate Sin 
Nor, (3.) never to have gone on in any 
habitual or cuſtomary Sin for the. timeQ® 
paſt; though this be moſt heinous andg© 
provoking, and may Juſtly throw you in th 
r0 the fteartul apprehenſion ot the Divine 
Diſplea 
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himDiipleaſure : But it is the New Creature, 
hichfor a renewed, fincere, honeſt, faithful O- 
 AfÞedience to the whole Goſpel ; giving 
 allffup the whole Heart unto Chriſt ; the 
> inflfcady Performing of that »which God 
t toffſcnables you to perform, and bewailing 
» ffyour Frailties, and cordially ſorrowing 
youſſſior the Iniquity both of your paſt and 
- baffſpreſent Lite, and beſeeching God's par- 
nim$don in Chriſt for all that you have done 
inueÞemils ; ſincerely labouring to mortifie 
every vin, and perform uniform Obe. 
bedience unto God ; and from every fall 
filing again by Repentarnce and Retfor- 
mation. In ſhort, the Condition requi- 
ted ro make you capable of the Benefits 

of the ſecond Covenant, is firſt by Faith 

to accept of Chriſt as your Prieſt to Seve, 

your Prophet to Teach, and your King to 

Rule you: Next, to have all thoſe Graces, 
raith, Hope, Charity, Self denial, Repen- 
tance, Ec. ( mention'd in the Goſpel ) 
united, and truly and- ſincerely rooted in 
your Heart; though mixed with much 
weakneſs and imperfection, and perhaps 
with many Sins ; which if not wilfully 

and impenitently lived and died in, Catt- 

not debarr you of the Benefits of the 1c- 
cond Covenant. But if you neglect theſe 
things, your Condition will be worſe 
than if no ſecond Covenant had =_ 
mauve * 
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made : For you ſhall then be to anſwer 
not for the Breach of the Law only, bu 
tor the Abuſe of Mercy ; which is of al 
Sins the moſt provoking, 

XV. Now if your guilty Mind tell; 
vou, That you have broken theſe Co 
ditions, and therefore forfeited the Mer 
C:25 of the Second Covenant ; then know, 
th2t ic cannot be renewed but by a wo 
tiy receiving of the Sacrament ; anllf 
worthily you cannot receive 1t till you 
repent of your Sins. And all thoſe thing 
are to be accounted Sins and Tranſgrdj 
ors of the Covenant, which are dilagree 
able ro your Vow of Baptiſm, in whict 
che general parts of your Duty are coi 
tained ; and it is a competent Re, h 
which all your Actions ought to be mea 
tured. Knowing then what in Baptuln 
you have vowed to do, by applying youſF- 
Actions unto that Vow, you may eafilſÞ 
conclude wherein you have done amil; 
Only take heed you deal not parcialj 
with your Soul, by looking upon youſf 
Sins in groſs ; but do your utmoſt ende 
vour to diſcover the particulars :. Recall 
as 1ar as you can, all the Pallages of you 
Lite : Confider all the Inſtances whet 
in your Vow hus been tranſgreſled ; a 
wherein you have yielded to the TemptF 
tions of Satan and rhe World, to grey 

he 
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fiyerthe finful Luſts of the Fleſh : How you 

byIbave tailed of that holy Converſation ro 
) : Eg 
f anffrhich you ſolemnly bound your felt 
rhen you promiſed to believe all the Ar- 


tellicles of the Chriſtian Faith ; every onz2 
Conffet which Articles is a Pledge of good 
Me$/9/7g: And how you have wandred 


from thoſe Commandments in which 
ou Yow'd to walk all the days of your 
Lite. 

XVI. And you will find this particu - 
ar ſearch of your Sins, both proper and 
eceſlary in order to their Forgivenels ; 
hich cannot be expected without con- 
ng and forſaking them. But how 
Ither of thoſe can be done, without a ' 
ſtint knowledge of your Sins ; or how 
ou can diſtinetly know them witnour 
his particular ſearch, I am not yet 1o 
runder the power of Fancy, as to ima- 
ine. And albeit, that by no pofhible di- 
ence you can diſcover or call to mind 
rery Sin committed fince Baptiſm; and 
Ilbeit roo, there is no particular Confteſh- 
1requir'd of the Sins whereof you are 
iuperably ignorant ; yer ignorance of 
youſ our SINS will be no Plea, when 1t 1s ſu- 
rere@iiie, and occaſion'd through negleUt, and 
. Þroceeds from a want okrimely conhider- 
zpaſ's what you have done. _ 

\tifh ANVIL In drawing up a Liſt of your 
th: vINS, 
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Sins, take heed of ſetting down ſuch on. a 
ly as hang ſcandalouſly in the Eye of the 
World, and are ſo notorious, as that the 
Sun bears witneſs of their commiſſon; 
But you are to ſearch your Soul to the 
bottom, to rifle every corner of your 
Heart, as knowing you have to deal 
with God, whoſe Law in nothing more 
declares its peculiar Excellency, than in 
reaching Man's Thoughts and De/ires ;, and 
torbidding him no leſs to cover, than wk; 
ſteal his Neighbour's Goods ; and no 1:1 
to luſt after another Man's Wie, than to 
commit Adultery with her. And this 
Conlideration is argument enough to. in; 
cline you to an accurate ſearch and en: 
quiry, firſt, into all the ſeveral forts of 

ins whereof you may juſtly ſuſpe&t your 
felt to be guilty z carefully looking into 
ſuch, which by reaſon of their ab{lruſa. 
nature, .are not ſo ſoon taken . notice of, 
either by your ſelf or others : And te 
ſearching into the ſorts and Kinds of Sins, 
you will find them all reducible to thokR. 
of Thoughts, Speech, and Action. 

RVII. The firſt fort of theſe Sins, 
thoſe of Thoughts, you may learn from 


GoJ's own Obſervaticn, Ger. 6. 5. whenſ; 


he ſaw that every Imagination of Man's 
Heart was only evil continually. G, - mr 
whic 
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which our Saviour had reipeCt (St. Marth. 
15. 19.) when he ſaid, That or of the 
eart proceed evil Thoughts. Andthough 
he hanogyiupet there ſpoken of, may reach 
further than Reaſonrmgs and bare Thoughts, 
yen to ſome ſubſequent Attions, becauſe 
hey are ſaid to come out of the Heart 
ind, Mark 7. 20. to come out of the 
an ; yet this excludes not 0rd:mary evil 
[houghts thereby to he fignified : For 
ele are doubtleſs the Sezds and Begin- 
ings of all thoſe wicked Contrivances, 
Yhgns, and Machinations which Men 
& and are guilty of in the World. 

XIX. Thoughts indeed are of ſo va- 
ihing and tranſient a nature, ſo eafily 
aping your Obſervation, and 1o apt 
) leave you ignorant how therein you 
we offended, that you have great cauſe, 
) be fignally diligent in their ſearch. 


Wldes,Men are apt to imagine Thoughts 


e not ſo evil as indeed they are, becauſe 


"Suſtom hath taught rhem to ſay, Thoughts 


efree. Whence they vulgarly conclude, 
: may think as they pleaſe, with- 
t offence. And had you only to do 
th Creatures ſhort-fhghted like your 
It, there might be ſome ground for 10 
ing: But being to deal with God, 
ole Law reaches your I houghts, and 
bids them to be wicked, you _— no 

ea- 
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Reaſons moving you to ſearch how fx 
therein you have ofrended; and to rf 
pent' thereof ere you come to. the HohFP 
Table. Evil Thouglts are the more inÞ 
mediate Defilers ot the Heart, they pol" 
lute the very Spring of all your Wark : 
and Actions: And till the Thoughts « 
your Heart be cleanſed by the Inſpiratia 
of the Holy Spiric, it will be no mor 
fit to receive Chrilt in the Sacrament 
than the Manger was to lodge him ar hi 
Birti. . 
XX. The ſecond ſort of Sins you ar 
to ſearch into, are thoſe of your Word F* 
which being ſpoken in earneſt, are Te" 
ſtifcations of what is in your Heart, ani 
nethinz elie but your Thoxghts made auF© 
dible. And though the Inconfiderat, 
make little account of their Words, decei il 
ving themſelves by fanſying they are bufſ* 
IVind, yet ſeeing there is a Day coming" 
when all ſuch as are :d/e, that is, wickel 
{nall be accounted tor by God; in beſton; 
ins Rewards and Puniſhments upoi 
Men, you have all imaginable reaſon tF, 
examine how you have finn'd in you 
Tonzue. 


XXI. Among the ſeveral ways wher: 


0 
'll 


by your Words become finftul, I ſhall re 
konup a tew, leaving the reſt to your ow! a 


Obſcrvation, 


XRXll. 
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& XXII. And firſt, your Words are wick- 

eff, when they are filthy, All filthineſs 

ol is ſc abominable to God, as that he will 

hot admit it in your very Tongue, having 

ſy his Apoſtle commanded you to /er no 

upt communication proceed out of your 

, Eph. 4. 29. That you avoid all un- 

ean Dilcourlie, as you would putrid and 

otten Meats, which turn to contagion 

ind inſtead thereof, to uſe ſuch Lan- 

.'Wuage as is wholſome, profitable, and in- 

ructive both for your ſelf and them who 

ear you. Otherwile your Speech will , 

x ſo noiſome, that it will drive from you 

T. $i Holy Spirit of God, and leave you 

rithout the Soul and Mark of a Chri- 
in. 

E XXII. Next, Words become finful 

.Fhen they are ſcoffing and reproachful, 

ending to the vilitying and diſparage- 

nent of others. To which the moſt Ho- 

Jeſus had reſpect, when under the abu- 

we and fcurrilous Words of Foo! and Ra- 

ta, he forbad Dior/ton, Sroffong, with all 

uch Language as might impair the Cre- 

t; which wiſe Men generally prize 

ext to Lite, and often above it. And 

ren Chriſt torbad Reproach as well as 

Jung, and required of all profefſing his 

eligion , to be no leſs tender of the 

bod Names, than Perſons of their = 

thren 


S 


tion 
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thren, he diſplay'd the Excellency of hi 
Do&rine, ſhewing how far it ſurpaſg{ 
both the Law of Moſes and the Heathaff 
Theology. For though My/es, in the Lay 
to rhe Fews {triatly commanded they 
ſhould do 70 Alvrder, and that he who did 
ſo, was to be tried for his Life by the 
Court of Twenty three, or leſler Sanhe. 
drim (to whom belonged the Cognizance 
of capital and greater Matters ) yet by 
what Chriſt ſuperadds to that Precepr in 
Mat. 5. 22. it may ſeem Moſes had made 
no Proviſion againſt vilifying and deti. 
ding Language. And as to the Heathen 
The-logy, though in many Inftances it 
torbad Murder, yer it did not ſo to Cz 
lumay : For when Mzerva ( one of their 
Deities) counſelled Achilles not to dray 
th2 Sword againſt Agamemnon, ſhe gave 
him leave to rail againſt and revile him, 
(om. Thad. 1.) But Chriſt will have your 
Tongue as free from contemptuons Lan 
gage, as your Hands from Violence; 
and that yon carry your ſelf as harmleſly 
towards the Reputation, as the Lite of. 
your fellow-Chriſtian. | 

XXIV. Words are (th:rd!y) egregiouſly 


wicked, when they are falle : For Tr, 


gives them all their ſubſtance and folidi- 


tv, making the Tongue anſwer the enlf,. 


for which it was given Man ; namely, fc; 
iW 
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| to ſpeak the 7ruth in bis Heart; and notto 


have one thing upon the Lp, and ano- 
ther in the Mind: Which deceitful Car- 
riage (though never ſo uſual ) was ever 
thought ſo abominable, that Agvr ear- 
neſtly pray'd God to remove it tar from 
him, Prov. 3o. 8. And the Apoſtle de- 
cared againſt it, when he ſaid, Lye mor 
one to another ; Making it a principal-part 
of that Heathen courſe renounced by the 
(oloſans, to ſuggeſt or ſay any falſe thing 
tothe Injury of others, Co/. 3. 9. or to uſe 


*KCraftineſs or any of the evil Arts of De- 


ceiving. And the Divine, Revel. 22. 15, 
excludes all who love and make a Lye, 
all hypocritical and treacherous Perions, 
from being any more than equivocal 
Members of Chriſt's Church ; which in- 
tad of having any part of the Benefits 
of Chriſtians, ſhall have their part in the 
Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, 


" WRev. 21, 8. 


&XV. Words are (fourthly) eminently 


wr gricked, when they run out into Oaths 


ard Execrations; which were utterly 
wohibited by Chrift, when he confir'd. 
al Diſcourſe among his Proſelyres, to 
leg, yea, and Nay, ay ; to ſerious and 


Farnelt Affirmatios and Deniais ; aſlert- 


2g, That what elſe is uſed in ordinary 


Converſation, procecds' from an evil 


Prin 
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Principle, or that evi! One, the Devil 
who hath variety of Snares wherewith t: 
catch Souls, and entrap them in Idola 

Errour, and Unbelief; ſuch as is ſwea 
ing by Heaven, Earth, &c. as Chriſt i 
ſtanceth, St. Mar. 4. 34. where all nee 
leſs promiſſory Oaths are wholly forbid 
den. When you therefore hear vain Me 
repleniſhing their Diſcourſe with Oa 

*twill be no breach of Charity for yo 
to conelude, that this ill Cuſtom prc 
ceeds either from a vain glorious H 
mour, delighting in big and ſwellin 
Language, out of an idle Conceit that | 
is an argument of a great Spirit ; or, tha 
it comes of # want of Reverence to th 
boly Name of God ; or, that Men ufin 
{ſuch Oaths, think others are like the 
ſelves; namely, ſo taithleſs, as not to þ 
believed without them. And as to Ext 
crations and: Curfings of your felt « 
others, conſider, I beſeech you, wh 
David hath faid, not barcly by the waf 
of wiſh, but alio of Prophecy, in P/a/.10} 
18, 19, &c. 1 ſhall mention no othq 
ways whereby you may lin in your Spee 
- (1.) Becaulſc all the !ault thereof may | 
reduced to tncle four. And, (2.) becaul 
Men are more eminently liable to offer 
by ip-iizg funily, reproachtully, tally 
or prophunzly, 1. 
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AXVI. And having thus brought your 
Thoughts and Words to the Teſt, you 
are in like manner to deal with -your 
Actions, in order to find out their obli- 
uity and pollution. And becauſe every 
hriſtian 1s no leſs accountable for the® 
Good he has omitted when it was in his 
power, than for the Evil he hath com- 
JathY mitted when he might have prevented ir : 
T YO You are therefore, in the ſearch of your 
2 PIF Actions, to begin with the things you 
S Hl have left undone, which you ought to have 
elling gone; and then to proceed to confider 
hat IJ the things that .you have done, which 
, tha you ought not to have done. The for- 
O Ii mer are uſually call'd Sins of Om7/ic 
uſin the latter, Sins of Commuſſton. And here 
the give me leave to tell you, that befides 2 
Tto Rjezrch into the ſorts, you are alio ro 1; 
> ExXl into the degrees of your Sins: For thoug!) 
Tr Q Sins corfidered naked in themſelves, and 
whl 5 bare Tranſercffions of a Rule. may 
e Wil f-:m to he all equal; yet looked upon 
1.10 in the Circumſtanc:s wherewich ther 
oth are clothed, fome wil! munttetily apn.ur 
Ped orearer than other. A3udl thiongh no Gin 
12) Yirhatſoever can be ſaid wo be 7777, Erhny 
Cc aU one Ling a Traromon G& tie Li 
oRe!f which God has appointed to be the ft 
Yall firmment of his own Clore, apd Atv 
Salvation; Ver taco aiv 0-oioumt: 


92 An Jntroductron 


which raiſe even little Sins into high Pro- 
VOCations. 

XXVII. And you need no other Star 
to guide you in taking the degrees of your 
Sins againſt God, than the conſideration 
of the Circumſtances by which you are 
to meaſure the Injuries done to your felt. 
And I need not tell you, how the harm a 
Man doth you is the more heinous, if he 
do it knowingly and willingly, than it- 
he did it ignorantly and againſt his 
Mind : Next, when he doth it purpoſely 
and with deliberation, than when he 
doth it ſuddenly and at unawares ; when 
he doth it in the heat of Paſſion and 
blindneſs of Zeal, and according 1o his 
preſent Sentiments, than when he doth 
it contrary to the Checks and Retiſtan- 
ces of his Conſcience, and the cool Di- 
Ctates of his Reaſon. You likewiſe judge 
the Injury more grievous and provoking, 
the =_ it is repeated : And you can 
with leſs trouble forgive a few, than 
many Faults. You alſo find your {:If 
more ſenſible of the wrong gone by him 
you often pardon'd and long 1par'd, 
whom by many Benefits you have ob- 
td, and who has vow'd and promiled 
to do ſo 1.9 more. And in the laſt place, 
ir makes the Wrong intolerable, that it is 
become cutlumary ; ail that he that doth 

it, 
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it , can by no reproof , threatning, ex- 
hortation, advice, or puniſhment, be di- 
verted ; but that notwithſtanding all 
means uſed to the contrary, he goes on.' 
and takes pleaſure to treſpals againſt 
'OU. 
| XXVII. By theſe and the like Cir- 
cumſtances, you find the Injury aggrava- 
ted that is done againſt your ſelf ; and by 
Application, you may alſo conclude how 
your Sins againſt God become apgegrava- 
ted, whom you may find you have too 
ofren offended, &nowingly, deliberately, 
againft the checks and notions of your 
own Conſcience ; after Vows and Promi- 
ſes of amendment ; after the private ad- 
monitions of Friends, the publick' exhor:- 
tations of the Minifiry , the menarces and 
promiſes of tize Word. | 
XXIX. And when you have thus pro- 


| ceeded in the ſearch both of the &:nds and 


degrees of your Sins,you are to know, that 
the end of all this unpleaſing travel, is to 
bring you to Repentance. To which 
you can want no motives, when you ap- 
prehend that by your Sins you have in- 
curr'd his Diſpleaſure, who is a conſuming 
Fire, and as an impartial Judge, will ren- 
der to every man according to his Deeds. 
And were your Heart never 10 hardened, 
it will melt at the apprehenſions of thoſe 

E 3 Mil- 
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Miſdoings, by which you may (perhaps) 
have incenſed God's Mercy as well as 
Juſtice; and ſet his Bowwe/ls no leſs than his 
Hand againſt you. Sins in Scripture 
(you know) are called Dev:s, which you 
are altogether unable by any other way 
to diſcharge, but by Repentance: A 
Daty, though ar all times, yet now in an 
eſpecial manner required of you, when 
you come to the Se And Re- 
pentance b2ing the ſumm and abridgment 
of all the Duties to be diſcharged by you 
at your coming thither, I ſhall briefly 
mind you whar it is, or Wherein it Ccon- 
tits. 

XRRX. And not to trouble you with 
the Opinions cf Scicols, Fathers, Dotters, 
and Divizes, you may find out the na- 
ture of Repentance towards God, by con- 
ſidering what the Repentance is which is 
required by one Man from another, 
Where from him that has injured you, 
rou expect no leſs thin that he ſhould 
confels how he hath offended you: 
Next, that he be ſorry for having done 
ſo: And thirdly, that he make reparati- 
on, and reſolve to do 10 no more. So 
that, that which in Religion is properly 
called Repentance, conſiſts in Conſe, 
Serrow, Reparation, and Reſclution. 

AXXAT, And fult, as to the Confeſſion 
ot 
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of Sins, It is upon the account of com- 
mon Ingenuity-to be expected from every 
one who knows himſelf to be guilty. Now 
that Conteſtion which is valuable with 
the Almighty, ariſech from an abhor- 
rence of the Iniquities you confeſs, that 
thereby you have difpleaſed God, and 
worthily deſerved his Vengeance. And 
it runs through all the ſorts of Sins where- 
of you know your ſelf to be conſcious : 
Agegravating them with all their height- 
ning Circumflances, and comprizing your 
unknown Sins in David's penitent form : 
Who can tell bgw oft be coffendeth ? Cleanſe 
me, O Lord, from my ſecret Sins. Bur itin 
Confeſſion of Sins you ſhould be never 10 
particular, yet 1{ it be done with any 
m.lder purpoſe toivard them than cheix 
utter deſtruction, it will look rather like 
an Inventory than a Confeſſion; a count- 
ins up the Goods you have a mind to 
preſerve, rather than an acknowledg- 
ment of the Sins you reſolve to abandon. 
God forbid you ſhould be ever 10 infatu- 
ated and befoold by your own _ 
as to imagine the pure eyes of God ſhould 
be taken with the fight of your Filthineſs 
and Obliquity! Or that you ſhould think 
2 is delighted in the Narrative of thoſe 
Iniquities, whoſe committing he hath 16 
{tricly torbidden, and doth ſo greatly 

E 4 4bhor! 
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abhor } When you open your Ulcers un. 
to God with any other intent than. to 
have them healed, their view will excite 
his Indignation, and not his Pity.. When 
therefore you do not really intend. to 
forſake the Sins you confeſs, you do in 
truth defend them , * how loudly ſoever 
your Tongue may accule them. He 
only who confeſleth and torſaketh, ſhall 
and mercy. If you thus forſake your 
Sins, God is faithful and Juſt to forgive 
you your vins, and cleanſe you from 
all Unrighteouſneſs, 1 Zobr 1. 9. He is 
bound in Fidelity and Juſtice ro fulfil 
that Ptomiſe of Pardon to yo:z, which he 
has made to all Penitents, upon tneir hum- 
ble Confeſkon of Sins, and fincere Refor- 
mation. This being the only courſe 
whereby you may free your felt from all 
puniſhment of Sins, and become capable 
oft Mercy. 

XXX\[l. But befides this Confeſſion 
thus to be made to God, there is alſo a 
Confeſſion to be made unto /the Guide of 
Souls, in caſes of a troubled and doubting 
Conſcience ; and to the Church, in point 
or publick Offence and Scandall Which ſorts 
of Confeſfien , as to their Condutt, Profita 
bleneſs.,and Neceſſity, 1 ſhall not now handle, 
having deſigned them a diſtinf Treatiſe. 

RXXIIL The ſecond Branch or In- 

gredient 
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Sredient of Repentance is $9rrow; which 
naturally reſults from Confeſhon . For 
when by this you (as you mult needs ) 
have inform'd your felt how you are guil- 
ty of many and heinous Sins, and the Mi- 
ſeries to which they have expoſed you , it 
were ſtrange if the fight thereot ſhould 
not make you ſorrowtul. 

XRXXIV. Burt ſeeing ſorrow for Sin has 
vulgarly engroſs'd the whole Notion of Re- 
pentance, and that Men are prone to think 
they have quite extinguiih'd the wrath 
kindled by S1n, when they have dropp'd 
a few Tears upon it; 1 ſhall here mind 
you of the Nature of that Sorrow which 
accompanies true Repentance. And firſt 
you will find it to have a double Spring ; 
the one a fear of Danzer., the other a dil- 
like of Sin. And firit, 

RXYRV. That Sorrow which ariſeth 
only from a ſenſe of rhe danger to which 
your Sins have betray'd you, it doth nor, 
(fay the Schools) break the Hearr, bur only 
fret it. So that this ſenſe or fear of pre- 
ſent danger , bing blown over , the Sor- 
row cauſed by ir doth alſo vaniſh, not 
leaving any mark of amendment b-hind 
it. And yer to this Sorrow that we ſhall 
be puniſhed (call'd Aztrton) though ne- 
ver ſo empty of reformation , by the ab- 
{olurion of the Prieſt. is turned into Cor- 

E 5 trition, 
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irition, Tay the Roman Caſuiſts. Which 
is 2 moft unkind deceit of Souls; the 
Scripture having made no promiſe that 
{ying from the wrath to come, ſhall be 
{atticient to obtain pardon, without bring- 
ing forth meet Fruits of Repentance. 
XKYXXVI. Secondly, There is a ſorrow 
ariſing from a diſlike to Sin, and conſcren- 
tious Thoughts, that thereby you have un- 
dutifully grieved and provoked ſo good 
4 God, ſo compaſſhonate a Father, 10 gra- 
cious a Redeemer, and 1o bleſſed a San- 
Qtifier. And this never miles of produ- 
cing the effect of true ſorrow ; which is, 
To fin no more. For, for a Man to bg 
{orrowful out of an apprehenſion of the 
Puniſhments God has annex'd to fin,rather 
than that hereby his Law has been tranfſ- 
grefled, and the Conſcience polluted ; 
this is to grieve rather that God is Juſt, 
than you are guilty. | 
XRXXVIL Sorrow for Sin, 1s very pro- 
per to turn your Stomach againſt it; and 
you mult have leſs ſenſe than the Brute 
you ride on, if you ſhun not that has 
cauſed you to {mart, anc put you to pain. 
But yer there are other Fruits of Repen- 
tance, that muſt deliver you from the 
Wrath to come : For meer fear of dan- 
cer can be no further reaſonable, or uſe- 
tul, than as it. diſpoſeth. you to forſake 
the 
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the Sins that cauſed it. But if you ſhould 
be ſo far bewitched, through the deceit- 


| fulneſS of Sin, that you will not leave ir, 


though you die in its arms; or 1t you 
grieve that you have finn'd, and yet {till 
go on to fin; it knowing the malignity. 
and having poiſed and found the weighr 
of Sin to be as a Talent of Lead upon 
your Soul, and notwithſtanding all this, 
you ſtill venture on ro commit it ; this 
will leave you unpardon'd, becauſe unre- 
form'd, and make all your Tears as Wa- 
ter ſpilt upon the ground. 

XXVII.. Sorrow for having offended 
God, the greater it is, the more acceptable 
It is to him.and profitable for your felt: For 
it being a ſort of puniſhment, the more at: 
lictive it is, the more ſurely ic will ac: 
compliſh the intent of all Puniſhments, 
even the amendment of the Offender : 
And if you once have telt the pain and 
trouble of a wounded Conſcience , you 
witl have no great mind to venture afreſh 
upon the Sins that cauſed it. In ſhort, 
lorrow arifing out of a Tear of danger, 
proceeds from a love to your felt, and 
therefore can never avail you for par- 
don : . But godly ſorrow, working repen- 
tance to Salvation, ariſeth from a iove to 
God, whom the more you love, thc 
more you will grieve. to have hogan 
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him. Sorrow ariſing from fear of God's 
vengeance, uſually terminates and ends 
in a ſullen deſpondency , and deſperate 
dejection of Spirit; but Sorrow for ha- 
ving provoked God , changeth the Mind, 
rurns you from Sin to Holineſs, and the 
conſtant praQice of all thoſe Chriſtian 
Duties which the Goſpel requires at your 
hands. But if you find your ſelf herein 
to be lumpiſh and heavy, and that you 
cannot grieve to that degree you ought; 
then the way to quicken up your penl 
tenitial ſorrow, is to quicken up your 
love to God, to which his continual Fa: 
yours do moſt powerfully oblige you. 
Wicked Men love thoſe that love them; 
and if you were ſenfible (which is impoſſ: 
ble) of no other of God's Kindneſks, 
but his ſparing you when you deſerved 
puniſhment, and his giving you ſpace to 
repent, when he might have cut you oft 
in your Sins; this were enough tg el 
gage you to love him with all the kinds 
and degrees of the pureſt AfﬀteCQtion. Ima- 
gine how many have been ſaatched 
hence in a moment, whoſe oftences 
have (perchance)) not been ſo provoking 
as your own. Conſider what coulu move 
God to ſpare you in a continued courk: 
of many Years diſobedience agauiſt him, 
but his own unſpeakabic Goouncls, and 
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x0} becauſe he was loth. to have you periſh. 
nds} Let pure thoughts of God's Love dwell 
ate} in your Heart, and they will melt it down 
ha-4 into an humbble and contrite ſadneſs, that 
nd, you have dealt ſo unkindly as to forſake 
the} the Lord. 

Han NXXIX. And if the ſole confideration 
our] of God's long-ſuftering be ſo ingenuous 
rein} an Engagement to make you grieve for 
7ouf] having finn'd againſt him 3 you will find 
ht; the mulritude of his other Mercis to cauſe 
eni-} Rivers of Waters to run down your Eyes 
ou} for having broken his Laws. And if 
Fa your Heart be ſo hard that it will not 
ou. relent upon theſe Confiderations , then 
m;| have you great reaſon to importune God 
ofi-f with humble Prayer, That he would 
ks finite that Rock your Heart , that it may 
vell flow with the Tears of true Repentance, 
etl} the Waters of a ſecond Baptiſm ; that he 
off would give you ſuch a clear fight of your 
en] Sins, as may at once cauſe you to ſorrow 
nds} for, and abandon them. 

ma- XL. Reparation is a third Branch of 
hed] true Repentance; and is due to God, to 
ice} Man. Firſt, to God, who in all Injuries 
ing] is the firlt Party injured : For though you 
ove] may offend both againſt your felt and 
rk} Neighbour, yet the. Law is God's, which 
im thereby is trangrefſed ; and therefore Re- 
and _ paration in the firſt place is to be made 
mo i to 
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to Him. And ſeeing Sins have both the 
nature and name of 1reſpaſſes and Debts, 
Juſtice requires they be latisfhied and paid ; 
And all that you can do in order here- 
unto, is Repentance; in which God re- 
eives a ſort of Reparation, becauſe he 
requires no other fſatisfaQtion for your 
Faults, but that you truly bewail and a- 
mend them; which is the ſumm of Repen- 
tance towards God, Atts 20. 21. 

XLI. But for Treſpaſſes done againſt 
your Neighbour, there is another-gueſs 
Satisfaction required. For to thoſe from 
whom you have exaCted more than is 
due, you are bound to make reſtitution. 
Which was eſteemed ſuch a Principle of 
common Equity, that it was acknow- 
ledged by thoſe whom the Zews eſteemed 
the worſt ſort of Men: For the Publi- 
can ( in St. Luke 19.8.) finding himſelf 
bound, freely ofter'd to make fourfold 
reſtitution ( according to the Law for 
Thieves) of whatever he had falſly taken 
from any Man. And though this may 
have a harſh and unpleafing ſound, yet 
it thou conſult Divines ancient and mo- 
dern, in this particular, you will find 
them all concluding Repentance without 
Reſtitution, to be like an Arm of Fleſh 
without ſtrength and ſervice; or as a 
City wanting Walls, unfit to ſecure the 
Inhabi- 
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+ Ulnhabitants. And therefore fail not to 


tke ſatisfaction to thoſe you have 


wrong'd, if it be in your power: But if 


wholy unable, then let your defire of ſo 
loing be ſo expreſly maniteſt, and plain, 
that good Men, no leſs than God, may 
he moved to accept the Will for the 
Deed. But to call him whom you have 
injur'd, You are ſorry for what you 
hve done, and yet ofter him no further 
amends, when you are able, I leave it to 
common conſtruction, whether this can 
tk deem'd fatisfaCtory. 

XLIH. Minds truly Chriſtian, cannot 
tke.at eaſe, till they have repaired the 
Vrongs they have done: For it is a bur- 
{kn upon the Conſcience, of which you 
cannot be rid, but by ſatisfying your ſel. 
n making ſatisfaction to him you have 
ured. If - wrong your Neighbour, 
tis your fault; and you, and not he, 

ht to repent and be grieved for it - 
But if the, Injury be done to you, either 
uite forget it, being content that God, 
0 whom Vengeance belongs, keeps it in 
emory ; or it the injury be of that na- 

re that you are obligd to take notice 

f it. then implore God to direct you to 
uch ways of fatisfaction, as are agree- 
ble to Peace and Honowr, free from Blood 
and Cruelty. Ever remembring, That 
Charity 
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Charity and Meekneſs are more noble 
and worthy than Impatience, or even 
Valour it ſelf. The Tops of thoſe Moun- 
tains which are above the Clouds, are 
not beaten with Hail and Rain: And 
Spirits truly high and generous, are aboye 
the Inſolencies of unadviſed Perſons, and 
enjoy Serenity and a Calm during ſuch 
Tempeſts. It is in your power to falſife 
the I: a/1an Maxim, Ch: offende non pardon 
mas: He that offends never pardons. In 
a word, if Jeſus, our great Maſter, for: 
gave thoſe who put him to death, and 
was Careful to heal the Wound his Di. 


ſciple had given Ma/chus ,, you can never 


refuſe to cure the Wounds you have either 
given 0r received. 

XLIN.. The laſt branch of Repentance, 
iS a reſolution to fin no more ; or a ſted- 
faſt purpoſe ro lead a new lite. to follow 
the Commandments of God, and to walk 
in his moſt holy ways. For without this,all 
other parts of Repentance will be to no 
more purpole than It is to pump in a Ship 
without {topping the Leak. In the Law, 
if a-Man held the unclean thing in his 
hand, he was unclean, though he waſh'd 
his Hands never ſo often. Which is eaft- 
ly applicable to thoſe Perfons, who con- 
tels and ſorrow for their Sins, but take 
no care to avoid them. Whereas the 


ver 
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very Heathen, according to A. Gelizs 


(No. Artic. hb. 17. cap. 1.) never thought 


| that a Man repented, till he was diſ. 


pleaſed with the things he had done, and 
changed his Mind concerning them, and 
became another Man. Your Repen- 
tance then is imperfect, till you reſolve 
againſt all ſorts and degrees of Sin for the 
time to come. 

RYLIV. And becauſe your Duty con- 
filts in Obedience to God's Command- 
ments, your Re/o/ut:0n muſt have areſpeC&t 
unto them all. And being each Sin is a 


| Tranſgreffion of ſome ore Command 
£ in particular, and that you, as all Men, 


are proner to ſome than other Sins; 
you are to enquire what the Sins are to 
which you are pronelt, and to have the 
Commandment continually in your eye, 
which you are ſo apt to violate; and 1o 
to. watch more eſpecially againſt the 
viotation of that -particular Conmand- 
ment. | 
XLV. And having-.reſolved upon eve- 
ry branch of Duty, and entire obſer- 
vance to every Commandment apart , 
you are then to make trial of the Sincert- 
ty of your Reſolutions, whether they be 


. | not only formal and cuſtomary, 1uch as 


People uſually put on when they come 


to the Sacrament z. or, but only Pon 
an 
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and carnal, to keep up your Credit with 
the World, to further ſome Defign you 
have on foot; or to quiet ſome preſent 
Troubles of Mind. For if your Re/0/uti Þþ 
ons are of this ſort, they will ſoon vaniſh; 
but if they are ſincere, and truly religious, 
then will they prove laſting, and you will 
uſe all poſſible Endeavours to continue 
them to the end, and. to bring all your 
good Purpoſes to good effeQ. 


XLVI. Nothing is more certain, than ici 


that you cannot worthily receive the holy 
Sacrament, without a perfect hatred of 
every Sin. And it is alſo moſt certain. 
that your hatred of Sin is not perfect, if 
you are-not fully reſolved to forſake and Þ 
avoid it : For who can imagine you hate 
what you ever embrace and purſue? Re- 


ſelutions, though never ſo good, are fel rai 


dom durable, if they are ſudden and ve- 
hement : - He that makes a Reſolution, 
without due confideration, will in like 
manner break and reverſe it. And ſþ 
though you need not conſult whether you F 
are to turn from Satan unto God, and Þ: 
to forſake Wickedneſs and follow after 

Vertue ; yet the means of keeping ſuch 
a holy Purpoſe, ought to fall under your I 
moſt ſober and ſerious thoughts. And || 
you had need herein to be careful how 


' you adviſe with Fleſh and Blood ; for 


thelic 
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teſe will counſel you to take part with 
you Four Eaſe, and {cduce you to reject even 
ent be fitteſt means of keeping your Reſolu- 
#ts fions, when they become dithcult and 
ſh; fupleaſing. And therefore as you reſolve 
us, tpon the end, ſo you muſt alſo upon 
vill be way thicher, though never 10 irkfom 
me ſo the Fleſh z conſidering that even the 
our F:covery of bodily health ſeldom is pro- 
ued, without the uſe of diſgulttul Me- 
14n Þcines. ; 
oly | XLVII And as you are thus to reſolve 
of $ipon the uſe of the likelieſt means to fur- 
in. ber and compleat your holy Purpoles, 10 
if Fikewiſe to avoid all things that may di- 
nd ſhert and hinder them. And amongt 
Ute le fatal Impediments of your 7e/1g10%5 
Re. Birteritions, all things are to be reckon'd 
el fraich any way lead, tempt, and envite 
ve- $ fin. And you may here do wiſely to 
"n, fall to mind, by what occaſions, and 
ke fvith what Baits you have been, and {till 
ire apt to be drawn away and enticed 3 
bo the end you may with greater vig!- 
lance and courage avoid and refiſt them. 
or common Prudence will teach you 
0 ſtrengthen the Fence where the Beaſt 
ur Juſeth to breakin; and to re-enforce thar 
id [dvenue, where the Enemy is wont to 
w [make and prevail in his Attack. 
or | XLVIIIL The laſt thing I ſhall men- 


tion 
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tion concerning your religious Reſolutiong *? 
Is their ſpeedy execution; for delay ther o" 
in has ever been thought dangerous, 
having a Throat wide enough to {wallope= 
the biggeſt Opportunity. And you caf®* 
not be ſafe, till you practiſe what ya tl 
propoſe : For ſeeing your Life contin, 
ally walks (to and fro) in a breath, anſ®" 
that you have no Warrant of being abl'"* 
to do thar the nex hour, which this yo 
negle& and put off; this throughly conff® 
cludes for the preſent doing of what yol,! 
purpoſe. And it holy Reſolutions might y 
lately be delay'd, yet they can be'delay' j 
no longer thzn your coming to the Sacra ab 
ment; _ becauſe you cannot ſafely ar 
proach that Ordinance , without ſtedF 
faſtly purpoſing to lead a New Life : For 
till you are a new Greature, or begin to I 
lead a New Life, you are, in ſenſe off! 
Scripture, Dead, And how abfurd af 
thing it is to put Bread and Wine into af! 
dead Man's mouth, none ſo ſtupid as no! 
to imagine. You may indeed naturallyF? 
eat and drink the Bread and Wine, receivef* 
into your Stomach the Elements of the Sa-F- 
crament ;z but if you live in the Hhking, - 
much more in the commiſſion, of anyf: 
thing you know to be ſin, you can receive , 
no more ſpiritual nouriſhment in the 54- 
crament, than a dead Carcaſs at the beſt 
Knterta:nment. RLIX 


©. << 
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5nd RLIN, And this is another Confide- 
heron that lays upon you a neceſſity 
. .Feſently to renounce your Sins, to give 
1-51 a Bill of Divorce, and to withdraw 
cax$0m them all degrees of Kindneſs and 
yo elpect : For without this, you can be 
tins 20 fit diſpoſition to be married to 
anÞrilt, and to embrace all the Graces 
abÞving from him. In ſhort, that Reſo. 
yoſ-02 which I call a branch of Repen- 
confÞjiuce, and which is indiſpenſably required 
yo. you when you come to the Lord's 
1oht ble, is made up of theſe two things: 
art jt, Renouncing of all Sin. Secondly, 
1crzÞbracing of all Chriſtian Vertues. The 
apFt without the ſecond, is but ſweeping 
Neg: Houſe without furniſhing it : And 
Foeietore when you have cleanſed your 
n tout of the naſtineſs and dirt of Sin, 
> off are not to let it lie empty, but to 
4 aÞnilh it withall thoſe Graces command- 
to a$J0u in the Goſpel, ſuch eſpecially as 
nat Tequired 1n every one coming to the 
allyÞpper of the Lord. And thoſe are 
ejveÞ<hy three z namely, Faith, Charity, and 
» $1 $001 1077. 
ing, L. The neceſfity of Faith is expreſly 
any znt you by your firſt Catechiſm ; where 
ejvellaith, That  /rvely Faith in God's Mer- 
G2. iDrough Chrift, is required of every 
beſtpmmunicant; And that the Body and 
IX. ood 
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Blood of Chyift are verily and indeed take. 

and received by the Faithful in the LorfÞ* 
_—_— For it is by Faith that you ther 
look upon him, whom God hath bc 
forth to be the Propitation for you 
Sins, even Jeſus Chriſt, The Lamb of Gi 
that taketh away the Sins of the Worl, 
Rom. 3. 25. John 1, 29. You eatily pe 
ceive the neceſſity of Farth, when yoſ* 
mind that in receiving the Holy Sac" 
ment, you are to believe that Jeſus is t| 0 
rrue Seed of the Woman, which was prgl. - 
miſed in the beginning, and was ſent if 


[ 
the fulneſs of Time, that in him all thx 
Nations of the Earth (if they will ) m % 
be blefled ; he being the Univerſal an 
Mighty Saviour, who both will and c: aK 
Save all that come unto him ; there beingſ®" 
no other in whom Salvation is to be et n 
pected. Youare likewiſe to believe, Tha”! 
he was crucifhed, or died an ignominiouf) 
or curſed Death; and that the Merits of hi nd 
Death are ſufficient to Save all Sinners: 
and that all theſe . Merits are convey? 
to you in the Sacrament, when it is wo ! 
thily received. red 

LI. Butas to the clear nature of thaſſv!- 
Faith now required of you, the ChurcP'W 
{tirly intimates what it is, when ſhe call. ! 
it a /rvely Zanth in God's Percy throags © 
Chriſt, Lo 
LII. Ar 
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24,4 LIE And Faith. is faid to be/rve/y, when 
1 lit works through Love, ſhewing it ſelf in 
thedvell-doing z for where Life is, there will 
be Action. And the Life of Faith, 
like that of Nature, will ſhew it ſelf in. 
the Heart, Tongue, and Hands. In the 
or ieeſt > by /incereneſs of Devotion and 
. nelly Thoughts, In the ſecond; by whol- 
yoſ!ome and gracious Communication : And 
142 the laſt, by Works of Juſtice and 
« th _— ; <1 
odd, ELIE. The Object of this lively Faith, 
© 5 God's Mercy; upon which it refleQss, as 
| the Fountain whence the Scriptures have 
m1 rm - In which God's Covenant 
,rtor Man's Redemption, is eſtabliſhed ; 
] coJind his Promiſes to believing penitent 
\ein{vinners, are contained. And if you ſhall 
> ejenquire into the reaſon of all this, you 
Th nll find that nothing but his meer Mer. 
noſe moved God to make known his IV://; 
Fhjand in the Holy Scriptures to reveal the 
jerf{Mlcans of Salvation, and make the way 
vey? Heaven plain and eaftc. It was only 
wal? [hw the great love wherewith he 10- 
red you, and the exceeding Riches of his 
* thaſuruce, that prevailed with God to be 
archiavs kind unto vor. 
call L1Y. But all this is zrozeh Chriſt ; be 
nych's the Conduit of all theſe Bleftings, 2: 
Ju of God made unto all Bzitevers, ? 


Pd "IEEE 
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* dom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification, Redemp. 
tion. He is the Author of all true Know: 
ledge, the cauſe of your Juſtification, your 
SanAtfication, and will be alſo of your De- 
liverance and reſcue from all Calamities 
that you are ſubject to in this Lite, and at 
laſt from Death it ſelf, by raiſing you a- 
gain, 1 Cor. 1. 30. And as by a Voice 
- from Heaven God declared with ſolemni. 
ty, That he was well-pleaſed with Chriſt; 
0 he hath likewiſe declared, That he is 
well-pleaſed with Believers only for his 
ſake. By Chriſt you are predeſtinated, 
adopted, accepted, and pardon'd, and ſhall 
be glorified. So that in your own Perſon 
you may ſpeak as the Apoſtle did in the 
Name of all Chriſtians, Ephe/. 1. 3, 4, 5, 
Ec. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed me with 
all ſpiritual Bleſfings in heavenly things in 
Chriſt , according as he hath choſen me in 
him, that I ſhould be holy, and without 
blame before him in love. 

LV. In whom I have Redemption through 
his Blood, the Forgroeneſs of Sins, accord: 
ing to the riches of his Grace, &c. 

It is impoſſible in any Duty, without 


Faith, to pleaſe God, or to be accepted 


of him; becauſe whatſoever is not of 
Faith, is Sin. But in the matter of the 
Holy Sacrament, Faith hath a more ap- 
propriate 


an 


St 


Pp 
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opriate Office ; for by it, as by a Hand, 
outh, and Stomach, you receive, eat, 

and digelt the ſpiritual Food and heavenly 
Suſtenance, by which your Soul is nou- 
riſhed to eternal Life. And in the Senſe 
of the Spirit, to eat and drink the Body 
and Blood of Chrift, is properly to be- 
lieve on him in the Sacrament ; which 
doth not only repreſent unto you the 
manner of Chriſt's Death, and inviſible 
Actions ſet before you what he ſuftered 
on the Croſs : Nor doth the Sacrament 
only convey unto you that Grace which 
flows from Chriſt's Death ; but ir doth 
ſal and confirm unto every worthy Com- 
municant all the Benefits of Chritt's Pa{- 
lon. - For God, to magnihe his Mercy 
and Goodneſs towards Believers, was not 
content to give them only a general Ofter 
of his Promiſes in Chriſt ; but thought 
fit to ſeal them to every particular peni- 
tent Chriſtian, and in the Sacrament aQu- 
ally to deliver him them, Faith appre- 
hending and applying the Benefits of 
Chriſt, which are all comprized in the 
torgrveneſs of Sins, and Salvation ; the 
fumm of all the Happineſs of this World, 
and of that which 1s'to come. 

LVI. And having tried and found 
your Faith toward God to be ſuch, as he 
has promiſed not to be diſplealed with, 
your n2x: Buſineſs is ro examine your 

P Chariry 
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Charity toward your Neighbour , for it 
is required of them who come to the 
Lord's Supper, to be in Charity with all 
Men. If thou bringeſt thy Gift to the Altar, L 
and there remembreſt that thy Brother hath |* 
ought againſt thee, leave there thy Gift be.|® 
fore the Altar, and go thy way, firſt be re. 
conciled to thy Brother and then come and 
offer thy Gift. This was our Saviour's ad-" 
vice to the Fes, and may thus be tran-Þ* 
flated to your ſelf and every Chriſtian: [® 
If at any 71me you are coming to the Lord's) 
Table, and there call ro mind that youſſ® 
have done any Man any Injury, do you WI 
repair firſt to that Perſon whom you 
have injured, uſe means to reconcile him 
to you, repair the wrong ; and if you 
cannot let him know your willingneſs, 
and requeſt his Pardon , and having done 
thus, return to compleat your Intention, 
and receive the Sacramenct in teſtimony 
of your Peace with God and your Neigh- 
bour. This reconcilement with your 
Brethren, is abſolutely neceflary , notÞ®! 
only to make your participation of theſ" | 
Sacrament, but all other Performancesf 
acceptable to God. And you ſee it* con-f® 
fiſts in a confeſhon of your Wrong, andF 
reparing it ; ir being reaſonable, that inþ'"! 
order to obtain his pardoa whom you. L 
have injured, you acknowledge your fault 
to him, and to the urmolt ot your ability 
make him amends, LVII 
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hel LVIE And as to this Charity here 
4/1 [ſpoken of, the very Elements of the 
Lord's Supper hgure and enforce it. For 
;1þ [the many grains made up into one Loaf; 
þ,. fand the many Grapes preſſed into one 
Cup, fignifie, how we being many, are 
made one Bread and one Body. And 
nothing can make all Chriſtians to be af- 
ettonately one, but Charity z or myſti- 
ally and ſpiritually one, except Chari- 
. fty,' the Bond of Peace and Union. And 
this is that heavenly Temper of Mind, to 
which Chriſtians are obliged, upon- the 
account of the nearneſs of that relation 
hich is amongſt them : For they have 
ill but one Father, one Saviour, one San- 
tfer; they all profeſs one Faith, have 
all received one and the ſame Baptiſm, 
and all expect one and the ſame inheri- 
ance. Bur if in ſpight of all this you 
mple Charity under Foot, and inſtead 
ourI?t being reconciled to your Neighbour, 
not{92 malice and hate him ; you are no more 
theſ" for the Sacrament than a Murderer ; 
ces 27 ſuch are all thoſe who hate their tel- 
-on-£2W Chriſtians ; according to St. 7oby, 
and? the third. and fourth Chapters of his 
t in 17{t Epiſtle. | 
LVL. And as Charity binds you to 
2ultþ<<k to be reconciled to thoke whom you 
aye injured, and to obtain their Pardon , 
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ſo it likewiſe engageth you to forgive fo 
thoſe by whom you have been wrong, 
And indeed the forgiving others theirſ#' 
Treſpaſſes, is the condition of obtainingJ/ 
the forgiveneſs of your own : For if youſ*' 
forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, op hex! 
venly Father will forgive you ; but if youſ® 
forgive not Men their Treſpaſles, neither 

will your Father forgive your TreſpaſſesJ" 
This was our Saviour's own Dottrimef®: 
(Mat. 18. from verſe 23. to the end ) andJ”' 
alſo his Pra#ice, when he pray'd for thefſs* 
forgiveneſs of his Crucifiers, and thar ata b21 
time too, when his own moſt grievous 
Agonies and Pains might juſtly have dif!" 
verted all reſpe& to others, eſpecially to®: 
thoſe who were then aCtually puttingſ* 
him to death. How diſmal then is your?" 
Condition, if inſtead of having yourſ'*! 
Heart repleniſhed with Charity, it be full" 
of Malice! If inftead of obeying they"! 
Do&rine, and following the Example otÞ#3» 
Chriſt, you att quite contrary ! It you Pol 
find your Breaft barren of this Kindneſs: 
to your fellow Chriſtians, pretend not toſs 
any real reſpeCt to the bleltled Arthor ot lick 
that Name. For if a Man ſay, I love God! 
and hateth his Brother, be is a Lyar : Kr ®C 
he that loveth not his Brother, whom he hath|4! 


ſeen, how can he love God whom he neverſ*® 
Jaw? 1 Joh. 4. 20. You never beheld God["*! 


with any Eye but that of Faith, and oy firſt 
OIC 
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Hive$!0re could never have opportunity (if he 
4 ficeded it) to ſhew any kindneſs to his 
neirdecr/on. v0 that all you can do to teſtifie 
ingſ/0u love him, is your Obedience to his 
youſ-ommands ; whereof this is the ſumm, 
16a. 0 1Þat be who loveth God, loves bis Brother 
youl'/0 1 John 4. 21. 
herd 1%. And it this love be without dif: 
Te fimulation, ſuch as Scripture and com- 
mon Equity requires at your hands, it 
and'vill not only appear in a merciful For- 
thefgiveneſs of Oftenders, but alſo in a li- 
atalferal relief of the needy. And 1 men- 
oughi0 this latter Act of Charity, becauſe 
dif! find that ſomething was ever given to 
tofſ!he Corban of the Poor by thole who 
ingÞ<4me to the Sacrament. It you conlult rhe 
ourhſraQice of the Primrve (the belt guide 
our$i'or the Preſent) Church, you will hardly 
611$8nd that the Lord's Supper was ever ad- 
theſminiſtred without an Offertory. In Ads 2. 
. of045, 46. you have mention made of ſelling 
rout offeſhons and Goods, and parting them 
\eſe$'0 all as every Man had need. And that 
- rof:8is was done at the ſolemn times of Pub- 
. off lick Prayers, and receiving of the Sacra- 
>,/[men:, there is Light enough in the Text 
FyrJto clear it. You read likewiſe of a Com- 
athImand, That upon the firſt day of the week, 
nergevery man ſhould lay by him m ſtore, as God 
od path proſpered him. ( 1 Cor. 16. 2.) The 
re-firſt Day of the Week was thar we now 
ore F 5 call 


— — 
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call Sunday, and the Lord's Day, whereon 
the Lord's Supper was conſtantly received; 
unto which they never came empty, but 
according as God had increaſed their 
Goods, the Communicants gave to the re 
lief of the Poor. And it you look into 
the ancient Liturgies, you will find them 
generally raking notice of this religious 
Cuſtom. And that this was intended by 
our own Church is concludible from her 
placing Texts to perſuade to this ſort of 
Charity, and deliring God to accept our 
Alms and Ozlations in the Communion 
Office.' ( Ape/. 2.) In Fuſtin Martyr, a Fa 
ther of tis: ſecond Age, we read how the 
Cirittians brought torch ſome of the good 
Fruits of the Earth, and ofter'd them -at 
God's Table; and the Biſhop, or in his 
Aiience the Presbyter , reccived them as 
an Abe's Ofering , and ble{led God for 
the Fruits ot the Seaſon. After the Sacra- 
ment was celebrated, there was one Com- 
mon Table jor Rich and Poor, whereat 
they did eat promiſcuoully ; and what was 
lt was ' given to thoſe in want. And 
this I take was the Agape, or Feaſt of 
Love mention'd by St. 7ude, and de 
feribed by Tertullan. (Apol. c. 38.) 

LX. And in proportion to this Cuſtom, 
when you come to the Sacrament, you are 
to beſtow ſomething on the Poor, that you 


appear not betore the Lord empty, and, 


lerve 
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ſerve him of that which coſt you nothing. 
And tho* you are, as to the quantity of 
rour Alms, leftatliberty, yet you had beſt 
to be merciful according to your power. If 
you have much, give plenteonlly ; 1t you 
have little, do your diligence gladly to give 
of that little : For fo you gather your felt 
a good Reward in the day of Neceflity. 
inthe Sacrament, by a joint communica- 
ting 11 the fame Divine Myſteries, you at- 
tz/t to the World your being united to 
Chriſt your Hicad, and to cvery true Chii- 
[{111a5 a Fellow-member of the lame Body. 
Ani as Faith unites you to Ciutiit, fo Chiy- 


rity alfo to his Members , and by virtue of 


tes tio Graces, tag Dacrameiit foals wig 
Communion of the Members with the 
Head, and of the Members one with ano- 
ther. But when you come to the Sacrament 
with Malice in your Soul, you can have 
no true Communion with either ; but are 
guilty of the vileſt Hypocritte, by making 
profeſſion of that Chriſtian or Brotherly 
Charity, whereof your Heart is void and 
empty. In this caſe I referr you once more 
to the Counſel of our Saviour, St. Marr. 5. 
23, 24. where two things appear for your 
Inſtruction ; vis. (1.) That though the 
Gitt be already at the Altar, it muſt beletr 
there rather unoffer'd, than be ofter'd by 
one who is not at perfect Peace with his 
Neighbour, (2.) That he is not to neglect 
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or quite put oft the Offering of his Gift, 
but preſently to remove the occafton of his 
not oftering it aright, I oor 4. 8. 

LXI. And when you find your Heart du- 
ly turniſhed with Faith toward God, and 
(the proper efteCt thereof) Charity toward 
Man, you amuft once more go down 
into your Soul, to lee if it have that holy 
and heavenly Temper called Devoron, 
which is a Grace 1o ſuitable to the receiv: 
ing of the Sacrament, that it ſeems to 
make up the wile Office. And it Devo. 
t.01 be nor {o warm and vigorous in your 
©0ul as it ought, and you would have it to 
bz. you muit enquire iiito the Impedi- 
ments ther2of, inorder to their ſpeedy re- 
moval, Now amongſt the taral Hindrances 
o! D-votion, the Cares of the World are 
with too great Juſtice chiefly to be rec- 
kond : For they naturally . faſten your 
Thoughts ro the Earth, and ſet your Aﬀe- 
tions on things below ; and are as ſo ma- 
ny depreſſing Weights upon the Soul, which 
unluckily keep her from thoſe Tranſports 
of Devotion, by which ſhe would ſoar to 
Heaven. And therefore upon your coming 
to the Sacrament, you had need to allow 
your felt ſome time wherein to withdraw 


trom wordly Buſineſs, and to caft off 


earthly Thoughts, and by holy Meditation 
to lift up your Heart unto the Lord, and 
to give your ſelf unto Prayer ; which is a 
| dee 
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deed the principal Inſtance of that Devo- 
tion now ſpoken of. And your Prayer 
muſt at this time be chiefly tor Pardon of 
by paſt Sins, for ſtrength againſt them 


for the future, and that God would grant 


you all thoſe Graces which be now requires at 
your hands when = come to the Sacrament. 
Be ſure then to be diligent in this Duty , 
for ſhould your other Endeavours be ne- 
ver 10 vigorous and conſtant, regular and 
uniform ; yet without Prayer tor God's 
Bleſhng and Afſhſtance, you appear to 
truſt to your own Arm , and to rely up- 
on your own ſtrength ; not confidering 
that all your ſufficiency is from God, 
that he gives you the W://and Power to 
do well : And therefore unto him dire& 
your Prayer with Humility , Sincerity, . 
and Zeal , to aihſt you with his Spirit, 
that you. may come lo prepared to the 
Holy Table, as that you may partake of 
the Benefits there reach'd out to every 
worthy Recerver, 

LXII. Thus you {v2 with what Graces 
your Soul mutt be turniihed: when you 
come to the Communion: And it you 
find them tobe bur weak and fzchle, and 
In a low degree, it mult ve your care to 
quicken and ſtir them un, begging the 
Aſiftance of Goq1s Spirit to thar end. 
And you may much quicken your E:/h. 
by due meditation on ox Many gracloi: 

5 P; 
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Promiſes God has been pleaſed to make 
to the rruly Penitent. You may likewik 
inſtance your Love to God, by - con: 
fidering his manifold Mercies, thoſe 
eſpecially whoſe remembrance you cele- 
brate in the Sacrament, ſum'd up in the 
Death of his Son for your ſake, even 
when you, in the Loins of your Fore. 
fathers, were his Enemy. And this laſt 
confiderationa is both proper and power: 
ful to move you to that Charity we have 
above treated of. For coming to the 
Lord's Supper, you are in a more eſpecial 
manner to tollow the Example of Chriſt, 
firſt, in a perfect forgiveneſs of all that 
have done you wrong; and next, in ma- 
nifeſting your Kindneſs to them in all 
Offices of Chriſtian Love and I1-1end/hip, 
And when you thus labour to ſtir up and 
increaſe theſe Graces in your Soul, they 
become her Wedding-Garment, where: 
in ſhe is fit to appear at this great Feaſt. 
But if this be wanting , ſhe cannot ex- 
pe&t to be otherwiſe entertain'd than an 
intr:ider. And what this is, you have it 
illuſtrated in the Parable of him, who 
coming to the Marriage without a Wed- 
ding Garment, was Cait our 1nto a place 
of extream miſery. And though this 
ſudgment may not fail ſuddenly, (nor 
ftreight upon your communicating) yt, 
you know not low ſoon that he that will 

Come 
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cotne may come ; and who may abide the 
Day of his coming ? For who can dwell 
with everlaſting burning ? Who can endure 
unquenchable Fire ? (1/2. 33. 14. 

LXIIL. But if after all your care in the 
Dutzes already mentioned, you {till doubt 
of your Condition, and firſpect the In- 
ſuſhciency of your Preparation for ſo ho- 
ly a Performance , if you find, thar not- 
withſtanding your Reſolution and La- 
bour to the contrary, you are ready to 
fall back into thoſe Sins which you have 
confeſſed, and lamented, and abjur'd: Then 
you mult confeſs, 1orrow, and reſolve a- 
freſh, reſiſt and fight againit both .your 
Sins and their Occaſions. Anl it they 
ſtill recurn, vou muſt {till ſtrive they get 
rot rhe Victory ; vchich be ſure they can- 
not, while vou labour in good earnett to 
have them ſubdu-d and martified. Bur 
it you iti] find the Low of your Members 
continualiy.to war, and oiten to prevail 
azainft the” Law ci your Mind, and the 
Attections To prove too itrong for your 
kealon, and thi rhis cauſeth you ro be 
falous you are oct worthy to communi- 
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coming tothe lords Tale, is notto muke 
ton Of your Righteouſneſs and 
PorteCtion. brir to ſeck for both in Chriſty 
that voa 1:0w ik tobe at reace with 

| God, 
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God, and to have your Sins cleanſed with 
the Blood of that Spotleſs Holy Lamb, 
which takes away the Sins of the World. 
LXV. You are ( /econdly) tolook upon 
the Sacrainent as a Medicine and Cordial 
tor fick and weak Souls; and that our 
Lord is pleaſed to invite none to his Spper, 
bur thoſe who are weary and heavy laden 
withthe burden of their Sins. He calls you, 
not becauſe of your Merits, but of 75 Good: 
neſs ; not that you are a worthy Gueſt, but 
that he is a graciors Entertarner. And 
though you are not prepared according to 
the Holineſs of the Myſtery, yer God in 
Chriſt will accept of the good Intentions 
of your Heart; he will make this bleſſed 
Sacrament a means to quiet your Conlci- 
ence, to increaſe your Faith, to enliven 
your Charity, to amend your Lite, and to 


a{ture you, that you are in the number ot 


thoſe, who at the laſt ſhall be called ty 
the Table of the Lamb. 

LAVI. You are (thirdly) to conſider, 
that when reconciled and converted unto 
God, you ſtill remain a Man; and that 
there 1s no Repentance ſo great, as thar it 
entirely deſtroys all Sin. And theretore in 
the greate{t aflurance of your Condition, 
have always in mind that advice of the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10. 12, Let him that thinks 
he ſtands, take heed leſt he fa!l. And when 
you find you are fallen, preſently raiſe up 
your 
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your felt again by faithful Repentance. 
The more you are advanced and confirmed 
in Holineſs, the more you will diſtruſt 
your ſelf, and be watchtul againſt Temp- 
tations. After holy Reſolutions and tran- 
{ports of Zeal and Devotion, it often hap- 
pens that Men commit great Sins ; be- 
cauſe the Conlcience is apt to beleſs wary, 
as thinking it ſelf ſecure : Like the Be/ieg- 
ed, who after a brave Sally, gyrou negli- 
gent ; and by contemning the Enemy they 
bave repulſed, are ſurprized through their 
own carelefneſs. Conſcience may, but Sa- 
tan can never fleep, nor fail to take ad- 
vantage of your Security. 

LX VII. Some SinsSare quickly felt ; like 
a Scorpion, they leave a ting behind them, 
which inevitably would prove mortal, it 
not ſpeedily cured by Repentance. And 
there are other Sins which are not ſo ſoon 
felt, growing upon us unperceived ; but 
they leave a weight upon the Soul, which 
makes it move {lowly to Piety and Good 
Works, leſſening the Sentiments of Reli- 
gion, and withdrawing the Heart irom 
God. You ought therefore often to vitit 
the ſtate of your Conſcience, and to call 
your ſelf to an account, to the end you 
may find out, and cleanſe that filthinels 
which (ticks to it, through the Corruption 
of the World, and your own : For the Con- 


ſcience reſembles Iron, that grows canker- 
ed 
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ed and ruſty, if it be not frequently dreſſed. 
The unclean Spirit will notdwell in a Man, 
if the Houſe be not iwept, that is empty 
and garniſhed ; much leſs will the Spirit 
of Purity ftay in the Heart which is not 
reat from the ordure of Iniquity, and fur- 
niſhed with Religion. It you then are ſtu- 
dious to purge your Heart by Repentance, 
God will delight to dwell there, and take 
pleaſure in the Lodging. 

LXVIIL And your Repentance muſt re- 
turn daily, becauſe it will then take your 
Sins in their freſh circumſtances, and 16 
the better correſpond to their Aggravati- 
ons. It will alſo keep you from running too 
tar in Arrears, which ever makes the pay- 
ment both difficult and unpleaſant. Above 
all, your daily repenting will render this 
Duty eafte to be pertorm'd, when you 
come to the Lord's Table. 

LXIX. No Man, faith our Church, 
ought to come to the Holy Communion, 
bur with a full truſt in God's Mercy, and 
with a quiet Conſcience with thoſe excel 
tent Rules there laid down by the Church, 
but that you require farther Countel and 
Comfort, rhen She adviſeth you to repair 
to fume difcrezt and learned Minifter of 
Goi's holy Word, that you may receive 
the benehe of Abſolution, together with 
cHoftly Couniel and Advice, to the qul- 
cri: of your Conſcience, and avoiding of 
11 iruple and doubtiulnels, LA, 
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EXX. And this Advice you have good 
| reaſon to embrace, not only when you 

come to the Sacrament, but at all other 
times, when you have any material doubt- - 
ing concerning the ſtate of your Soul : For 
through a neglect thereof, Time may ei- 
ther cauſe your Doubtsto feſter, or, what 
is worſe, you tnay be tempted to make ufe 
of deceittut Remedies, and give up your 
ſelf to thoſe idle and deſperate courſes, 
which may not only ſtifle your preſenr 
Doubts, but harden you againſt all doubt- 
ing for the future. 

LXXI. In the refolution and fatisfying 
of your Doubts; both upon your coming to 
the Sacrament, and at ail other times, I 
would adviſeyon not to become your own 
Caſuift, nor to rely upon your own Judg- 
ment: For your Soul, it truly humbled, 
will be apt to deal ſeverely, and to paſs a 
very hard Sentence upon its Condition : 
And if itbe not truly humbled, it will be 
ready to handle your Scruple too ſoftly, 
and to give tdo favourable a Conſtruction 
of your ſtate; and fo inſtead of ſearching, 
sFin over the Wound. 

LXXII. Beyour Scruples what they will, 
they ought to be fatisfred before you come 
to the Supper of the Lord ; or elſe you will 
plunge your felt into more Scruples, by 
your Negligence to have thoſe ſatished 


which you have already. Bzware too you 
{utter 
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ſuffer not Scruples to keep you from the 
Sacrament : For if a groundleſs Scrupke 
occaſion your abſence from the Communion, 
then is your abſence alſo groundleſs, and 
conſequently ſinful. But it yuur Scruple be 
material and weighty, you ought to be 
the more diligent to have it ſatished : For 
though it may indeed juſtly ſtay you from 
the Sacrament till it be atisfhed, yet ſo 
long as you ſufter it to keep you thence, 
you deprive your Soul of the Benefits of 
that. heavenly Ordinance. Delay not then 
to have your Scruples ſolidly fatisfied by 
{ome diſcreet Miniſter, to whom you are 
to make your Caſe plain, without diſguiſe 
or reſervation ; that the Guide of Souls 
having a full diſcovery of it, may be the 
better able to help you to a ſatisfaQory 
Reſolution. 

LXXIIL. And becauſe _— herein 
may = as dangerous as diſtruſt, the 
Confident have need to adviie with the ho- 
ly Guide as well as the Dowbting ; and both 
had beſt to rely upon more equal and .im- 
partial Judgments than their own. For 
Men are generally inclin'd to fide with a 
roo good Opinion of themſelves, which 
makes itdangerous to truſt our own Ver- 
dict in the great concernment of our Soul, 
ard even necellary more than once. to con- 
ſelt with a Spr1r:tual Guide; to the end we 
may receive from him ſuch DireCtions as 
may 
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to the Sacrament. 129 
may, through God, keep us from ſplitting 
upon either of thoſe oppoſite Rocks, 290 
great Confidence, or too great DIVA. 
LXXIV. Nor canl imagine oughtſhould 
render you backward to make known your 
Doubts, unleſs it be an improvident fſur- 
miſe, that the ripping up of them will &it- 
cover your Nakedneſs, and expoſe you to 
ſhame with others, and beger a diſcounte- 
nance in your ſelf. But there will be no 
ground left for this ſurmiſe, when it is 
duly confider'd, that the Perſon to whom 
ycu are thus to reveal your ſelf. is a pi- 
ous and diſcreet Miniſter of God's Word 
one who will be as faithful ro conceal, as 
you are to diſcover your Infirmities; and 
aSready to heal your Sores, as you are to 
tip them up : One too, who will be fo far 
from inſulting over your Weakneſſes, or 
thinking ill ot you for diſcovering them, 


| that he will love and encourage your inge- 


nuous and Chriſtian dealing, and reſtore 
you in the Spirit of Meekneſs, and help to 
ſet things at rights between God and your 
Soul. Bur ſuppoſe the diſcovery of your 
Scruples ſhould indeed turn to your ſhame, 
which is the worſt you can fear ; yet to ab- 
ſtain from doing it upon this account, 1s 
to betray in you a leſs care of your Sou/ 
than of your Body. For the fouleſt and 
moſt ſhameful Dz/ſeaſes of the Body, you 
can, without bluſhing, lay open to _ 
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Phyſician : And will you then he coy and 
{quemiſh to confeſs the Sickneſs of your 
Soul ? of which your care ought to be in- 
finitely greater than of your Body, as no 
leſs excelling it, than the heavenly Manna 
did the Earthen-Pot that contained it. $9 
that neither fear of ſhame, nor any thing 
elſe, ought to -kezp you from uting ſuch 
means asany way tenc. to its Salvation. 
LXXV. And thus having, with what bre- 
vity and plainnel(s I was able, run though 


the ſeveral Duries to be pcrtormed at your | 


coming to the Communion, and brought 


you as it were to the Rails of the Holy Ta-, 


blez before I leave you, I will take the 
freedom to mind you how you are thereto 
carry your izlf, Where two things are ow 
re9uired of you ; n2mely, a Devout jr ame 
of Mind, and a decent geiture of Body. 


LXXVI. As to that devout Frame of 


Mind required of you at the time of 7 
cerving, it chiefly confiſts ia thoughts of 
your own Unworthineſs of being a Gueil 
at ſo Divine a Banquet. And in otder 
to raiſe in, and to humble you under a 
due ſenſe of this Unworthinels, call to 


mind the Sins you have committed ftnce | 


you were laſt at the Sacrament ; becauſe 
you are now Come again to repeat and re- 
new that Covenant which thereby you 
have broken. 


LXXVIL Be attentive to the Actions . 


of 
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of the Miniſter; and when you ſee him 
breaking the Bread, and pouring out the 
Wine, meditare, How Chriſfs Body was 
broken, and his Blood jhed upon the Croſs. 
And above all, think with your ſelf, thar 
it was your vins that drove the Nails in- 
to his Hands and Feer, and pierced his 
bleffed Side with a Spear : That it was 
your Sins, with the Sins of others, occa- 
honed all his Sufferings, the Pains of his 
Body and Soul ; and that it he had nor 
{uftered once upon the Croſs, you had 


J been tormented to everlaſting Ages. And 


upon theſe ſober Thoughts, you will even 
abhor your ſelf, and with indignation 
behold your cruel dealing with your gra- 
cious Lord. Conſider too, how nothing 
but the Blood of Chriſt can cleanſe your 
Sins; and that it doth not, like Abe!/”s, 
ſpeak tor Vengeance, but loudly calls for 
Mercy upon them who ſpilt it, it they 
repent and reform ; and {till draws down 
Bleſſings upon all who worthily receive it 
in the Sacrament. Conſider too, how 
Chriſt by thoſe Suiterings, which are re- 
preſented and commemorated in the Sa- 
crament, \has made an Attonement for 
your Sins, )appeaſed the Wrath, and fatit- 
hed the Jaſtice of God, which you have 
provoked” and incenſed againſt your Soul. 
And this will raiſe up your Hopes, and 


| make you come with an bumble and reli- 
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gious Boldneſs ro the Communion ; be- 
ing aſſured, God will not only there ſeal 


unto you, but put you in poſſeſſion of | 


the Benefits of Chriſt's Sutferings; name- 
ly, Reconciliation with God, and Pardon 
of your Sins. 
{XXVIIL Let your Tonegnve and Heart 
Join with the Miniſter in that excellent 
rayer wherewith he delivers the Bread 
and Wine : The Body of our Lord Feſus 


Chriſt, which was given, &c. The Bloodof 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which was ſhed, &c. 
Lift up your Heart unto the Lord. Let 
your Thoughts be wholly ſet upon 
Chriſt's Death and irs Benefits : For the 
remembrance of Chriſt's Death, as it was 
one main end of the Inſtitution, 10 is it of 

our receiving of the :Sacrament. And 


ook not upon the Bread and Wine being | 


conſecrate and bleſſed, as ordinary things, 
bur as they are after a ſpiritual manner 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 

LXXIX. And as theſe and the like 
Conſiderations may ſerve to render your 
Soul devout, fo will they alſo make your 
Body humble : For though Humility pro- 
perly belongs to the Heart; yet it cannor 
be outwardly expreſſed, but by Geſtures 
of the Body. And you are to manifeſt 
you Reverence at the Lord's Supper, by 
uſing ſuch Geſtures as the Cuſtom of - the 
Place where you receive it, account molt 
decent, 
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decent, bumble, and reverend. Kneeling is 
the poſture appointed by our National 


| Church, as fitteſt to {ignifie your humble 


and grateful Acknowledgments of the 
Benefits of Chriſt therein ſealed to every 
worthy Receiver; and for the avoiding of 
ſuch profanation and diſorder in the Holy 
Communion, as might otherwile enſue. 
LXXX. It you look to the firſt _ 
tion of the Sacrament, you will find Chriſt 
employing therein ſuch a fingular Cite, 
that nothing low or mean appears abour 
it. And in all times, where Schi/zr and 
Fait;on were excluded, nothing but So- 
lemnity and expreſſions of greateſt Reve- 
rence appear'd at the receiving it. Butto 
proceed : 
LXXXI. Beſides Humility and Reve- 
rence, there is required of them who 
come to the Lord's Supper, a "thankful 


remembrance of ChriſPs Death. And this 


you cannot want, when you reflect up- 
on what he ſuffered for you, both in 
Credit and Body, when he underwent 
the moſt painful and ignominious ſort of 
dying; and in thoſe ſharp and fearful 
Agonies of his Soul, which forced him 
to cry out, His God bad forſaken him. And 


ſeeing all this was to ſave you from pe- 


rithing, this muſt needs awaken you to 
an holy Ambition of making your 


Thankfulnefs, it poſſible, as unſpeakable 
as 
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as his Sufferings. And' how can yon but 
praiſe and maguiſte his Goodnels, who 
hath redeemed you art fo dear & rate 
eſpecially when you come to the Sacra- 
ment to make ſolemn Commemoration 
of God's Mercies, in ſending his Son to 
die for you, and appointing the Sacra- 
ment to he a continual Pledge of your 
Thankfulneſs for the ſame. With An- 
gels rherefore, and Arch-Angels, and all 
the Company of Heaven, laud and mag- 
nifite his Glorious Name, praiſing him, 


and ſaying, Holy, holy. holy, Lord God of 


Hoſts, Heaven an Earth are full of thy Glo- 
ry : Glory be to thee, O Lord moſt High. 
Thankſziving or praifing of God, was 
the deyout practice of the firſt Chriſtians 
ar the receiving of the Lord's Supper 
Aﬀs 2. 46, 47. And in After-ages Thankl- 
iving was thought ſo necellary at its Ce- 
ebration, that the Sacrament it ſelf thence 
got the name of Excharift: A Word, 
though it be not found: in Scripture in this 
ſence, yet Caſ/abon doubts not but it was 
derived from the time of the Apoſttes. 
Excerit. 16. ad Annut. Baron. cap. 33. 
LXXXII. No Man can expreſs greater 
Love: do his deareſt Friends than to ad- 
venture to die for them: And yet Chrift's 
Love was of a higher degree, for he died 


for you when you were his Enemy; and ' 


that Death too which was all full of re: 
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roach and pain, Zohrn 15. 13. And this 
2—_ of Chriſt obligeth you to love bim 
again; and if not, you come ſhort 
of the Publicans ( whom the Fews e- 
ſeemed the worſt fort of Men) for even 
they love thoſe that love them. St. Mar. 5, 
16, And it your love to Chriſt be with- 
out diffimulation, it will admir of no Ri- 
val, nor hold any intelligence 'with his 
Enemies; bur you will be glad of the hap- 
py occaſfion (you now have at the Sacra- 
ment) of ſacrificing all vile AﬀeQtions, 
and mortifying every Luſt, as the beſt 
Teſtimony of your own Love, and requi- 
tal of his, who delivered himſelf unto 
leath, to redeem you from all iniquity and 
vicious living, and to oblige you to ad- 
ance toward the higheſt pitch of all Ver- 
tue. And when your love to Chriſt is in 
ſome due meaſure proportionable to his 
love to you, it will make you ( with Sr. 
Pat) ready not to be bound only, but al- 
ſo to die for his Name, when his. Com- 
mand ſhall bring you to ſuch an expreſſion 

of your Obedience. 

XXAXIIIL And the few things now men- 
tioned, may, through God, help you to 
ſuch a pious government of your ſelf art 
the time of recervrne the Sacrament, as 
may make it turn to your great and end- 


[leſs Comfort. What now remains tro 


finiſh theſe abrupt, but well-intended 
Medi- 
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Meditations, reſpeQts your deportment af 
ter you have been at the Communion. 


LXXXIV. And firſt, being that at the] 


Sacrament your Covenant is renewed, give 
all diligence not to break it for the future, 
becauſe this will make all you have done, 
to little purpoſe : For he (faith Bex S1rach) 
that waſheth himſelf after the touching of 
a dead Body, if he touch it again, what 
availeth his waſhing? So it is with a Man 
that faſteth for his Sins, and goeth again 
and doth the ſame : Who will hear his 
his Prayer? or what doth his Humbling 
profit him, Ecclefiaſticus 34.25, 26. An 
impious falling back into your former 
Vices, is ſignified by a Dog and Swzre, two 
Creatures held to be ſo profane and un- 
clean, that the 7ews were neither to offer 
them in Sacrifice, nor to eat them ; and 
both are proverbially obſerved for this qua- 
lity : That the Dog licks up what he has 
vomited ; and the Swine, though never 19 
clean waſhed, takes pleaſure to tumble 
again in the next Mire 1t comes to. | 

LXXXV. Thoſe who after their Con- 
verſion to the Chriſtian Faith, did again 
return to the Sins of their former uncon- 
verted Life, they made their Chriſtian 
Heatheniſm worſe than their bare Hea- 
theniſm was at firſt. So that it had been 
more tor the advantage of ſuch, never to 
have been taught the DoQtrine of Chriſt 


and 
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"Jand Chriſtian PraCtice, than when they 


had been taught and undertaken to obey it, 
to fall back again into their heathen and 
vicious Courſes, 2 Per. 2. 20, 21. And 
you know what happened to the Man in 
St, Matth. 12. 43. who (after the evil 
Gueſts were caſt out of his Soul) kept it 
empty of thoſe that were good : Which is 
ahlyapplicable to all thoſe, who wiltull: 
ind knowingly run again to. thoſe evil 
ways, Which at their coming to the Sacra- 
ment they pretend to repent of and abandon. 
LXYXXXVI. Secondly, Keep continually 
In your mind all thoſe Re/o/zrions that you 
now put on, to the end you may have them 
always ready to oppoſe, againſt the things 
thar would tempt you to break them, and 
to relapſe into the Evils you have taken 
ave of. And it will be ſeaſonable, thar 
you here think with your ſelf, with what 
face you can commit that Sin, which you 
but now have fſolemly vowed againſt. 
Think too, what an affront you ofter unto 
od, in breaking that League of Friend- 


'Fſhip. you enter'd into with him at the Sa- 


crament. Think likewiſe, that if _—_ 
and 

atery, then to loſe it will prove your ex- 
reameſt danger and miſery. And then hi- 
ih your other Thoughts herein with this : 
That every $:n zou wilfully commit, after 
your being at the Sacrament, breaks that 
| Gr COVE 
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Covenant you there renewed: and may Juſt- 
ly make God, of your beſt Friend, become 
your ſoreſt Enemy. And if God be once a 
gainſt you, no matter who 1s on your fide. 
LXXXVII. -Thirdly, Confider how that 
to fall back willingly into your old Iniqui- 
ties, as it ſets God againſt you, ſo it like- 


viſe makes your own Conſcience flie in 


vour face; and to upbraid, arraign, accuſe, 
condemn, and puniſh you for breaking Co- 
venant with him. And it doth not only fill 
you with preſent Pain and Agony, but alſo 
with a fearful ExpeQtation of Wrath to come. 
For what.can you expect but extream mi- 
{ery, when you break League with him 


- Who isa conſuming Fire, and who will ren- 


der Indignation, Wrath, Tribulation, and 
Anguiſh to every Soul that thus doth evil* 
Rom. 2. 9. Theſe are the Conſiderations 
whereby you may confront all Enticements 
to break the Covenant you have renewed, 
And when you maturely look into the na- 
rure and deſign of Temptations, you will 
tind the moſt 7a&#:7g to be but as ſo many 
Chears, which, under the Viſor of ſome 
Delight or Profit, would rob you of your 
Integrity, and betray you to Enmity, both 
with God and your ſelf. And therefore 
when you entertain any Temptation to vin, 
you do as wiſely as he who takes thoſe in- 
ro his Houſe, whom he k1.ows are com? 
:: purpoſe to ſpoil him of what he elteems 


mot precious. LXXX VEL 
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" LXXXVIIL Some have drunk in ſuch a 
Tepoſterous Opinion of God's long ſuffe- 
ing, that inſtead of being led thereby unto 
Repentance, as God would have them, they 
ze carried on unto a horrid preſumptious 
offending, But no Wickedneſs can be grear- 
r, nor Ingratitude more provoking, than 


Þ fin againſt God, becauſe he is long-ſuf- 


kring , And yet this is ſuch common Lo- 
ck, and of ſo great Antiquity, that S-/o- 
wa obſerved it, Eccleftaſticrs 8, 11. Bur 

» fin upon hopes, or rather preſumption 
finding Mercy, and to break your Coye- 

nt with God afreſh, becauſe you have 
ne ſo, and yet he has ſpared you, is ſo 

(ſurd, vile, and difingenious a way of ar- 
ning, that it carries with it its own Con- 
tation. Why ſhould you not rather con- 
ade, that God will forbear your breach 
fCovenant no longer, becauſe hz has for- 
m it fo long already ? 

LYXXXIX Fourtbly, The laft part of 
ur Bantiſmal Vow, binds you to keep 
od's holy Will and Commandments, and 
ilk in-the ſame all the days of your lite. 
id as to the breach hereof, it matrers not 
tether it be at the Morning, Noon, or 
ening of your Liie; ſooner or later makes 
difference in the neglect of thar, which 
1 are bound to do continually. It may 
22d add to your reproach, to bretk that 
W at laſt, which you have kept fo long : 


"ou L vn 
-1 = 
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For this ſpeaks it your want of Will, and 
not of Power; and that it was not your 
Weakneſs, but ſomething elſe, that moved 


you to leave the Road, wherein you had | 


walked ſo long a time with eaſeand ſafety, 

XC. Uſe makes hard things eafie : The 
chief, if not only difficulty in Holineſs, is 
want of PraCtice, and a being accuſtom'd 
to the contrary. The ways of God's Com: 
mandments neither waſte the Spirits, nor 
gall the Feet of thoſe who uſe conſtantly 
to walk in them. Let the like ſerious and 
holy Thoughts poſſeſs your Soul for the 
future, that you have the day of receiving, 
and continue to co-operate with that Grace 
God gives you at the Sacrament; and I ſee 
not why your whole Lite may not be all 
of the ſame piece, and your Converſation 
continue as vertuous and well-goveri'd at- 
ter, as it was at the time you came to the 
Holy Communion: From which I will no 
longer ſtay you, than with this hearty Wiſh, 
That when you come thither to renew 

our Covenant in Vows, and Purpoſes of 
[devo Obedience, God may vouchſate to 
alliſt you with his Grace, and 70 ſtrengthen 


you with his Power, that you may pay the| 


Vows you then make unto Him ; end that 
by vertue of the beavenly Nourifhment you 
there recerve, you may grow up in Grace 
and Holineſs, t1ll at laſt,. you come 10 be 
perfett Man in Chriſt. Amen. oh 


—_ 
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ace) And bleſſed be thy Mercy for cver more. 
ſve] dmen. 


all 
10n Oſt gracious God, who did{t fo love 
af. the World that thou gavelt thy 


the] elt to redeem it, and humbly roouk'tt upon 
' nol thee our Nature, that thou might'ft fami- 
larly teach us the Truth of our Salyarion, 
zewd and invincibly fortifie us againſt all perſe- ® 
- off cutions, and efficatioally draw us after 
> toll thee into thine own Kingdom, by thy 
ben Holy Life, and Precious Death, and Glort- 
the 0s Reſurrection! Grant, I beleech thee, 
;hath that 1 may ſo meditate on theſe Infinite 
you Mercies, and fo fill my Soul with the me- 
fe) mory of this Love, that I may live in thy 
h- of Obedience, and dye in thy Favcur, and 
rife again to rejoyce with Thee for ever in 
thy Glory. Grant this tor thine own Jake, 
G 3 and 


LRY — 


| ——— 
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and for the Merits of thy Death and Paſ: 


fion, O Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Amen. 


loving kindneſſes, which thon haſt laid up 
tor them that fear thee? 


Efend, O Lord, thy Servant with thy 

Heavenly Grace, that I may conti- 
nue thine for ever: And daily encreaſe in 
thy Holy Spirit more and more, until I 
come unto thy everlaſting Kingdom. 
CMWN 


Tinou art, O Lord, the only Anchor of 
;ny Hopes ſave me, O Lord, or elſe I 
zeriſh, 


Thou didſt humble thy ſelf for me, O 


Lord, and became obedient to Death, e- | 


ven the death of the Crols. 

I am unworthy, O Lord, of the leaſt of 
thy Favours ;. O- let thy Pa/on make me 
worthy of the greateſt. 

I have fadly fallen from purity and 
ſincerity, and do with all lowlineſs and 
affection entreat thee ; O God, reſtore 
me to it again, and by the good Work 
of thy Grace upon my heart, renew me 
inwardly and throughly,tny very thoughts 
as well as my Actions, that I may never 
tall into the leaſt beginning of any Pollu- 
tion for the future, Be pleaſed to abſolve 
me, 


I. How great is the multitude of thy 
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me, and ſolemnly to declare and ſeal un- 
to me thy Reconciliation, and let nv 


| know and feel, that my Sins are pardon'd 


through Chriſt our Loxd. Amer. 
as © > that my Eyes were Waters, and 


my Head a Fountain of Tears, 
that I might day and night weep for thc 
lols of my time paſt, and rhe danger of 
my time to come. 'Thar I might conti- 
nually weep tor my many Sins, and hum- 
bly confels my grievous Offences, I 
have done amiſs, and dealt wickedly. 1 
have broken the Law of my Maxer. and 
provok'd the wrath of my Judes. 1 have 
deilpiſed the Gocdneis at my God, ard 
what ſhall I fay unto Thee,” O thou pre: 
lerver of Men? I will appeal from the 
Bar of thy Zuſtice, to the miid and Gra- 
tious Seat of thy Mercy. Spare me, O 


I Lord, for thy Mercies ſake. Spare the 


work of thine own Hands. Spare him 
whom thou haſt made for the enjoyment of 
thy ſelf. Spare him whom thou halt re- 
deemed with thy moſt precious Blood. 
Pardon, O Lord, my fins of Weakneſs 
and Surprize ; my fins of Wiltulneis and 
Malice. Pardon, Gocd Lord, pardon my 
Relapſes into the fins I have repented of, 
and my continuing my fins withour Repen- 
tance. 
Make me ſo to grieve for my fins that I 
(x 4 may - 
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may hate them ; and hate thera ſo that 1 
may quite forſake them. Check my unruly 
Paſſions with thy Holy Fear and guide my | 
Heart in the ways of thy Laws. That 
may turn to Thee with my whole Heart, 
in taſting, weeping, and mourning. That 
I may root out my Vices and adorn my 
Soul with the contrary Vertues, and bring 
torth Fruits meet for Repentance. Amen. 
Glory be to, &c. As it was in the &C, 


A Pz2ayer befoze Communt- 
cating. 


HY ſhould I, O God, who by in- 
numerable ways have offended 

tiaze, why ſhould I dare to come to thy 
Table, which none ought to approach but 
obedient Children, and faithful Servants. 
But ſeeing thy Fatherly Goodneſs this 
day does envite me to receive the bleſſed 
Fledges of my Peace and Reconciliation 
with thce; and ſeeing thy well-beloved 
Son, whoſe Death I now with all Thank- 
tulneſs commemorate, doth call unto him 
thoſe, and. only thoſe, who travail and are 
heavy laden ; to whom the remembrance 
of their Sins is grievous, and the burthen | 
of them is intolerable. Finding my ſelf 
in this number, I know theu wilt not re- 
Ject me. Raiſe, O raiſe up my Heart and 
Spirit unto thee; ſtrengthen my Faith, __ 
| help 


=wa, = 
bh 


Altitant. 145 
help my Infirmities. Grant me Power to 
perform and to perſevere in all thoſe good 
things thou now zequireſt at my hands: 
and grant that the whole courſe of my Lite 
may be an{werable to the preſent Purpoſes 
of my Heart; and bring me at.laſt to the 
enjoyment of thoſe Bleſfings which at this . 
thy Holy Table thou art pleaſed to pro-* 
pound unto me. Amen. 


'0 My God. raiſe up my Thoughts unto 
thee; increaſe my Faith, Hope, and 
Charity; warm my Heart with the Divine 
Fire of thy Love, purite my Conſcience 
with the Spirit of Sanctification, Gram 
this day I may with tull Afnance in thee, 
receive the Pledges of thy Goodneſs, and 
the Seals of that Covenant, which thou 
haſt graciouſly contracted with me by the 
Mediation of thy Son my Saviour. 


() My God, ſav; and deliver me from 
all my Offences, and at the end ot 
my Life receive me into thy Heavenly 
Kingdom, to the accompliſhment of all 
thoſe things which are repreſented at thy 
holy Table : Let my future Converſation 
be as one of thy Sheep, living in thy Church 
an Example ot Peaceableneſs, Charity, Hu- 
mility, Patience, and Juſtice. Give me a 
firm Reliance upon tay Promiſes, a Holy 
Leal for thy Worſhip, and a hincere Obe- 
dlence 


:45 The Communrcant's 
dience toall thy Commands. Fill my Heart 
with Spiritual Joy, keep me from the im- 
moderate Cares of the World, and among 
all Diſquiets here, give me that Peace 
which the World can neither give, nor 
take away, from me. 


For Forgiveneſs of Sins. 


| PRE me my Sins, O Lord, forgive 
me the Sins of my Youth, and the ' 
Sins of mine Age. the Sins of my Soul, and 
the Sins of my Body, my ſecret and my 
whiſpering Sins,. my preſumtuous and my 
crying Sins, the Sins that I have done to 
pleaſe my felt, and the Sins that I have 
done to pleaſe others. Forgive. me my 
wanton and idle Sins, forgive-me my will- 
ful and deliberate Sins; forgive me thoſe 
Sins I know. and thoſe Sins which I know 
not ; the Sins which I have ſtriven ſo long 
ro hide from others, that at. laſt they are 
even hid from. mine own Memory : For- 
give them, O Lord, forgive them all, and 
of thy great Goodneſs let me be abſolved 
from all mine Oftences. Amen, 


Prayers 
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FRAT ERS 


FOR THE 


Several Things required of thoſe who 
come to to the Lozd's Dupper. 


_ Y 


*. To Repent them truly of their for- 


mer Sins. 


A Pzayer fo2 true Kepentance: 


O thee, O God, all Hearts are open, 

\ all Defires known, and from thee ne 
Secrets are hid ; {9 that if I would, 1 can- 
not conceal my ' Sins from thee. And now 
thar I confeſs-my Sins unto.thee, it is not 
to inform thy infinite Knowledge. but to 
obey thy gracious Pleaſure; and to make 
me capable of that Forgiv eneſs I py 
to all who confeſs their Sins. With a Jor- 
rowtul Heart: therefore I confeſt my Sins 
unto thee; I accuſe my 1e1t ere before 
thee of innumerable wicked Thoughts and 
Deſires, which I have conceived, tormecd. 


and foſtered in my Heart; of infinite, cor- 


rupt, and- eyil Words t that 1 have utter 
with my Tongue, of many naughty and 
ungodly Deeds, which I have wrouph 
with my Hands by all which 1 have pro- 

Ve k C 4 
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voked moſt juſtly thy Wrath and Indigna- 
tion azainſt me; bur it is thy Nature and 
Property always to have Mercy, and to 
forgive the Sins of them that are penitent. 
Grart me therefore, Holy Father, the 
Grace of trye Repentance ; create in me 
a Clean Heath, O God, and renew a right 

Spirit within me : Grant I may truly la- 
ment my Sins, whoſe burden is intolerable, 
and whoſe remembrance is 1o grievous un- 
to me. And for the future enable me to 
ceaſe from evil, and learn to do well; to 
caſt away the, Works of Darkneſs, and to 
put on the Armour of Light : And to bring 
forth Fruits of Repentance in amendment 

. of Life, to the Praiſe and Glory of thy 

Grace in Jeſus Chriſt my blefied Redeemer. 


2. Stedfaſtly purpoſing to lead a new Life. 


A Payer fo2 Perſeverance "in; | 


Good Purpoſes. 


rs O God, that I may bring the 
I good Purpoſes with which this day 
I come to thy holy Table, grant I may 
bring them to good effctt ; I know I am 
light and unconſtant, turn'd with every 
blaſt, diverted by every allurement, and 
ready to yield to every Temptation: But 
do thou, O God, who art the. lame yeſter- 
day, to day, and ſor ever, do thou graci- 
| oully 


ha Þ,;.oax. 
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ouſly impart ſome of thy Unchangeable- 
nels to eſtabliſh my Underſtanding in 
Truth, and to keep it from the Snares of 
all ſeducing Spirits, that I may not be led 
away with the Errors of thoſe who are 
cunning to deceive. Fix my irreſolute and 
wavering Will, and cauſe 1t faithfully to 
adhere unto that which is good ; let nei- 
ther the Flatteries of the World, nor of 
my own Heart, {o far work upon my At- 
fections, as to draw me from that entire 
Obedience which I reſolve from this day 
forward to yield unto thy word. But 
grant that I may continue ſtedfaſt, immo- 
vable, always abounding in the Work of 
the Lord, and by patient continuing in 
well-doing, ſeek for, and in the end ob- 
tain eternal Life. Suffer not my own 
Weakneſs, nor the number or ſtrength of 
Temptations, to turn me from thar holy 
d | courſe upon which I have now reſolved to 
* | enter. But grant that I may ever here- 
atter ſerve and pleaſe thee in newnels of 
1 Life, to the Honour and Glory of thy 
Name through Jeſus Chriſt, Amer. 


C 
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2. To have a lively Faith in God's Mercy 
through Chriſt. 


A 'P:axer fo: the lame. 


Eeing, O God, that it is impoſſible | 
Sg without Faith to pleaſe thee, and ' 
that whatever I do without Farth, is Sin ; 
Pour into my Heart this moſt excellent 
Grace of Fazth, for it is thy Gift, and not 
my procurement. Let thy Spirit -work 
in my. Heart ſuch a Faith as may -be ac- 
ceptable in thy ſight, and. which at this | 
time may be as a Hand to receive.a Mouth 
to eat, and a Stomach to digeſt and turn *' 
the Elements of this bleſſed Sacrament in- 
to the Food and Nourithment of my Soul. 

O let me not reſt in a dead inettectual 
Faith, but grant it may be ſuch as may | 

| 
, 
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ſhew it felt in good Works, enabling me 
to. overcome: the World, and to contorm ? 
to the Image of that Chriſt on whom 1 
believe ; that ſo at the laſt I may receive 
the end of my Fazth, even the Salvation of I 
my Soul, by the ſame Jeſus Chrilt. Amen, 


4. With a thankful Remembrance of his | 
Death. | 
fp O God, exp<tteſt no other re- 
turn for all thy Mercies but Praiſe | 
and Thankſgiving ; let me, O Lord, never * 
detraud . | 


cy | 


Alliant. IST 
defraud thee of that ſo eafie Tribute, but 
let my Heart be ever filled with the Senſe, 
and my Mouth with the Acknowledg- 
ment of thy Mercies. Ir is a joytul and 
pleaſant thing to be thankful; O ſuf: 
ter me not, 1 beſeech thee, to loſe my 
part .in that Divine Pleaſure, eſpecially 


1 grant that with humble and fincere De- 


votion, I may now and after, with all 


| imaginable Thankfulneſs, celebrate . the 


Memorial which thy Son hath commanded 
ro be made in. remembrance of his moſt 
bleſſed Paſfron and Sacrifice; That by 
the Power thereof, now repreſented be- 
fore thy Divine Majeſty, 1, and all thy 
whole Church, may obtain remiſhon of 
our Sins, and be made Partakers of all 0- 
ther Benefits of his moſt precious Death 


| and Paſhon. Grant that as often as thou 


vouchſateſt me this Bleffing, ſo often 
I may thanktully receive it, and with an 
affectionate and devout Heart, ofter up 
Thanks to thee for the ſame. And grant 
that I may not only with my Lips, but 
with my Lite ſhew forth thy Praite, by 
conlecrating my felt to thy Service, and 
walking in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs be- 
fore thee all the days of my Lite. Amen. 
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5. And tobe in Charity with all Men. 
A P2ayer fo? the ſame. 


Merciful Lord, who haſt made of | 


one Blood, and redeem'd by one * 


Ranſome all Nations of Men, let me ne- 
ver harden my Bowels againſt any that 
partake of the ſame Nature and Redemp- 
tion with me, but grant me an univerſal 
Charity toward all, Men. Give me, 


O thou Father of Compaſhons, ſuch *' 


a Tenderneſs of Heart, that I may be 
deeply afteQed with all the Miſeries and 
Calamities, outward or inward of my Bre- 
thren, and diligently employ all my Abl- 
lities for their nth and Relief. Let thy 


Spirit of Love enter and dwell in my | 


Heart, and caſt out thence Malice, Envy, 


"© Ra Ad a th. hes F., "2 


Hatred, and all Uncharitableneſs ; make - 
me ſeek not to pleaſe my 1elf, but my | 


Neighbour tas his good to Edification, 
even as Chriſt pleaſeth not himfelf. Thou 


haſt taught me, O Lord, that all my Do- | 


ings without Charity are nothing worth, 
pour into my Heart that moſt excellent 
Gift of Charity ; without which, whoſo- 
ever liveth 1s counted dead before thee. 
Grant this for thine only Son Jeſus Chrilt's 
lake. Amen, 


A 
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A Short Office 


Private Devotions. 
To be uſed, 


I. Before. 2. At; and 2. After the 
Receiving of the Bleſſed Sacrament. 


1. Befoze Receiving. 
When you enter into the Church. 


I, Ord, I have loved the Habitation 
of thine+ Houſe, and the place 
where thine Honour dwelleth. 
IL Iwill waſh mine HandsinInnocency, 
O Lord, and ſo will I go to thine Altar. 


When you are kneeling before the Commu: 
nion-Table. 


[. __—_ art worthy, O Lord, to re- 

ceive Glory, and Honour, and Po- 
wer, for thou haſt created all things, and 
tor thy Will's ſake they are. and were 
created. . 

IL. Blefling, and Glory, and Wiſdom, and 
Thanks, aud Honour,and Power, an dMightr, 
be unto our God for evermore. Amen. 

I[Y. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God AL 

mighty, 
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mighty, which was, and is, and 3s to | 


come, receive my Prayer. 


[. P. Nemo Lord, who haſt of thine | 


infinite Mercy vouchſafed to or: 
dain this dreadful Sacrament for a perpe- 


tual memory of that bleſſed Sacrifice, ! 


which once thou madeſt for us upon the 
Croſs; grant me with ſuch diligent re- 
membratnce, and ſuch due reverence, to 


affiſt at the holy Celebration of ſo heaven- | 


ly and wonderful a Myftery, that I mav 
be made worthy ot thy Grace to obtain the 
Virtue and Fruits of the ſame, wirh all 


the Benefits of thy precious Death and Pal- 


ſion, even the remiſfon of all my fins, and 
the fulneſs of all thy Greces ; which I beg 
tor thy only Merits, who art my only Sa- 
viour, God from everlaſting, World with: 
out end. Amen, 


i) Lord- our heavenly Father, Al- 
mighty and everlaſting God, re- 
gard, I beſecch thee, the Devotion of thy 
humble Servant, who does now, celebrate 
the memorial which thy Son our Saviour 
hath commanded to be made in remem- 
brance of his moſt bleſſed Paſſion and Sa- 
Erifice; that by the Merits and. Power 
thereof, I, and all thy whole Church; 
may obtain remiſhon of our Sins, and be 
made Partakers of all other the Mgpmensr +> 

is 
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I his moſt precious Death and Paſſion, to- 


gether with his mighty Reſurrection from 


1 the Earth, -and his glorious Aſcenſion into 


Heaven, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt, ever one God,” World 
without end. Ame27. 


HLTDE pleaſed, O God, to accept this 
B our bounden Duty and Service, 


and vouchſafe that the Prayers and Sup- 
1 phications, together with the remembrance 


of Chriſt's Paffion which we now ofter up 


| unto thee, may be received into thy hea- 
| venly Tabernacle, and that thou not 
1 weighing our own Merits, but looking up- 
{ on the blefſed Sacrifice of our Saviour; 


which was once fully and perſectly made 


1 for us all, may'ſt pardon our Offen- 


ces, and repleniſh us with thy Grace 


| and heaverly BenediQtion, through the 
1 lame Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Devout Thoughts immediately before the 
recerving of the bleſſed Sacrament. 


* 


os | will go to the Altar of God, even to 


the God of my Joy and Gladnels. 
IL I will offer Thankſgiving unto my 


| God, and pay my Vows unto the moſt 


Higheſt. 
[1. O Lamb of God thar takeſt away 
the Sins of the World, have mercy up- 


ON me. » 
IV. O 
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IV. O Lamb of God that takeſt away 
the Sins of the World, grant me thy 
Peace. | | 
V. Grant me gracious Lord, fo to eat 
the Fleſh of thy dear Son, and to drink 
his Blood, that my finful Body may be 
made clean by his Body, and niy Soul 
waſhed through his moſt precious Blood. 


At the Recerving of the Bread. 


Ord, I am not worthy that thou | 
ſhouldſt come under my Roof, bur Þ . 
ipeak the Word, and my Soul ſhall be J 
healed. ; 
Adding with the Prieſt. # 
H E Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, } 
which veas given {or me, preſerve my | 
Body and Soul unto everlaſting Lite. Amen. | 


At the Receiving of the Cup. ; 

Ay, THat Reward ſhall I give unto the 
Lord, for all the Benefits that he | 
hath done unto me? I will take the Cup of 


Salvation, and call upon the Name of the | 
Lord. | 


Adding with the Prieſt. 1 

H E Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriit | 
which was ſhed for me, preſerve | 

my Body and Soul unto everlaſting Lite. 


Amen. 


Immediately | 
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Immediately after your Recerving of the 
Sacrament, ſay, | 

H my God, thou art true and holy : 

Oh my Soul, thou art bleſſed and 


S nappy: 
| h - = 7 of the Wiſdom and Know- 


ledge of God! how incomprehenſible are 
his Judgments, and his Ways paſt finding 


q out! 


Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and all 


] that is within me praiſe his holy Name ; 


which ſaveth thy Lite from DeſtruQion, 


| and feedeth thee with the Bread of Heaven. 


Glory be to God on high, and in Earth 


1 Peace, Good-will towards Men. I praiſe 
{ tace; I worſhip thee, O Lord, and I mag- 


nitie thy Name tor ever ; who haſt vouch- 


1 fated to fill my Soul with Gladnels, and 
1 to feed me with the heavenly Myſteries of 


Chriſt's ſacred Body and Blood. I hum- 
bly beſeech thee, that from henceforth I 
may walk in all good Works, and ſerve 
thee in holineſs and pureneſs of Living to 
the Honour of thy Name. Amer. 


Mecdiations whilſt others are Commi:nicat- 
Ing. 
| 3 RL are thoſe Servents, whom when 


their Lord cometh ſhall, he find thus 
doing. 


Know 


—__—_ 4 
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God, him will God deſtroy. 


Behold thou art made whole, fin no 


more, leſt a worſe thing happen unto thee. 

Be ye followers of God, as dear Chil- 
dren, and walk in love, even as Chriſt loy- 
ed us, and gave himſelt an Offering and a 
\ Sacrifice of a {weet ſavour unto God for us. 


As you go from before the Communion- 


Table, this Doxology. 


E By thee, O King eternal, the immor- 
tal, inviſible, and only wiſe God, 
be all Honour and Glory, now and tor e- 
vermore. Amen. 


A Thankſgiving after Receiving of the 


Communion, to be ſaid home. 


Hou, O my God, haſt comforted 

my Soul, thou haſt ſtrengthned and 
refreſh:d me with thy Bleſſings, and re- 
Toyced my Heart with the Tokens. of thy 
Love. O how ſweet are thy Comforts, 
how raviſhing are the Eftects of thy Good- 
neſs toward them that fear thee ! Won- 
dertul vouchſafement ! Thou haſt treated 
a viie wretched Sinner at thy one Table, 
and fed me with the Bread that came 
down 


Know ye not that ye are the Temple of 
God, and that the Spirir of God dwelleth 
in you? It any one dehile the Temple of 


down from Heaven: 
than thoſe to whom thou doſt not grant 


A | ant. Ig J 
herein am I better 


his Favour ? It is not, it is not for m 


Merits, but becauſe thou wilt be glorified 


doing good to the moſt unworthy ; thou 
aſt this day made me a happy Example 
}f this thy free Grace and Bounty. Vouch- 
ife me this Favour alſo, O my God, that 
rough the whole courſe of my Life I 
ay give thee Praiſe and Glory ; and that 
he due ſenſe of thy Mercies may make 
e unfsignedly. thankful; and that my 
hankfulneſs may appear in my care to 
alk before thee in Holineſs, Sobriety, 
nd Righteouſneſs, all the days of my 
ife. Amen. 


#— 
Books Printed for Penry Lonwicke, 
at the Red-Lyon 7: St. Paul's 
Church-yard. IH 


LY 


W O Uſeful Caſes Reſolved : 1. Whether a 
certainty of being in a State of Salvation 

be attainable. 2. What is the Rule by which this 
certainty 1s to be attained, In 4®. ; 
' Pia Deſideria: Or, Divine Addreſſes : In Three 
Books. 1. Sighs of the Pen'rent Soul. 2. Defires 
of the Religious Soul. 3. Ecſtacies of the Enamour- 
ed Soul: Illuſtrated wt Forty Seven Copper-Plates. | 
Written in Latin : Engliſhed by Edm. Arwaker. | 
M. A, 8®. | 
| 


The Art of Catechifing ; Or the Compleat Ca- | 
techiſt ; In Four Parts. 1. The Church-Catechiſm, | 
Reſolved into Eafte Queſtions, 2. An Expoſition of 
it, ina Continued, Full, and Plain Diſcourſe; 3. The 
Church-Carechiſm Reſolved inro Scripture Proofs, 
4. The whole Duty of Man, Reduced into > 0g rk 
Fitred for the Meaneſt Capacities, che Weakeſt Me-| 
mories, the Plaincſt Teachers, and the moſt Un-in- 
frufted Learners, | 


A Praftical Diſcourſe of the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, fhewing plainly, 1. What it is. 2. How any Per- 
fon may certainly know whether he has been guil- 
ry of it; defigned to bring Incourazement ro the 
Faithful Penitenr, Tranguility of Mind to the Obe-, 
dient, Joys to them that Love; and the returning 
Sinner trom Deſparation 8, 


Letters of Religion ard Virtue, to ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen and Ladies, To excite Picty and Devoticn. 
With tome Sicrr RefleQions on divers Subjetts, 


